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     Art & Design OCR 

Entry Requirements for this course is a Grade 5 in GCSE Art or DT (If you have not studied either, then a 

suitable portfolio of work demonstrating your art skills will be required). At the start of the course you will 

work to a set theme exploring different media: photography, painting and drawing and clay. All 

learning from these workshops will be documented in a sketchbook. In addition to your main book you 

will be asked to keep a separate drawing book to fill in your own time. When the workshops have 

finished, you will start writing your own project for Component 1 which is outlined in more detail below. 

Component 1:  Personal Investigation - 60% of A level 

You choose the topic for your personal investigation. You write your own assignment outlining how you 

will meet each grading criteria and what external visits to galleries and museums will support your 

portfolio of work. This component includes a 1000-3000 word essay linked to your theme. You will work on 

this project until February of the second year of your course. 

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment - 40% of A level.  

You will complete this component from February to April in the second year of your course. AQA offer a 

range of starting points for this component. You will work through your chosen topic in exactly the same 

way as Component 1, using the same grading criteria. Your final outcome has to be possible to 

complete in 15 hours under exam conditions. 

 

          

You will be part of the annual Art Exhibition which will showcase your effort and outcomes from 

the two years. 

Most of our pupils apply to Art & Design Foundations Courses after their A level. Some apply 

directly to a BA course if they are secure in what specialism they want to do. Graphic Design, 

Illustration, Architecture, Fine Art and Printmaking have been popular choices in previous years.  

 


