
 

Awards Evening Speech- Monday 17
th
 December 2018 

Good evening- Ladies & Gentlemen, Honoured Guests, Prizewinners, Colleagues, 

Friends and especially to our Guest Speaker- Dr Rebekah Caseley… 

Welcome to the 2018 Chase Awards Evening.  

A special mention first in welcoming back a number of our former students- Peter Fahey 

and also I understand Eddie Paisley, who unfortunately missed out on their Awards 

Evening back in 2014 due to the previous Headteacher not wanting to celebrate their 

achievements at the time. Peter is currently training to be a doctor in Cardiff and was 

thus very interested in listening to Becky’s thoughts on life as an A&E doctor. Eddie is 

in his final year at Birmingham University studying Biomedical Science. 

I am delighted to welcome our guest speaker- Dr Rebekah Caseley this evening. Becky 

is a former student of The Chase and was actually in one of my very early tutor groups 

between 2002-2004. One of my main reasons for asking Becky to be our guest speaker 

this year is to acknowledge the sterling and vitally important work that many of our 

former students carry out within the public services sector. Doctors, Nurses Teachers, 

Armed Service personnel, Emergency Service workers and many more are our real 

unsung heroes in society…..and we should be doing more to celebrate their work. I am 

really proud that as a teacher and educationalist- that I have played a small part in the 

development of somebody like Becky- who is now helping to save people’s lives. I 

think that this is the greatest job satisfaction that one could wish for. 

What a year 2018 has been and wow- doesn’t time fly? It doesn’t seem a year since the 

last Awards Evening when Adam Hatton was here as guest speaker. 2017-18 was my 

first full academic year at the helm and my 20
th
 year at The Chase- and I can honestly 

say that I have thoroughly enjoyed every minute of it- well almost every minute! The 

last academic year was capped off with an outstanding set of external examination 

results- both at A Level and GCSE Level. I cannot praise ALL of our students enough for 

all of their hard work and efforts in bringing about this success. Another great set of A 

Level results including one of the best Value Added scores ever- we eagerly await our 

standing in the county once these figures are published in January but are confidently 

predicting a top three finish amongst all 25+ schools- which would be a remarkable 

achievement. And those GCSE results……unbelievable! Into the top 6 schools within 

the county, both with our attainment score and progress score- and perhaps the greatest 

satisfaction is that we were the top local school this year! Well done to all of those 

students who managed to get their names on the prestigious Chase honours boards- 

many of whom are sat here this evening, but also to all of those students who secured 

higher than expected grades, who are perhaps not with us tonight, but did themselves, 

their parents and their teachers proud. 

 

Not only was I delighted for the students but for the staff- a real testament and reflection 

of all of their hard work, dedication and commitment through what are currently tough 

times in education. One of the most important things I have learned during the past 



year is that The Headteacher of a school is only as strong as the teams who operate 

together in support. In order for me to do my job effectively- I rely heavily on those 

around me. I can honestly say that The Chase staff are absolutely wonderful. They are 

all, without exception, committed to the single clear purpose and goal of providing the 

very BEST education possible for our children. I would like to take this opportunity of 

publicly thanking them for all of their hard work and efforts during the past year. We 

quite rightly should celebrate our successes….I commend to you- The Chase staff…….. 

My oldest daughter Rose was born in my very first year of teaching (as a newly qualified 

teacher) here at The Chase- 21 years ago. All being well- She will be graduating with a 

Geography degree this summer from Aberystwyth University, having been a student 

here at The Chase, and indeed having even taught her A Level Geography myself! 

Believe it or not, Rose has decided that she would like to pursue a teaching career, as a 

secondary Geography teacher once she finishes her degree- and is aiming to start a PGCE 

at Worcester University next September. I am a delighted and very proud dad- though 

I am filled with a sense of trepidation with Rose embarking on a teaching career at this 

time. And that makes me really upset and extremely annoyed. I looked back at my 

speech from last year’s Awards Evening- in which I extolled the virtues of teaching and 

encouraged our students to not rule it out as a career path- as there are so many reasons 

why teaching is so wonderful. And yet- why am I feeling like this now? This is where I 

get on my soapbox…….. 

As our politicians bicker and argue amongst themselves with all things BREXIT, I am 

afraid that the people who run our country have taken their eyes off what really 

matters- looking after our own people! Our public services are a mess and the idea that 

austerity has suddenly ended is a total nonsense. I am sure that Becky would agree that 

Healthcare is in as much of a poor state as Education, though the NHS did manage to 

extract an additional £20 billion from the Treasury this summer. I know that in schools, 

the children aren’t on trolleys waiting for emergency treatment (well I hope not!)- but 

I feel that there is an expectation from the government for schools just to get on with 

it, whatever our budgetary constraints. The message from the government, that schools 

are actually getting more money than ever before- is factually incorrect and a total 

fabrication of the truth. Why would over one thousand headteachers from around the 

country who are certainly not known for their militancy descend on Downing Street 

back in September to protest about school funding? The majority of schools, certainly 

in Worcestershire, are currently spending more money than they have coming in from 

central government- and this is just not sustainable. Something has to change…..and 

soon. I understand that a £2 billion cash injection from the treasury would be enough 

to sort this funding crisis out- but oh no, we would rather spend it on a BREXIT divorce 

bill, London Cross-rail or HS2!  

I would like to pay tribute to the Friends of The Chase and their sterling work this past 

year- especially to Sam Craig who has driven their fund-raising to a new level. Without 

this additional funding which we are now very reliant upon- we would not have been 

able to pay for new Chromebooks in the Science Faculty or provide that additional 

enrichment support for some of our students. 

Let us focus now on our prizewinners…..Well done to you all. All of your hard work 

has paid off and your successes are quite rightly being publicly acknowledged and 



celebrated this evening. You have all done so tremendously well during your time at 

The Chase and we are very proud of your achievements. You are all role models to 

all of our current students and have proved what can be achieved with determination 

and hard work. I am delighted that you are here to accept a small token of our 

appreciation for all of your efforts.  

And so finally- I want to wish everybody a very happy, peaceful and merry Christmas 

together with a prosperous New Year. As we stare into the abyss with no idea what 

will happen with regards to BREXIT, whatever happens next year- I am of the firm 

belief that 2019 will be a fantastic year for The Chase. I want to finish with a quote 

from the late Nelson Mandela to inspire us all… 

Education is the great engine of personal development. It is through education that 

the daughter of a peasant can become a doctor, that the son of a mine worker can 

become the head of the mine, that a child of farm workers can become the president 

of a great nation. It is what we make out of what we have, not what we are given, 

that separates one person from another. 

 

Thank you. 

Mike Fieldhouse 

Headteacher 

December 2018 

 


