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This is an important stage in your 
education when you will be 
making key decisions about your 
future. You will want to ensure 
that you are in the best possible 
position to make the right choices, 
and at The Chase you will have 
the opportunity to do just that. 
We have an outstanding track 
record of success that enables 
students to take up their first 
choice of university or career, 
whatever that might be.

Indeed Ofsted have judged 
The Chase Sixth Form to be 
‘Outstanding’, stating: 

“Learners make outstanding 
overall progress on 16–19 
study programmes. Historically, 
progress in nearly all academic 
qualifications has been 
outstanding. Almost all groups of 
learners make significantly better 
progress from their starting points 
than similar learners nationally…”

We offer the broadest range of 
subjects to meet individual needs 
alongside excellent pastoral 
support and guidance provided 
by experienced staff who 
understand how to make 
the most of your abilities and 
talents. The Sixth Form should be 
a period of enrichment when 
you supplement your academic 
studies with other activities that 
broaden your mind and your 
circle of friends.

Welcome to Students and 
Parents from The Headteacher

www.chase.worcs.sch.uk

Mike Fieldhouse
Headteacher
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I am extremely proud of the Sixth 
Form at The Chase. Consistently 
adjudged ‘Outstanding’ by 
OFSTED, attainment and  
value-added scores are always 
significantly above national 
averages. Students and staff work 
together to achieve consistently 
excellent results and they do 
so without sacrificing any of 
the marvellous extra-curricular, 
charitable and other enrichment 
programmes that continue to 
make the Sixth Form such an

attractive place in which to learn. 

Whatever your abilities, interests or 
aptitudes, The Chase has a great 
deal to offer. Among the most 
successful Sixth Forms in Great 
Britain, it boasts an outstandingly 
productive relationships between 
staff and students. Consistently 
acknowledged in national 
league tables for its excellence of 
attainment in A-level and BTEC, 
the achievements of our students 
are outstanding.  
 

I hope that you will want to join us 
in being part of a highly motivated 
team of students and staff who work 
together in a spirit of co-operation and 
mutual respect to make The Chase 
Sixth Form comprehensively successful 
in its pursuit of excellence.

If you have any queries or questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me: 
sixthform@chase.worcs.sch.uk.

Richard Williams
Head of Sixth Form

Welcome From the Head  
of Sixth Form

0605
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“The sixth form provides outstanding education for 
learners aged between 16 and 19. Learners can 
choose from an extremely large range of subjects. 
Strong leadership, very high expectations and 
excellent pastoral care support the outstanding 
progress learners make.”

The full report is available on the Chase website.

Following the inspection in July 2016, Ofsted 
judged the Sixth Form as Outstanding and 
made the following summary comment:

Ofsted 2016

To secure access to specific courses, students will be 
required to have gained at least a Grade 5 in the 
subject they wish to study (when relevant). For certain 
subjects entry requirements may be higher and these 
are specified in the subject pages.

The Headteacher may allow entry in exceptional 
circumstances even if a student has not obtained the 
required grades. This will be dependent on the student’s 
Year 11 report and predicted final GCSE grades. There 
are very good reasons for this. We want you, above all, 
to succeed and know from experience that it is most 
helpful for students to join courses that most closely 
match their aptitudes and qualifications. 

The fact that we have a very low drop-out rate 
confirms the sense of this approach. Where mitigating 
circumstances result in lower than expected grades, 
individual circumstances are always considered. 

All students are required to have attained 
at least 5 Grade 5s or above (including 
English and Maths at a ‘Standard Pass’) 

Entry Requirements
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Normally, students will study three A-levels, although 
it will be possible for some to begin four subjects. 
AS courses will only be offered to students if they 
know for certain in January that they will be leaving 
the sixth form, or not continuing with the subject 
to A level.

BTEC vocational courses at level 3 are equivalent 
to A Level qualifications in terms of the UCAS points 
they attract. They offer a learning experience that 
has more emphasis on practical applications of 
subjects and they form a recognised part of a 
pathway leading to courses in higher education. 

A-level courses are assessed at the end 
of their two year span. 

A-levels, AS levels & BTEC

This is becoming an increasingly significant 
qualification. It is essentially an extended essay on any 
topic of your choice. Support will be offered both in 
the skills needed to complete it as well as mentoring 
through all stages of the project. Universities think very 
highly of an EPQ especially in a subject the students 
may wish to pursue and some universities do reduce 
offers on their standard tariff to students doing an EPQ. 
The project will be introduced to students in Year 12 
and it will be completed in Year 13.

The EPQ is available for students who 
have the aptitude and interest to pursue it.

It is a statutory requirement that you must 
sit English and Mathematics again if you have not 
achieved Grade 4 or better in both subjects.  
Both English and Mathematics lessons are 
timetabled for all students who are in this position.

GCSE Retakes

Extended Project 
Qualification
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Applicants will have an interview with Mr Williams  
or Ms Massam to help finalise which course is best  
for them.

There is no need to worry about this, as the discussion 
will be centred upon what is best for you and to 
ensure that you are making realistic choices that 
match your capabilities, aptitudes and aspirations. 

Paper copies of the application form will be  
supplied through Year 11 Form Tutors but you may 
also download a copy from the Sixth Form section  
of the school website. 

Prospective students are asked to 
complete and submit an application form  
by the end of January at the latest.

Application Procedure

Some degree courses demand very specific subject 
combinations. Examples include Medicine, Dentistry 
and Veterinary Science. Remember that you can 
study some subjects in the Sixth Form even if you 
have not done so in Years 10 and 11. 

Preliminary choices made on your application 
form can be changed later. Guidance is available
from Mr Williams and Ms Massam in the first instance. 
It is most important for you to be aware of the subject 
combinations expected for certain courses such as 
Dentistry, Medicine and Veterinary Science. 

If you are in any doubt whatsoever, you should be 
absolutely sure to speak to the Sixth Form staff, as 
well as consulting university websites. 

Choose subjects you enjoy and that meet 
the requirements of your Higher Education, 
Apprenticeship and career plans. 

Choosing Your Courses
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All students register for morning sessions at 8.45 a.m. 
Registers are also taken in all lessons. There are five 
lessons allocated per subject per week meaning 
regular contact with staff on a daily basis.

There is one session allocated to tutorial and 
assembly time during Unit 4 on a Friday. These 
form part of the normal timetable and all students 
are required to attend.

Students are assigned to a Sixth Form Tutor 
whose responsibility is to register attendance, 
counsel and advise the students in their 
groups on matters such as academic 
progress, Higher Education and careers.

Daily Routines

You are expected to take increasing responsibility, 
with guidance, for your own study and progress. 
You are encouraged to discuss your work with 
your parents and to seek help from teachers 
whenever your own genuine efforts still leave 
problems unresolved. 

Following conversations with your teachers, you 
will set yourself challenging targets based on your 
GCSE performance. Targets are important because 
they will help you to realise your full potential. 
At The Chase, we aim high and want you to be 
part of that positive culture.

Your academic progress is monitored 
continuously and a comprehensive system of 
checks and reports involves students, subject 
teachers, form tutors and parents.

Progress Checks



1615

www.chase.worcs.sch.uk

This facility offers a wider range of food and drinks 
than is available elsewhere in the school as the 
outlet has been set up with older students in mind. 
Ms Massam’s office is also on the ground floor and 
she is available for students during the school day.
The first floor of the building provides study areas 
and computer facilities. 

Wi-Fi access is available in the Sixth Form Centre 
so students are able to use their own tablets and 
laptop computers. There is a dedicated Sixth Form 
study area in the school library, as well as computers 
for student use. 

Sixth Form has its own administrative and 
Social Centre. The ground floor houses the 
social areas which include a cafeteria run  
by our in-house company ‘Innovate’. 

Accommodation  
and Facilities

Those who do not meet these basic requirements 
will not be permitted to proceed to the Upper 
Sixth and, if circumstances dictate, will not be 
permitted to complete the Lower Sixth Year. 

All courses in this prospectus are offered in good 
faith. If staffing, financial constraints, timetabling or 
group sizes preclude the running of any course(s), 
The Chase reserves the right to make any necessary 
modifications to the programme provided.

All students are enrolled with the 
expectation that they work hard and to  
the best of their ability.

Lower Sixth to Upper Sixth

Viability of Courses
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Success is obviously due to the high calibre 
of applicant but there is a well-established, 
personalised support mechanism in place. Each 
applicant receives detailed advice and support 
with their application as well as interview workshops 
and seminars from current Oxbridge students who 
were at The Chase Sixth Form.

Students also benefit from the Cambridge + Project 
which is run in a consortium with Hereford Sixth Form 
College. This includes extension lectures across 
a wide range of subjects and a residential trip to 
Cambridge University. 

The Chase Sixth Form has had a long 
tradition of successful applicants to 
Oxford and Cambridge. 

Oxbridge Entry
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This effort involves the teamwork of Tutors, Careers 
Advisers, Higher Education Professionals, and  
the Sixth Form team. You can play a part by researching 
courses related to your interests on the UCAS and 
individual university websites. The earlier you consider 
your preferences and the more you discuss these with 
the relevant people, the more likely it will be that you 
make the best choice of subjects for you when you 
move from GCSE/BTEC to A-level and/or BTEC. 

Paper copies of prospectuses are available in the 
Sixth Form Centre and there are materials available 
in the Sixth Form area of the school’s library. If you are 
applying to Oxbridge you will receive specific guidance, 
support and interview practice. This also applies if you 
are applying for such courses as Dentistry, Medicine 
and Veterinary Medicine. 

Throughout the Lower Sixth you will be given 
guidance on how to apply to university or 
college. A great deal of effort goes into helping 
you decide on the best options for you. 

Higher Education 

For example, there is an excellent Cyber 
Apprenticeship Development Scheme (CADS) 
involving a number of our students each year. 

Throughout the sixth form there are numerous 
opportunities to find out more about apprenticeships 
including: fairs, guest speakers, trips to companies, 
targeted applications support and workshops that 
help with CV writing and applications.

Apprenticeships are becoming an 
increasingly attractive option and there 
are a lot more opportunities available now.

Apprenticeships
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There is a variety of Careers information in the  
Sixth Form Library in both book and electronic  
forms. Visits are organised to universities, job fairs 
and higher education conventions. Speakers 
give talks on Higher Education entry, Oxbridge 
entrance, interview technique, apprenticeships, 
Gap Year, student awards, job seeking and finance.  

You will receive excellent post-results advice 
and counselling.

Careers guidance helps you make decisions 
and manage transitions between GCSE 
and Sixth Form courses, as well as providing 
additional advice, regarding Higher Education, 
apprenticeships and employment.

Careers Advice

Elective options available are: 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, Sporting and 
Recreational, Debating, Young Enterprise 
and GCSE Italian. You may also opt to become 
involved in the Amnesty International group, 
drama and community service.

At present, students can choose from 
a range of cultural / recreational electives 
in the Sixth Form. 

Elective Programme

The Charity Committee
The Charity Committee comprises volunteer members 
of the Lower Sixth and aims to raise as much money as 
possible for local and global charities. 

Last year, over £5000 was raised and distributed 
through a variety of activities organised by students.
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The 16-19 Chase Bursary Fund is designed  
to support students with their studies.

It is a discretionary scheme which is targeted at those 
students most in need of financial support. This could  
be to assist with travel to school, books, meals and even 
payments towards school trips. All applications are 
considered on an individual basis and payments are 
made to best suit each individual.

Applications are assessed according to need, and 
supporting information about income will be required.

Students who are “looked after”, care leavers who 
receive income support, and disabled young people 
who receive both Employment Support and Disability 
Living Allowance may qualify for the full bursary.
The fund is administered by the Sixth Form Pastoral Team 
which deals with all cases in a confidential manner.

Student Bursary

A series of talks by invited speakers is designed 
to help them by providing a foundation for 
informed decision-making, and raising awareness 
of the implications and consequences involved, 
irrespective of the pathway followed. 

Some of the areas considered are relationships, 
health, finance and choice of Higher Education 
establishment. A school nurse is available for 
consultation at certain points in the week and  
these are made known when the new academic 
year timetable is published, and advertised in the 
Sixth Form Centre.

Most of our Sixth Formers will leave home after 
completing their Sixth Form studies, and move 
on into new environments and relationships 
in which they will be faced with potentially 
difficult decisions. 

Personal, Social & 
Health Education
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This is a very important time as it equips students with 
vital skills and knowledge related to their aspirations. 
It is important to realise that students are expected to 
make contact with prospective employers and that 
simply e-mailing is insufficient. 

It is important that personal contact is established on 
the telephone and that students take the initiative to 
visit prospective employers.

The final two weeks of the Summer term  
are devoted to work experience for Lower 
Sixth students. 

Work Experience 26
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WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

SCOTT  ADAMS

“Creativity is allowing yourself to  
make mistakes. Art is knowing  

which ones to keep.”

At the start of the course you will work to 
a set theme exploring different media: 
photography, painting and drawing and 
clay. All learning from these workshops will be 
documented in a sketchbook. In addition to 
your main book you will be asked to keep a 
separate drawing book to fill in your own time. 
When the workshops have finished, you will 
start writing your own project for Component 
1 which is outlined in more detail below.

Component 1: 
Personal Investigation - 60% of A level
You choose the topic for your personal 
investigation. You write your own assignment 
outlining how you will meet each grading 
criteria and what external visits to galleries 
and museums will support your portfolio of 
work. This component includes a 1000-3000 
word essay linked to your theme. You will work 
on this project until February of the second 
year of your course.

Component 2: 
Externally Set Assignment - 40% of A level
You will complete this component from 
February to April in the second year of your 
course. AQA offer a range of starting points 
for this component. You will work through 
your chosen topic in exactly the same way as 
Component 1, using the same grading criteria. 
Your final outcome has to be possible to 
complete in 15 hours under exam conditions.

Most of our pupils apply to Art & Design 
Foundations Courses after their A level. 
Some apply directly to a BA course if 
they are secure in what specialism they 
want to do. Graphic Design, Illustration, 
Architecture, Fine Art and Printmaking have 
been popular choices in previous years.

Essential:
Grade 5 GCSE Art or DT
If you have not studied either then 
a suitable portfolio of work demonstrating 
your art skills will be required.

Desirable:
Grade 6 in GCSE Art or DT.

(AQA) A-LEVELArt & Design
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WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

HELEN STEVENSON (EX-HEAD GIRL )

WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

WHAT IS BIOLOGY?

(OCR) A-LEVELBiology

“The Chase was fundamental in 
providing me with the skills and 

qualifications required for continuing 
my studies at a top university.” 

Modules:
1) Development of Practical Skills in Biology
2) Foundations in Biology
3) Exchange and Transport
4) Biodiversity, Evolution and Disease
5) Communication, Homeostasis and Energy
6) Genetics, Evolution and Ecosystems.

Module 1 to 6 combined with the Practical 
Endorsement constitute the full A Level. 
A Level will be assessed through three 
examination Papers.

• Paper 1 assesses content from modules 
 1, 2, 3 and 5 (2 hours and 15 minutes)
• Paper 2 assesses content from modules 
 1, 2, 4 and 6. (2 hours and 15 minutes)
• Paper 3 assesses content from all 6 modules  
 (1 hour and 30 minutes)

An A level in Biology is a requirement if 
you wish to read for a degree in Medicine, 
Biomedical Science or Veterinary Science.

If you are considering courses such as 
Sports Science or Physiotherapy, then 
Biology is an excellent choice.

Biology is a fascinating subject which will 
help students have a greater understanding 
of issues in the news such as stem cell 
technology and genetic modification. It is a 
varied course which covers a wide range of 
Biology topics from biochemistry to ecology.

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

Essential:
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Biology or 
a Grade 6 in Additional Science with a 
Grade 7 in the Biology strand of the course.

Desirable:
Grade 5 in English Language and a 
Grade 6 in Mathematics.

WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

KARL  MARX

“Catch a man a fish and you  
can sell it to him. Teach him to  

fish and you ruin a wonderful business 
opportunity.”

(AQA) A-LEVEL

A level Business will not make you a 
millionaire by the time you are 21. It will, 
however, provide an exciting insight into 
the dynamic world of business, giving the 
basic skills necessary to produce a business 
plan and manage a company.
 
A course in business will prepare any
 student for the world of work and 
enterprise, and is an excellent basis for 
a career or a university degree course in 
business, finance, accountancy, marketing, 
economics or the Social Sciences. A level 
business will also stand you in good stead 
for a number of apprenticeships.

At the end of the A level there are three 
exams, each account for one third of the 
A Level. These exams are made up of 
multiple choice, short answer and extended 
writing questions.

The course enables students to engage with, 
explore and understand business behaviour 
and develop a critical understanding of what 
business is and does.

Subject content includes:  
• Nature and purpose of business
• Managers, leadership and decision making
• Marketing performance
• Operational performance
• Financial performance
• Human resource performance
• Strategic planning. 

Much of the course will involve looking at real 
life examples and exploring issues that affect 
our everyday lives. Apart from learning the 
theoretical aspects of business, examining 
case studies encourages students to use their 
initiative in problem-solving and gives rise to 
lively class discussions. 

Business

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

Essential:
Grade 5 in GCSE Business Studies but if the 
subject has not been taken at GCSE then 
an interest in business. Grade 5 in Maths.

Desirable:
Grade 6 in Business Studies and Grade 5 
in English.
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WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

(OCR) A-LEVEL 

LOUIS  PASTEUR

“Where Observation is  
concerned, chance favours  

only the prepared mind.”

Modules
1) Development of Practical Skills in Chemistry
2) Foundations in Chemistry
3) Periodic Table and Energy
4) Core Organic Chemistry
5) Physical Chemistry and Transition Elements
6) Organic Chemistry and Analysis.

Module 1 to 6, combined with the Practical 
Endorsement constitutes the full A-Level. 

A level Chemistry is assessed through three 
examination papers, the first two of 135 
minutes duration, the third lasting 90 minutes.

• Paper 1 Module 1, 2, 3 and 5.
• Paper 2 Module 1, 2, 4 and 6.
• Paper 3 Module 1 to 6.

Chemistry

An A Level in Chemistry is a requirement if 
you wish to read for a degree in Medicine 
or Veterinary Science. It is a highly regarded 
qualification when entering any other area of 
study. 

Your study of Chemistry will help build logical 
thinking and problem solving skills that will 
be vital to any future career in areas such as 
Business, Management, Industry or Research.

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

Essential:
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Chemistry or a 
Grade 6 in Additional Science with a Grade 
7 in the Chemistry strand of the course.

Desirable:
Grade 5 in English Language and 
Grade 6 in Mathematics.

WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

(OCR) A-LEVEL 

E .W.  D IJKSTRA

“Computer science is no more  
about computers than astronomy  

is about telescopes.”

Many students go on to university, 
successfully taking a variety of 
Computer Science disciplines at degree 
level and beyond. A level Computer 
Science is also useful for a number of 
courses such as Mathematics, Physics, 
Design, Engineering, Business Management, 
Economics, and Accounting.

There is a large amount of local 
demand for students with relevant 
Computing and C# coding experience 
and therefore many opportunities exist for 
Higher Level Apprenticeships with local 
technology companies.

Coursework 20% of total A Level

The subject content is based on: 
programming; data structures; algorithms; 
computation; data representation; 
computer systems; computer organisation 
and architecture; communication and 
networking; databases, Big Data, functional 
programming and problem solving.

Component 1: Written exam: 
Computing Principles: 2 hours 30 minutes, 
40% of the A-level

Component 2: Written exam: 
Algorithms and Programming: 2 hours 30 
minutes, 40% of the A level.

Component 3: Practical investigation of a 
topic of your own choice. 20% of the A level.

Computer Science

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

Essential:
Grade 5 in GCSE Computer Science and 
Grade 5 in Maths and a Science.

Desirable:
Grade 6 in GCSE Computer Science.
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WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

ALBERT  E INSTE IN

(BTEC) LEVEL 3

“Creativity is intelligence  
having fun.”

The course gives learners the opportunity 
to gain an understanding of employment 
opportunities, job requirements and 
working practices within the media sector. 
It provides a qualification that will enable 
progression to further study, training or 
employment in the media sector. 

It also helps to develop media technology 
skills that may be applicable in other work 
situations or other qualifications. Students 
of Creative Media Production develop 
a range of personal skills and attitudes 
essential for successful performance in 
their working and personal lives.

This course is equivalent to 1 A level.
The BTEC Level 3 in Creative Media
Production is an ideal course for students with 
an imagination who are looking towards a 
career in the development of visual media. 
Units covered over the two years are: 

Unit 1: Media Representations  
(externally assessed)

Unit 4: Pre-production Portfolio

Unit 8: Responding to a Commission  
(externally assessed)

Unit 10: Film Production

BTEC Creative Media

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

Essential:
Grade 4 or equivalent in Creative iMedia, 
Art, ICT or Computing. A prior knowledge 
of editing software and interest in the 
Creative Media industry; with a focus on 
the production and analysis of media 
products; would be advantageous.

Desirable:
Grade 5s in English, Maths and Science.

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

ALINA WHEELER

“Design is intelligence 
made visible.” 

Principles of Design and Technology 
Component 1: Written exam: 2 hours 30 
minutes 50% of the qualification, 120 marks

You will be required to apply knowledge 
and understanding of a wide range of 
materials; including modern and smart 
materials, and processes used in product 
design and manufacture. You will develop 
an understanding of contemporary industrial 
and commercial practices applied to 
designing and manufacturing products. Also 
health and safety procedures and relevant 
legislation, systems and control, including 
modern manufacturing processes and 
systems and how these might be applied in 
the design and manufacture of products. 
Designers from the past provide inspiration 
for present and future designing. You will 
investigate the important contribution that 
key historical movements and figures have on 
modern design thinking.

Independent Design and Make Project 
Component 2: Non-examined assessment
50% of the qualification, 120 marks

In this project, you will be encouraged to use 
creativity and imagination when applying 
iterative design processes to develop and 
modify designs, and to design and make 
prototypes that solve real world problems, 
considering others’ needs, wants and values. 
You will be expected to take ownership of 
all aspects of their work in this project, which 
will include research, designing, modelling, 
making and evaluating. In order to reach 
high attainment levels, you must adopt a 
commercial design approach to your work, 
reflecting how a professional designer might 
deal with a design problem and its resolution.

Among the varied courses and occupations 
pursued as a result of studying Product Design 
are: Architect, Electrical Engineer, Structural 
Engineer, Industrial Design, Graphic Design, 
Product Design and Mechanical Engineer.

(EDEXCEL) A-LEVELD&T: Product Design

Essential:
Grade B in Resistant Materials, Graphic 
Products, Systems and Controls or Textiles. 
(D&T GCSE still use A-G grades)
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WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

DANIELLE  BODY

(AQA) A LEVEL 

“Drama is every aspect of life.”

As well as enabling the study of practical/
academic Drama and Theatre Studies or 
Performing Arts at college or university, Drama 
is a highly regarded subject that is recognised 
by universities and employers as excellent 
preparation for a wide variety of degree 
courses or careers. As well as developing 
specific dramatic and communication 
skills, it requires and develops teamwork, 
independent analytical and evaluative 
skills, creativity, and also the application of 
theory to practical tasks, and critical thinking 
and much more. The course develops skills 
which are highly beneficial to many career 
paths; particularly those where team work 
and public presentation is vital. Past Chase 
A Level Drama students’ progression ranges 
from designing Broadway shows, acting and 
performing in the West End, becoming English 
and Drama teachers or journalists or leading 
managers in the business world.

Reflective report analysing and evaluating 
theatrical interpretation of all three extracts.
In the practical components students may 
specialise in performing, lighting, sound, set, 
costume, puppets and/or directing.

60% Practical work (including written 
coursework); 40% Examination. The subject 
content for A level Drama and Theatre is 
divided into three components: 

1) Drama and Theatre: Knowledge and 
understanding of drama and theatre. Study of 
two set plays; Analysis and evaluation of the 
work of live theatre makers (written paper).

2) Creating original drama: Process of creating 
devised drama. Performance of devised 
drama (students may contribute as performer, 
designer or director). Devised piece must be 
influenced by the work and methodologies of 
one prescribed practitioner.

3) Making theatre: Practical exploration and 
interpretation of three extracts, each taken 
from a different play. Methodology of a 
prescribed practitioner must be applied to 
Extract 3, and it is to be performed as a final 
assessed piece (students may contribute as 
performer, designer or director).

Drama & Theatre 

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

Essential:
Grade 5 or above in GCSE Drama and/or 
English Literature and desire to perform.

Desirable:
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Drama and/or 
English Literature and desire to perform.

WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

(AQA) A-LEVEL

B ILL  BONNER (ED I TOR OF  THE  DAILY  RECKONING)

“The entire world economy  
rests on the consumer; if he  

ever stops spending money he 
doesn’t have the things he doesn’t 

need - we’re done for.”

Individuals, firms, markets and market failure 
• The economic problem and economic   
 methodology.
• Individual economic decision making.
• Price determination in a competitive market.
• Production, costs and revenue.
• Perfect competition, imperfectly competitive  
 markets and monopoly.
• The labour market.
• The distribution of income and wealth:   
 poverty and inequality.
• The market mechanism, market failure and  
 government intervention in markets.

The national and international economy
• The measurement of macroeconomic   
 performance.
• How the macroeconomy works.
• Economic performance.
• Financial markets and monetary policy.
• Fiscal policy and supply-side policies.
• The international economy.

Economics is a very transferable, useful 
and interesting A- level. What potential 
employers want most is someone with 
motivation, intelligence, and proven ability 
to work. Gaining an Economics A level 
shows that you have all of these qualities.
 
A level Economics can lead you to degrees 
in economics, business, social sciences 
and engineering. You can also decide to 
pursue apprenticeships in finance including: 
banking, accounting and Insurance.

Students develop the knowledge and skills 
needed to understand and analyse data, 
think critically about issues and make 
informed decisions.
 
At the end of the A level there are three 
exams, each account for one third of the 
A Level. These exams are made up of 
multiple choice, short answer and extended 
writing questions.

Economics

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

Essential:
Grade 5 in GCSE Business Studies but if the 
subject has not been taken at GCSE then 
an interest in economics. Grade 5 in Maths.

Desirable:
Grade 6 in Business Studies and Grade 5 
in English
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WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

RALPH WALDO EMERSON

“Language is a city to the  
building of which every human  

being brought a stone.”

Have you ever wondered:
• If women really talk more than men?
• If one accent is better than another?
• Why we don’t speak like Shakespeare   
 anymore?
• If the words we use to represent people   
 can really influence people’s perception?

The course will challenge your perceptions 
about language and help you to look 
beyond the widely held beliefs we so often 
encounter. It will furnish you with an excellent 
understanding of how the English language 
works and how its speakers and writers use it. 

You will study ‘Language, the Individual and 
Society’. In this module you will learn how 
to analyse spoken, written and multimodal 
language from an amazing variety of texts. 
You will develop a keen understanding 
of how these texts are structured and how 
the writer or speaker uses language to 
create meaning.

The module ‘Language Diversity and Change’ 
is taught alongside the first module. From the 
start of the course you will explore topics such 
as Representation, Accent and Dialect and 
Language and Gender. Moreover, at A-Level 
you will also study how language changes 
and how children acquire spoken language 
and learn to write.

• The A-level is assessed through two    
 examinations, each counting for 40% of the  
 A-level, plus a Non-Examination Assessment  
 worth 20%.

You will develop your own writing and 
communication skills, making English Language 
an excellent preparation for future study and 
further employment. Students who are considering 
a career in Law, teaching or management, 
or any other job in which higher understanding 
of language and excellent communication skills 
are imperative, will find this course invaluable.

(AQA) A-LEVEL English Language

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

Essential:
Grade 5 in GCSE English Language.

Desirable:
Grade 6 in GCSE English Language.

WHERE CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

(EDEXCEL) A-LEVEL 

ROBERT  FROST

“A poem begins in delight and  
ends in wisdom.”

Component 1: 
Drama - One Shakespeare and one  
other drama text.
• The Importance of Being Earnest by 
 Oscar Wilde
• King Lear by Shakespeare

Component 2:  
Prose - Two thematically linked texts, 
at least one pre 1900.

• The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
• Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

Component 3:  
Poetry - A selection of poems from two 
published poetry texts.

• Poems of the Decade An Anthology of   
 the Forward Books of Poetry ( all poems   
 published after 2000)
• The Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale by   
 Geoffrey Chaucer

English Literature

English Literature has the power to make 
those who engage in it more tolerant, 
sophisticated, civilised and creative. It 
helps you develop communication skills, 
cultural knowledge and the power of 
independent thought. 

These skills encourage a versatility of 
approach and breadth of response which 
could prove to be a blessing in an age in 
which you may change career several 
times. The obvious career paths that lead 
from it are teaching, journalism, publishing, 
advertising and law.

Coursework:  
Assessed via two texts – may be linked 
by theme, author, movement or period.

• The Wasp Factory by Iain Banks and one  
 free choice

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

Essential:
Grade 5 in GCSE English Literature.

Desirable:
Grade 6 in GCSE English Literature.
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WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

MAYA DEREN

“For more than anything else, cinema 
consists of the eye for magic – that which 
perceives and reveals the marvellous in 

whatsoever it looks upon.”

(WJEC) A-LEVEL 

A Film Studies A level qualification shows that a 
student has the ability to analyse and synthesise 
ideas and concepts inherent in works of art and 
can offer arguments for a range of perspectives 
and positions that complex films can suggest. 
Skills are transferable between this and other 
humanities subjects and students can offer 
discursive and analytical skills across a range 
of professions. Students can continue the study 
the subject at university and can choose to 
specialise in academic study of the art form or to 
move towards more production-based courses.

A level specifications in film studies will 
offer students an in-depth, rigorous and 
coherent course of study which requires 
them to be able to demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of a diverse range of 
film, including:

• Documentary, film from the Silent Era,   
 experimental film and short film.
• Film in national, global and historical   
 contexts.
• Film and its key contexts (including    
 social, cultural, political, historical and   
 technological).

Students at A level will study a minimum of 
eleven critically recognised, culturally and 
historically significant feature-length films, 
together with a selection of short films, set 
by the awarding organisation. The films will 
include the following:

• US films, at least one of which will be   
 independent.
• English language films made outside the 
 US, at least two of which will be British.
• European and/or other non-English   
 language films.

Coursework:
In addition to the above, students will 
produce one piece of coursework; either 
a short film or a screenplay.

Film Studies 

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

Essential:
Grade 5 in either English or English 
Literature as many of the skills are 
transferable to A level Film Studies.

Desirable:
Grade 6 in either English or English 
Literature as many of the skills are 
transferable to A level Film Studies.

WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

“Je ne te dis pas que ce sera facile, 
je te dis que ça en vaudra la peine.”

FRENCH PROVERB

The A-level course comprises four Modules: 
• Aspects of French-speaking society:  

current trends 
• Artistic culture in the French-speaking world 
• Aspects of French-speaking society:  

current issues 
• Aspects of political life in the French-speaking 

world

Students will also study a film in Year 12 and 
a novel in Year 13.

Assessment
Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing 2 hours 30 
minutes (50% of marks)

Paper 2: Writing 2 hours (20% of marks)

Paper 3: Speaking 21-23 minutes (30% of marks)

You will learn how to translate from French into 
English and vice versa. You will also have to do 
an independent research project which you will 
present in the oral exam.

A level French is an essential foundation 
for anyone wishing to study the subject 
at university and will be very helpful if you 
decide you want to start another language 
ab initio as part of a degree course. Being 
able to speak a second language opens 
many doors in the global community and
is useful in many fields, not just translating 
and teaching. 

In addition, A level languages are highly 
regarded by employers and universities and 
candidates who have this qualification are 
sought after. There are many opportunities 
available to people with language skills. 
For example, many business or engineering 
courses offer a language element as well 
as the opportunity to spend time abroad. 
Being able to speak French is a lifelong skill 
and will enable you to fully explore and 
enjoy other cultures.

(AQA) A-LEVEL French

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

Essential:
Grade 5 in French at GCSE, as well 
as Grade 5 in English.

Desirable:
Grade 6 in French at GCSE.
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At the end of the A level there are two 
exams, each worth 40% of the A-Level. 
These exams are made up of multiple 
choice, short answer and extended writing 
questions. There is also an independent 
fieldwork investigation (coursework) which 
makes up the remaining 20%.

WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

MICHAEL  PAL IN

“So many of the world’s current 
issues (at a global scale and locally) 
boil down to geography, and need 

the geographers of the future to help 
us understand them.”

Geography is a popular and stimulating 
subject at A level. The course covers both the 
physical and human environments and the 
complex interaction of processes that shape 
our world. We will investigate how human 
intervention affects the environment and 
how people adapt and mitigate the effects 
of processes on their environment. 
This is complex and dynamic; varies from 
place to place depending on people’s 
resources, technology and culture. 
Geography at A level has been designed 
so that students will develop a broad 
understanding of the subject through 
an engaging range of topics.

Topics studied in the first year include: 
• Water and carbon cycles
• Contemporary urban environments 
• Changing places
• Global systems and governance
• Hazards 
• Coastal systems and landscapes

As a ‘facilitating’ subject, Geography 
is ideal for those planning to study 
at University. Geography graduates 
have some of the highest rates of 
graduate employment.

The subject equips you with a wide 
variety of transferable skills and a global 
perspective on social, economic and 
environmental concerns. Geographers 
go on to pursue careers in urban 
regeneration, energy supply, retail 
management, teaching, journalism, 
law, resource management, business 
management and many more.

(AQA) A-LEVEL Geography

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

Essential:
Grade 5 in GCSE Geography. If you have 
not studied Geography at GCSE then 
every case will be treated on its merits.

Desirable:
Grade 6 in Geography at GCSE.

WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

GERMAN PROVERB

“Anfangen ist leicht,  
Beharren eine Kunst.”

The A-Level course comprises four modules: 
• Aspects of German-speaking society  
 (Family/The digital world/Youth culture)
• Artistic culture in the German-speaking 
 world (Festivals and traditions/Art and   
 architecture/Berlin)
• Multiculturalism in German-speaking society  
 (Immigration/Integration/Racism) 
• Aspects of political life in the German-speaking  
 world (Germany and the EU/Politics and young  
 people/The reunification and its consequences)
 
Students will also study a film in Year 12 (Goodbye 
Lenin) and a play in Year 13 (Der Besuch der alten 
Dame). The A-Level exam consists of three units of 
assessment at the end of Year 13:

Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Writing 2 hours 
30 minutes (50% of marks)
Paper 2: Writing 2 hours (20% of marks) 
Paper 3: Speaking (oral exam) 21-23 minutes 
(30% of marks)

(AQA) A-LEVEL German

With the advances in modern day technology 
and as we become citizens of the wider 
“global village”, it is more important than 
ever that we develop the ability to get to 
know our counterparts from around the world, 
understand their cultures and communicate 
effectively with them by learning to speak their 
languages. German has over 180 million users in 
about 40 countries worldwide. From Bavaria to 
Berlin, Bern to Brussels, German can be heard 
across Europe and this course aims to provide 
students with the skills to join in. 

This course will provide a sound basis for 
those who go on to study German to degree 
level. With opportunities for linguists within the 
business, finance, sales, manufacturing and 
hospitality industries, learning a language does 
not just lead to translating, the travel industry 
and teaching. Many Higher Education courses 
in subjects such as Marketing, Business, Science 
and Engineering now include an element 
of language study and/or period of work 
experience abroad.

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

Essential:
Grade 5 in German at GCSE, as well 
as Grade 5 in English.

Desirable:
Grade 6 in German at GCSE.
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WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

“You were born with the 
ability to change someone’s life. 

Don’t waste it.” 

There are two written examinations and two 
internal assessments. The evidence for internal 
assessments can be in the form of written 
reports, projects, log books, reflective journals, 
and presentations with assessor questions.
 
There are three mandatory units, one 
internal and two external. You will cover a 
wide range of information from knowledge 
and understanding of human growth and 
development, health and well-being across the 
life stages (babies to the elderly) to diagnostic 
procedures of physiological disorders.

Units that will be covered:
• Human Lifespan Development - 
 Written examination.
• Working in Health and Social Care - 
 Written Examination
• Meeting Individual Care and Support needs -  
 Internally assessed.
• Optional unit: Physiological Disorders and   
 their care – Internally assessed

This course prepares students to enter a variety 
of courses at university or for employment 
as Doctors, Teachers, Armed Forces, 
Paramedics, Nurses, Social Workers, Health 
Care professionals – and many other roles 
directly related to Health and Social Care.

(EDEXCEL) BTEC LEVEL 3 Health & Social Care

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

Essential:
Five good GCSEs, including grade G4 
in Mathematics, Science or English.

Desirable:
Grade 5 in English, Maths and Science.

WHAT IS BTEC HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE?

The extended Certificate in Health and 
Social Care is the equivalent to one A 
level. It is a flexible unit based structure. 
Knowledge and understanding is applied 
in both examination and project based 
assessments. It gives a broad introduction 
to the Health and Social Care sector and 
supports progression into Higher Education. 
It is an excellent course for those wishing to 
progress in to careers in the health sector, 
adult and children’s services, youth work, 
occupational health, and the care industry.
It consists of four units of study - three of 
which are mandatory and an optional one 
chosen by the teacher.

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

 GEORGE ORWELL

“The one duty we have to history  
is to rewrite it.”

(OCR) A-LEVEL

This A level is ideal for those wishing to go on 
and study at University, not just humanities 
but also computer science, engineering 
and other subjects, as it trains students to 
select and assimilate large amounts of 
complex information, assess it and recast 
it for their intended audience. 

It makes it an ideal choice for future leaders 
of business, lawyers, teachers and politicians 
as well as for those wanting to work in the 
media and beyond.

History is an extremely popular and dynamic 
subject at A level. It is also highly successful 
in preparing students for academic success 
at university. Students follow the OCR A Level 
course and all modules are examined at the 
end of the two-year course.

• Britain 1930-1997  
 (enquiry topic: Churchill 1930-1951) (Y113)   
 25% of total A-level
• The American Revolution 1740-1796 (Y212)   
 15% of total A level
• Coursework – an independently research   
 essay (Y100) 20% of total A level
• Thematic study, Russia & its rulers 1855-1964  
 (Y318) 40% of total A level

History

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

Essential:
It is not essential to have studied History at 
GCSE, as skills and subjects are developed 
during the course. Many students return 
to the subject after GCSEs, although it is 
generally expected that at least Grade 5 
is achieved in English and History at GCSE.

Desirable:
Grade 6 in English and History at GCSE.
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WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

MELANIE  RECKER  ( INTER IOR DES IGNER)

“Investing in a social media strategy 
was one of the best things we ever 
did as a company. Most of our new 

customers these days come to us 
through Facebook friends or from 

reading our blog.” 

This course is equivalent to 1 A level.

This BTEC course is equivalent to one GCE 
A level and comprises four units of work. 
Assessment is based 50% on coursework 
and 50% from external assessments: a written 
paper and a ten hour controlled assessment 
task on the computers. Completion of the 
core units can lead to the award of a 
Level 3 BTEC Certificate in IT, equivalent 
to an AS level.
 
The course covers a wide range of topics, 
and the available modules are as follows:

• Information Technology Systems
• Creating Systems to Manage Information
• Using Social Media in Business
• Website Development

The course gives learners the opportunity 
to gain an understanding of employment 
opportunities, job requirements and working 
practices within the IT and computing 
sector. It provides a qualification that will 
enable progression to Foundation Degree 
in Applied Computing, HNC/HND or Degree 
in IT or Computing, or employment in the 
IT and Computing industry.

There is a large amount of local demand 
for students with relevant IT experience, 
and therefore many opportunities exist for 
Higher Level Apprenticeships with local 
technology companies.

(EDEXCEL) BTEC LEVEL 3 BTEC IT

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

Essential:
An appropriate attitude to learning and 
Grade 4 or equivalent in ICT, Computing 
or Creative iMedia.

Desirable:
Grade 5 in English, Maths and Science.

WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

“Good Mathematics is not about 
how many answers you know... It’s 
about how you behave when you 

don’t know.”

There is no coursework. 

Component 1: Applied Mathematics

• Students will work on a combination 
 of Statistics and Mechanics over the 
 two year course
• Statistics will require students to be able to   
 apply their acquired skills to a large data   
 set to summarise the information in a   
 practical and useful way. 
• Mechanics will look at solving problems   
 related to movement , mass and distance.  
 There are some similarities to what will be   
 studied in physics.

Component 2 : Core or Pure Maths

• Over the two year course students will   
 develop their algebraic skills and meet   
 new areas such as calculus. Mathematics   
 will develop into a strong problem solving   
 tool which will develop transferable thinking  
 skills which are useful across many subjects
• There will be two final papers to test the 
 core mathematics.

Students who study mathematics find 
it a rewarding and enjoyable subject. It 
helps to develop a series of skills which 
are transferable to most occasions in 
everyday life and helps you to logically 
think through how to tackle problems with 
the evidence and skills you have available. 
Most degree courses require a higher than 
GCSE standard of maths and those who 
study mathematics at degree level are 
highly employable with a good prospect 
of higher wages.

(EDEXCEL) A-LEVEL Mathematics

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

Essential:
A Grade 7 at GCSE in Mathematics.

Desirable:
A Grade 8 for those students wishing 
to study Further Maths.

If you have a Grade 6 at GCSE and want 
to study A Level Mathematics, you will be 
advised on an individual basis.
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WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

“Of the current 30 fastest growing 
occupations, 16 will require substantial 

mathematics preparation.”

You will be studying alongside those 
students doing A level Maths over the two 
years of the A level course.

There are additional lessons where just 
Further Maths content is taught.

Further Maths allows you to extend 
algebraic skills and also develops statistical 
and mechanical skills beyond the A level 
Maths requirements.

Students who study Further Mathematics are 
mostly looking to get into university to study 
either maths or mathematically related 
subjects such as engineering and sciences. 
Further Mathematics demonstrates a strong 
level of ability at A level and consequently 
can be a major advantage when applying 
for top universities.

(EDEXCEL) A-LEVEL Further Mathematics

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

Essential:
A Grade 7 at GCSE in Mathematics.

Desirable:
A Grade 8 for those students wishing 
to study Further Maths.

If you have a Grade 6 at GCSE and want 
to study A Level Mathematics, you will be 
advised on an individual basis.

WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?
WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

DR.  CHARLES  ELOIT , 
FORMER PRES IDENT  OF  HARVARD UNIVERS I TY

“Music rightly is the best 
mind trainer.”

A Level Music comprises three modules: 
Performing, Composing and Appraising. 
These are broadly similar to the corresponding 
modules at GCSE but take the learning 
a stage further.

You will learn how to analyse a wide range 
of styles of music in detail; how to improve 
your performing skills and present them in 
the context of a recital; how to develop 
compositional ideas to create more mature 
pieces of music, and how to apply musical 
language to both familiar and unfamiliar 
music. You will also improve your skills in 
understanding and using musical notation 
and increase your knowledge of musical 
history. A Level Music develops an 
understanding of history, of languages and 
of literature and is therefore most suitable for 
students who are keen to improve their all-
round skills rather than just focus on performing.

Unit 1: Performing (30% of marks)  
A performance of at least 8 minutes of music, 
recorded in March or April of the exam year.

Unit 2: Composing (30% of marks)  
Two compositions (at least one to a set brief 
given by the exam board) done as coursework 
for submission in May of the exam year.

Unit 3: Appraising (40% of marks)  
One written/listening exam paper at the
end of the course.

A level Music is an essential requirement for 
almost all university music courses. It is also 
a well-regarded supporting subject for 
most other university courses, being a 
highly-regarded qualification which shows 
that an individual is well-rounded, with 
not only performing but also creative 
and analytical skills. The field of music 
technology is also expanding and many 
students consider this either as a degree 
course or as an apprenticeship.

(EDEXCEL) A-LEVEL Music

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

Essential:
Grade 5 in GCSE Music; otherwise you 
will need to have at least Grade 5 on 
an instrument AND Grade 5 theory.

Desirable:
Grade 6 in GCSE Music.





49

PH
YS

IC
S

50

PS
YC

H
O

LO
G

Y

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

ALBERT  E INSTE IN

 “Look deep into nature, and 
then you will understand 

everything better.”

Physics is the study of how things work, from the 
astrophysics, which describes stars and galaxies 
to the particle physics of quarks and leptons. 
As a physics student at The Chase you will study 
a tremendous range of ideas, which contribute 
to our current understanding of the world we 
live in. Topics throughout the course include 
particles and radiation, waves, mechanics and 
energy, electricity, thermal physics, fields and 
nuclear physics.
 
Practical work will play an important part in 
your studies, which will encourage the 
development of excellent key skills and will be 
assessed in the written papers. Although there 
is not a coursework component to the course 
you will work towards completing the Practical 
Endorsement in Physics which, if passed, will be 
reported on your certificate.

Physics is one of the most respected A levels 
there is. It shows you are numerate and can 
handle a demanding course to a high level.
 
Some people will go on to a Physics 
degree, but it is a good subject to have 
for anything, from accountancy to zoology 
as well as the more obvious engineering 
and science courses.
 
The course you will study has been designed 
in conjunction with industry and higher 
education. As a result, you will obtain a 
qualification that is well regarded in a wide 
range of academic and practical careers.
 

(AQA) A-LEVEL Physics 

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

Essential:
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Physics or 
a Grade 6 in Additional Science with a 
Grade 7 in the Physics strand of the course.

Desirable:
Grade 5 in English Language and Grade 6 
in Mathematics.

WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

(AQA) A-LEVEL 

CARL  JUNG

“Everything that irritates us 
about others can lead us to an 

understanding of ourselves.”

Topics studied in the first year include:
• Social influence
• Memory
• Attachment
• Approaches in psychology
• Biopsychology
• Psychopathology
• Research methods

During the second year of the course students 
will study the following topics:
• Schizophrenia
• Relationships
• Psychology of Addiction
• Research methods
• Issues and Debates
• Biopsychology

At the end of the A-level there are three exams, 
each account for one third of the A Level. 
All exams consist of multiple choice, short answer 
and extended writing questions.

Psychology is a wide ranging subject with a 
number of branches: Clinical, Educational, 
Sport, Forensic, etc. 

Students may wish to continue with the 
subject at degree level. Alternatively, 
as a social science, Psychology leads to 
a variety of career paths as it provides 
a useful grounding for a number of areas 
such as marketing, education, business, 
nursing and criminology.

Psychology 

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

Essential:
Grade 5 in any GCSE Science, English and Maths.

Desirable:
Grade 6 in any GCSE Biology and a Grade 6 
in GCSE English and Maths.
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WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

A-LEVEL

CARL  JUNG

“Everything that irritates us about others can 
lead us to an understanding of ourselves.”

Physical Education is a diverse subject looking at 
the art and science of movement from a practical 
and theoretical perspective. It allows learners to 
study Physical Education in an academic setting, 
enabling them to critically analyse and evaluate 
their physical performance and apply their 
experience of practical activity in developing their 
knowledge and understanding of the subject.

Unit 01: 30%
Physiological Factors Affecting Performance. 
Applied Anatomy and Physiology, Exercise 
Physiology and Biomechanics.

Unit 02: 20%
Psychological Factors Affecting Performance. 
Skill Acquisition, Sports Psychology.

Unit 03: 20%
Socio-cultural Issues In Physical Activity And Sport. 
Sport and Society, Contemporary Issues in Physical 
Activity and Sport.

Unit 04: 30%
Performance in Physical Education. Performance 
in one selected activity, evaluation and analysis 
of performance for improvement. Eapi oral 
presentation in one activity.

The course offers a great deal to any student 
wishing to study a broad balance of subjects and 
topics at A level.

Physical Education is a consistently popular area 
of study that can lead to a large variety of career 
opportunities in leisure, recreation, medicine, 
sport, coaching and teaching Sports Science, 
Sports Management, Sports Medicine, Sports 
Psychology, Nutrition and Sport, Sports Injuries/
Therapy, Physiotherapy, Sports Development 
Officer, Sports Coaching, Sports Journalist, Armed 
Forces, Emergency Services, Leisure Centre, 
Health Clinics, Leisure and Tourism, Personal 
Trainer, Movement Analysis and even Teaching!!

Physical Education 

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

Essential:
Physical Education GCSE Grade 5 or above 
(with a good theory grade) or BTEC Sport level 
2 Distinction*. As well as or Science, Maths and 
English at G5 or above. It is not essential for you 
to have studied GCSE Physical Education before 
taking this course, although it would be beneficial.

Desirable:
Grade 6 at GCSE Physical Education.
Committed to performing their chosen activity 
on a regular basis.

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE? WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

CONFUCIUS

“I hear and I forget. I see and I 
remember. I do and I understand.”

This course is equivalent to 2 A levels.
For over 30 years BTEC Nationals have been widely 
recognised by industry and higher education as a 
highly successful vocational Level 3 qualification. 
They provide progression to the workplace 
either directly or via study at a higher level. A 
recent YouGov survey, showed that 62% of large 
companies have recruited employees with BTEC 
qualifications. Well over 100,000 BTEC students 
apply to UK universities every year and their BTEC 
Nationals are accepted by over 150 UK universities 
and higher education institutes for relevant degree 
programmes either on their own or in combination 
with A Levels. BTEC Nationals require applied 
learning that brings together knowledge.

Career opportunities include: Health and 
fitness, Coaching, Teaching, Training, 
Outdoor Education, Professional Sport, Sports 
Development officers, Sports science, Armed 
forces, Sports medicine, Sports Psychology, 
Recreation Management, graduate degree 
courses in Physical Education, sport and leisure.

The units studied are:
1)  Principles of Anatomy and Physiology
2)  The Physiology of Fitness
3)  Sports Coaching
4)  Practical Team Sports
5)  Fitness Training and Programming
6)  Fitness Testing for Sport and Exercise
7)  Assessing Risk in Sport
8)  Sports Development
9)  Sports Injuries
10) Rules and Regulations and Officiating in Sport
11) Exercise, Health and Lifestyle
12) Sports Nutrition

EDEXCEL (BTEC) LEVEL 3BTEC Sport

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

Essential:
Five good GCSEs, including Grade 4 or equivalent 
in GCSE PE or BTEC SPORT level 2 Distinction 
level. For those who have not followed physical 
education as an examination subject at GCSE 
level, a Grade 4 is required in a combination of 
Mathematics, Science or English.

Desirable:
Grade 5 in English, Maths and Science.
Committed to performing their chosen activity 
on a regular basis.
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WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

MART IN  LUTHER  K ING

“Our lives begin to end the day  
we become silent about things  

that matter.”

(AQA) A-LEVEL 

Studying A Level Sociology will help you to 
make sense of the society we live in and 
understand the cultural and identity issues 
which affect us all. The course is based on 
100% examination and the modules studied 
in the first year include: 

• Education
• Research Methods
• Methods in Context
• Work, Poverty and Welfare

In the second year, the modules consist of:
• Theory and Methods
• The Media
• Crime and Deviance

At A level there are three exams, each 
account for one third of your A-level. The 
three exams last 2 hours and are worth 80 
marks each. All exams consist of a mixture of 
short answer and extended writing questions.

Students can continue with their study of 
Sociology to pursue a degree in the subject 
area. Alternatively Sociology has many 
transferable skills which can lead to 
a variety of jobs, apprenticeships and 
degree routes such as Social Work, 
Forensics, Education, Research, Politics 
and Journalism.
 

Sociology

WHAT CAN THIS COURSE LEAD TO?
WHAT DOES THIS COURSE INVOLVE?

(AQA) A-LEVEL Spanish

“Al vencer sin obstáculos se  
triunfa sin gloria.”

The AS course comprises four Modules: 
• Aspects of Hispanic Society (Modern and   
 traditional values/Cyberspace/Equal rights)
• Artistic Culture in the Hispanic World 
 (Modern day idols/Spanish regional identity/ 
 Cultural heritage)
• Multiculturalism in Hispanic Society    
 (Immigration/Racism/Integration)
• Aspects of Political Life in the Hispanic world  
 (Today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens/Monarchies  
 and dictatorships/Popular movements)

Assessment:
The A Level exam consists of three units of 
assessment at the end of Year 13:

Paper 1: Listening, Reading and Writing 2 hours 
30 minutes (50% of marks)
Paper 2: Writing 2 hours (20% of marks)
Paper 3: Speaking (oral exam) 21-23 minutes 
(30% of marks)

An A level in Spanish gives you the confidence 
to communicate with 350 million Spanish 
speakers worldwide. It will also give you 
strong linguistic skills to develop your learning 
of other languages and to understand your 
own language better. A level Spanish is a 
wonderful addition to any curriculum vitae 
because languages are useful in many areas 
as well as being intellectually fascinating and 
demanding. A levels in languages are highly 
valued by employers and universities because 
they show an open mind, adaptability and 
curiosity. You will have opportunities to work 
in business, finance, sales, manufacturing and 
hospitality industries amongst others. It will give 
you a communication edge in a competitive 
global market. 

You will learn how to translate from Spanish 
into English and vice versa. You will also have 
to do an independent research project which 
you will present in the oral exam.
 
Students will also study a film in Year 12 and 
a novel in Year 13.

SPANISH PROVERB

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

Essential:
Grade 5 in GCSE English and Maths.

Desirable:
Grade 6 in English, Maths or RE, History 
or Geography.

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS?

Essential:
Grade 5 in Spanish at GCSE, as well as Grade 5 
in English.

Desirable:
Grade 6 in Spanish at GCSE.
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