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CURRICULUM RATIONALE 

 

The school curriculum at The Chase has been carefully designed and 

developed in order to provide students with a broad and balanced subject 

knowledge, and the skills to help equip them for their future working lives 

beyond school.  

 

The school curriculum is reviewed on an annual basis and adapted where 

necessary in order to best meet all of the students’ needs and most 

effectively utilise the available teaching resources.  

 

 

INTENT 

 
We aim to inspire, build confidence and prepare our students for life and work 

through a broad and balanced curriculum that is built on the interdependency of 

knowledge and skills. 

The Chase is a 11-18 comprehensive secondary school with three clear and 

distinct phases: 

Key Stage 3 which includes Years 7, 8 & 9 

Key Stage 4 covering Years 10 & 11 

Key Stage 5 covering Years 12 & 13 (Sixth Form) 

 

The school curriculum has been designed to show clear progression from Key 

Stage 2 and the students’ primary school experiences and through the three 

key stages outlined above.  The school invests time each year in our teaching 

staff working closely with staff from a number of our main feeder primary 

schools to establish the prior knowledge of the students. Outreach work also 

takes place in a number of subjects areas including English, Maths and SEN. 

The school (as an academy) will continue to meet the requirements of the 

National Curriculum in terms of programmes of study and attainment targets, 

and will respond to any changes and updates proposed as a matter of choice. 

 

The curriculum intent has been developed to reflect the principal aim of the 

school as summarised in the mission statement: This school seeks to encourage 

and reward excellence of every kind, to enable all students to reach their full 

potential and become successfully independent. 

 

All SoW studied at the school reflect the curriculum intent and clearly identify 

the core knowledge and skills developed throughout the units that will 

facilitate profound learning.  
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Key Stage 3 Curriculum  

All students in Years 7, 8 & 9 follow a broad and balanced curriculum based 

on National Curriculum requirements. Throughout the 3 years they will 

experience over 15 different subjects including: English, Maths, Science, Design 

& Technology, History, Geography, Modern Foreign Language, Music, Art, 

Physical Education, Religious Studies, Literacy enrichment, Citizenship and 

PSHE. 

 

At all stages from Year 7 to 9, English includes both Language and Literature.  

Learning Support ‘Catch up’ is available to students who in Year 7 are 

identified as needing extra tuition to support their progress with English & Maths.  

 

Year 7 

The school follows a 50 minute, 6 unit day timetable. 

Unit breakdown in Year 7 as follows: 

Maths- 4, English- 4, Science- 4, French- 3, PE- 3, Geography- 2, History- 2, ICT- 

2, DT- 2, Art- 1, Music- 1, RE- 1, PSHEC- 1 

 

 Maths is in the only subject which is broadly set on prior ability in Year 7- 

based on KS2 data 

 English and Science are taught in half-year blocks in mixed ability 

groupings. 

 Geography, History, RE, French and Music are taught in mixed ability tutor 

groups  

 D&T, Art, ICT and PE are blocked across half-year groups and taught in 

mixed ability groupings.  

 A few individual students will be ‘opted out’ of studying a Modern Foreign 

Language in order to help them improve their literacy skills through 

additional learning support  

 

Year 8 

Unit breakdown in Year 8 as follows: 

Maths- 4, English- 4, Science- 4, French- 2 (3), PE- 2, Geography- 2, History- 2, 

ICT- 2, DT- 2, Spanish 2 (0), Art- 1 (2), Music- 1, RE- 1, PSHEC- 1 

 

 Approximately two thirds of students take Spanish as a second language 

(based on ability) - as well as French. Students who only take one language 

have additional Art time within their timetable, in which the focus is on 

improving their literacy skills. 

 Maths is broadly set on prior ability in half-year blocks, following on from 

Year 7. 

 All other subjects – English, Science, French, Geography, History, RE, ICT, 

D&T, Art and Music are taught in mixed ability groupings. 
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Year 9 

Unit breakdown in Year 9 as follows: 

Maths- 4, English- 4, Science- 4, French- 2 (3), PE- 2 (3), Geography- 2, History- 

2, ICT- 2, DT- 2, Spanish 2 (0), Art- 1 (2), Performing Arts (Music, Dance & 

Drama)- 1, RE- 1, PSHEC- 1 

 

 Students start to study GCSE content in English Language & Literature 

together with Maths and Science. 

 Introduction of a Performing Arts module of study in which Music, Drama 

and Dance are taught on a rotation. 

 All other subjects - French, Geography, History, RE, ICT, D&T, Art and Music 

continue to be taught in mixed ability groupings. 

 Students who only take one language have more time in which to study 

French together with one additional unit of PE each week. 

PSHEC 

Throughout Key Stage 3 a comprehensive programme of Personal, Social and 

Health Education and Citizenship is delivered on rotation during one unit of 

dedicated time each week.  

 

Key Stage 4 Curriculum 

Unit breakdown in Years 10 & 11 as follows: 

CORE- Maths- 5, English- 6, Science- 5, PE- 3, Citizenship- 1,  PSHE- 1, 3 x 

Optional subjects- 9 

 

In the spring term of Year 9, students are offered some choice though the GCSE 

Options process, as described below, concerning the GCSE courses they will 

follow during Years 10 and 11.  

 

Students continue to follow the requirements of National Curriculum.  All 

students study the core - comprising of English Language and English Literature, 

Maths, Science, PE, PSHE and Citizenship (70% of the timetable).  

 

The most able Maths students also have the option of studying an AS level 

Additional Maths qualification whilst in Year 11. 

 

Approximately 30% of the cohort follow GCSE Separate Science courses in 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics. The remaining 70% follow the Combined Award 

Science course. 

 

The KS4 options process requires students through guidance to select (outside 

of the core) the three most appropriate GCSE (or equivalent) subjects for 

themselves. A wide range of non-core subjects leading to GCSE (or GCSE 

equivalent) qualifications are on offer to all students. All students are required 

to select an EBacc subject (Geography, History, Language or Computing) as 

an ‘EBacc choice’ together with two other ‘Open choice’ subjects from a 

broad range of 20 GCSE (or GCSE equivalent) courses offered. 
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A comprehensive KS4 Options handbook which is updated on an annual basis 

contains full details and advice for parents and students regarding all of the 

courses offered.  
 

In Years 10 and 11 students are broadly set in the core subjects (English, Maths 

& Science) across half-year groups. All EBacc choice and Open choice 

subjects are taught in mixed ability groupings across the whole year group.   

 

AT KS4 all students follow PSHE and careers modules during a dedicated unit 

each week as outlined in the PSHE handbook. 

 

During Years 10 &11 students receive considerable amounts of information 

and guidance relating to post-16 options, including those in the Chase Sixth 

Form.   
 

 

Sixth Form Curriculum (Key Stage 5) 

An A level (or equivalent) course occupies 5 units of time per week.  

 

Approximately 60% of our students will continue their academic studies within 

The Chase Sixth Form which encompasses Key Stage 5. The Sixth Form admits 

students of a wide range of abilities - though there is a selection criteria for 

admission to the school’s Sixth Form as detailed in the school’s admission 

policy.   

 

A wide range of A level and BTEC Level 3 courses are on offer to the students 

which build on the qualifications studied at GCSE level. The majority of 

students study 3 A level (or equivalent) subjects in the Sixth Form, with a 

minority studying 4 A level subjects. There are a number of students within the 

sixth form who follow a combination of both A level and BTEC Level 3 courses.   

 

Sixth Form students also follow a PSHE and Citizenship programme of study 

during Tutor sessions which includes careers guidance and preparation for 

Higher Education, gap year and other Post 18 options.  

 

Students who fail to achieve a ‘standard’ GCSE pass in English and/or Maths 

are required to attend re-sit classes whilst in the Sixth Form in order to re-sit 

these core exams in Year 12 or Year 13. 

 

Year 12 students also follow an Elective programme on a Wednesday 

afternoon which includes a variety of Sport options, Debating and Young 

Enterprise. 
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IMPLEMENTATION 
The school's curriculum will be supported by the way in which resources are 

strategically allocated. 

 

The School Leadership Team (SLT) delegates responsibility to each 

faculty/department for the following: 

 

 Subject development and curriculum planning on an annual basis. 

 

 Producing and updating schemes of work (SoW) which set out – core knowledge, 

aims and objectives; teaching and learning styles; expectations of students of 

differing abilities; continuity and progression of the development of skills through 

the key stages (including literacy); homework opportunities, and identification of 

potential cross-curricular opportunities. 

 

 Monitoring and assessing student progress; organising appropriate end of unit 

assessments on at least a termly basis, and preparing students for internal and 

external tests/exams; recording progress in a positive way; involving students in 

evaluation of their own progress. 

 

 Grouping students in order to achieve the best possible learning environment for 

all students. 

 

 Management of departmental resources appropriate to the needs of the students 

in each subject area. 

 

 

IMPACT 

 

The effectiveness of the school curriculum is continuously being monitored 

through the school’s line management systems with SLT meeting with faculty 

leaders on a half termly basis.   

 

The school curriculum is formally reviewed annually during the Autumn term- 

with any changes made discussed at the Teaching & Learning governor 

subcommittee. The key indicators to assess impact of the curriculum in order 

to assess whether all learners needs are being met are the school’s 

performance data (GCSE & A Level) together with school leavers 

information. 

 

One of the ways in which we are able to review the impact of the curriculum 

is through tracking of attainment and progress of the students. There are 3 

progress reports produced throughout the year for the students; here 

attainment as well as attitude towards learning is formally shared with 

students and parents.  
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All examination groups Y10/11/12/13 have a calendared mock/internal exam 

period planned to allow for full application of the knowledge generated 

within exam conditions.  

 

This quantitative data is just one of the methods of reviewing the impact of 

the curriculum.  

 

 

Mike Fieldhouse, Headteacher 

January 2019 


