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amendments.  
 

Vision 

Extended Home Learning enables our students to develop key skills and subject 

knowledge as part of a balanced curriculum which is planned to meet the individual 

needs of students. We believe that it is important to offer opportunities for success for all 

students and we seek to provide opportunities for parents and carers to support their 

children across all Key Stages. Students need to develop skills as independent learners and 

we believe that opportunities to engage in extended home learning contributes to 

students becoming confident and independent in their learning, a necessary skill 

throughout their time at school, and in adult life.  

 

Aims 

We set extended home learning tasks for a number of reasons.  These include: 

 To develop our students’ ability to study and learn independently. 

 To enable students to cover more subject content than is possible in lessons alone. 

 To establish and maintain strong home-school links. 

 To develop our students’ ability to organize their time and priorities in order to 

meet deadlines. 

 To reinforce and extend learning from lessons. 

 To allow teachers to assess the learning of students and to plan further lessons 

accordingly. 

 

Effective Extended Learning: 

 Should be differentiated to suit the learning needs of all students 

 Has clear instructions to enable students to complete the work 

 Is planned as part of a series of lessons, relevant to the Scheme of Work, and 

clearly supports learning 

 Is valued by staff, students and parents 

 Has a clear purpose, enabling progress. 

 

Practice 

All students will be expected to complete extended home learning tasks but the length 

and time spent completing these activities will vary according to the age and aptitude of 

the student and the course that the student follows.   
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Across all Key Stages students should be given clear guidance at the start of an extended 

home learning task. Students will be provided with meaningful feedback (teacher/peer 

assessed) which will enable them to move forward with their learning. There will be 

opportunities for students to review and re-do work to meet our high expectations.  

 

Extended home learning should be interesting and varied and could consist of one or 

more of the following: 

 Practical activities 

 Written exercises 

 Reading exercises 

 Learning facts, vocabulary etc 

 Preparation for oral presentations 

 Collaborative work (if applicable) 

 Research and investigative work 

 Reading for pleasure and enjoyment 

 Working on long term projects 

 Using media (if appropriate) 

 Activities related to personal and 

social development 

 

Key Stage Three 

Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 follow the Extended Learning Assignment Programme.  This 

programme was judged by Ofsted to be ‘successfully developing students’ independent 

learning skills’. Each week of the school year is dedicated to extended study in a single 

subject, this equates to five hours of learning per week.  Students are, therefore, able to 

organize the week of study to suit themselves and their other commitments. In addition to 

Extended Learning Assignments we recognize that it is important for students to complete 

additional learning tasks (of no more than twenty minutes) as directed by their teachers. 

Mathematics, Science, Modern Foreign Languages and English, therefore, have the ability 

to set this additional work so that students can learn ‘little and often’. These Learning Tasks 

should be recorded in the students’ Planner. 

 

Learning Tasks 

English Students may be set two learning tasks of up to twenty 

minutes duration.   

Homework Task One: 

This learning task may grow organically from the material 

studied in lessons. Work will be completed in class books and 

regularly marked.  Feedback will be addressed through 

Dedicated Improvement and Reflection Time. (DIRT). 

Homework Task Two: 

Reading as part of the Accelerated Reading Programme. 

Mathematics Students may be set two learning tasks of up to twenty 

minutes duration.   

Homework in Mathematics may include levelled tasks which 

are accumulated (to include a learning review and a test 

related to the work covered) to be summarized as an ELA. 

 

Science May be set a learning task of up to twenty minutes duration.  

Modern Foreign 

Languages 

May be set a learning task of up to twenty minutes duration.  

 

Those students starting GCSE courses in Year 9 (in combinations of English, Mathematics 

and Science) will be given separate homework in those subjects and will follow the 
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Extended Learning Timetable in all other subjects.  These students will not need to 

complete their English, Mathematics or Science Extended Learning Assignment unless they 

wish to.  

 

In the final half term of Year 9 students will receive extended learning tasks (traditional 

style ‘homework’) from all subject areas in recognition that most students will have started 

their GCSE courses.  

 

Key Stage Four 

Home learning supports GCSE work and continues to develop the skills of independent 

learning. Students in Years 10 and 11 have a separate Home Learning Timetable given at 

the start of each year. 

 

The following table reflects our reasonable expectations: 

 

English Up to two hours per week 

Mathematics Up to two hours per week 

Science One hour each of Physics, Chemistry and Biology or two 

hours for all other science courses 

Option subjects Up to one hour per week approximately 

 

Note: students may find that their homework timetable may vary during periods of 

controlled assessment/coursework. 

 

Key Stage Five 

Students in Years 12 and 13 are expected to devote approximately five hours per week 

outside lessons to each subject.  Students are encouraged to read as widely as possible 

around their chosen subjects to broaden their knowledge.  

 

As well as completed tasks set by teachers, Sixth Form students are expected to take 

responsibility for their own study.  Independent Study time is available during the school 

day, with various locations being available for the purpose of study and writing.  Such 

locations include the school library, 2 designated quiet study areas and free classrooms.  

Computer facilities are available for student use and the recently extended wireless 

network within the Sixth Form Centre allows students’ laptops and tablets to access the 

internet. 

 

The tasks set for home learning are designed to prepare students for three broad 

purposes: 

1. The answering of examination questions under timed conditions 

2. The completion of coursework assignments (over several weeks or months) that 

carry substantial proportions of marks 

3. The ongoing completion of shorter coursework assignments over one or two 

years for BTEC courses.  It is important to remember that these courses will soon 

change, to include a written examination element.  


