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We’ve had a fantastic first half term here at The Chase                                             

thanks to the support of staff, parents and students. 

We have set ourselves the target of being true to our                                new motto – 

‘a school of excellence’.  

We have introduced new student progress checking systems to ensure that we more 

quickly identify under-performing students and built in intervention strategies that 

reflect their needs even more quickly than before. Our assessments suggest that this 

is already having an effect on student progress and we are expecting the most 

successful examination results that we have ever seen. Teachers have devised 

training programmes that enable them to better share best practice, ensuring that 

even more students benefit from their collective experience of excellence.  

Parents are valued as true partners with us in the education of our students. Only 

through a mutually supportive partnership between home and school can we create 

the positive environment for learning that we all want for our children. For example, 

we have listened carefully to feedback from parents on levels of homework and 

revised our plans accordingly. Parents are already noticing that students are 

receiving more regular homework, especially in the all-important subjects of English 

and Maths. We recently introduced plans to increase the number of opportunities 

for parents to meet with us and discuss not just their own children, but the future of 

the school itself. Teachers are seeking to emulate the work of John Hattie on ‘Visible 

Learning’ and Dylan William on ‘Assessment for Learning’ and , in return, it would be 

helpful if parents would check out their research so they can better understand their 

children’s learning experience at home and mirror it at home.  

As we go into the next half term, we will be seeking to extend our already impressive 

range of extra -curricular opportunities to ensure our students benefit as much as 

possible from these invaluable experiences to develop new skills and build 

relationships with new friends, without disrupting their studies. We also start a 

review of our formal curriculum. The vast majority of our students will want to go 

onto university when they leave us, or seek out training for high level skilled 

employment; we will make sure our curriculum allows all of our students to proceed 

to either. New partnerships with local business and higher education institutes are in 

the process of being built to ensure that our students are fully prepared for the next 

stage of their academic study or vocational training.   

I’m really proud of how much we have accomplished in such a short period of time 

but if that success is to continue we must have feedback from parents. All parents 

are welcome to send their thoughts and opinions about the current and future 

direction of the school to my email address head@chase.worcs.sch.uk. I look 

forward to hearing from you all.  

Richard A Jacobs  

mailto:head@chase.worcs.sch.uk
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European Languages Day  ~  Scandinavia 

On Wednesday 25 September we held our annual “European Languages Day”.  I, Ellen Wikeley 

(8CO) was chosen, along with other students from Years 7, 8 and 9 to be a Roving Reporter for the 

day.  We visited many classes throughout the day, finding out about the Scandinavian themed 

topics teachers were doing. 

 

In History, students were learning about the Vikings.  When Jack Carter (Roving Reporter, 9CT) 

visited the Humanities department he found “Mr Ahmed teaching the Year 7s about the Vikings 

and using sources to discover if they were barbaric, slaves, traders or pilgrims.  The students were 

really enjoying the lesson and so did I!” 

 

Daniela Mai, (Roving Report, 8CR) visited the Art department where “Miss Blakely, Curriculum 

Leader for Art, had brought her magnificent, Norwegian national outfit that she wears on 

Norway’s Independence day.  Students were learning about Norwegian folk art and doing their 

own scratch art. 

 

English was full of fun with students learning about Scandinavian fairy tales or learning Swedish with 

Mrs Hyde. 

 

In the Science department, Roving Reporter Jamie Winslow (8BR) found students studying 

Scandinavian scientists and even having a go at making their own version of Mr Celsius’ 

thermometer.  Meanwhile, I found classes leaning Scandinavian words for paperclip, magnet, 

water and compass and then making a compass out of all those objects.  In another lesson 

students were learning about Soren Sorenson from Denmark who invented the PH scale! 

 

After a tiring day, the Roving Reporters congregated in the staff room with staff and a surprise visit 

from the mayor for a Scandinavian afternoon tea.  “I am a huge fan of European Languages day 

because it makes students aware about how useful it is to know more than just two languages” 

said Mr Jacobs, who also congratulated us on our work during the day. 

 

Daniela Mai echoed all of our thoughts in her report when she concluded “overall, European day 

of languages was a great success and a tradition that will hopefully carry on for many years to 

come!” 
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Year 7 and the Foreign Language Spelling Bee 

Year 7 have settled down well to their modern foreign language study and are already learning verbs and 

vocabulary on a regular weekly basis.  We are sure this will benefit their language learning in the future. 

After half-term the modern languages department is launching the Foreign Language Spelling Bee in co-

operation with Routes into Languages at Aston University.   

The aim of the Spelling Bee is for students in Year 7 who are beginners in a foreign language to practise and 

improve their vocabulary, spelling, pronunciation and memory skills in French.   We also hope it will be 

enjoyable. 

 

The competition consists of four stages over the three terms:  

 

 Autumn end of Term – Individual Class  

 Spring Half Term - Whole School Competition  

 Spring end of Term – Regional Competition  

 Summer Term – National Competition  

 

Students will be given 50 words to learn at the first stage of the competition and a further 50 words will be 

added at each subsequent stage. Vocabulary is related to the year 7 curriculum (i.e. they are learning the 

words anyway!)  

 

There is a club at break time on Mondays in room 16 where youngsters can come and practise spelling out 

loud together.   In contrast to a monolingual Spelling Bee, they first have to translate the word into French 

and then spell it out correctly using the alphabet in French.  

 

To find out more log on to the Foreign Language Spelling Bee website on: http://www.flspellingbee.co.uk/ 

 

7LO busy practising their spellings in class 

 

Ms. Davison Curriculum Leader for MFL 

 

http://www.flspellingbee.co.uk/
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Spinebreakers is the group for dog-earers and page-turners- in fact, 

all those avid readers who like to chat about their favourite books, 

choose different books to read and recommend books to others over 

a drink and a biscuit. 

It will be on the second Tuesday of every month. It is open to lower 

school students and starts on Tuesday 5th November, at 3.10 until 

4.10, in room O5.   

Look for the posters in O Block. The next books are: 'Truth or Dare' by 

Celia Rees (Year 7 and 8) and 'Jamaica Inn' by Daphne du Maurier 

(Year 8 and 9). 

 

Spinebreakers Reading Group                                 

 

 

 

 

Spirted Arts Competition Success 

Young Photographer of the Year 

Bailey Alison-Westmacott 9AM has been 
nominated for ‘Sponsor’s Favourite’ in the 
Hereford College of Arts ‘Young Photographer 
of the Year’ competition! 
 

The theme was ‘The apple of my eye’ 
 

http://www.youngphotocomp.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

A huge congratulations to the following Year 8 students who all received a Highly 

Commended certificate for their entries in the NATRE Spirited Arts competition. This year, 

around 18, 000 students from around the country took part in the competition, with just 30 

being awarded prizes. Jean Bliss (8BM), Hannah Jones (8LZ), Ben Bromage (8LZ), Harriet 

Harnden (8KT), Morgan Coe (8BM), Ruby Brook (8BR), Isha Louden (8BR), Dan Harris (8AL) and 

Millie Wilkinson (8KT) will all receive their certificate in assembly before half term. 

Congratulations to all of them!   

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=jamaica+inn+book&safe=vss&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=876&tbm=isch&tbnid=9BLOm2G8Rm0cWM:&imgrefurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/jamaica-inn-daphne-du-maurier/&docid=sig0Yo7QnaqUMM&imgurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/jamaica-inn.jpg&w=2650&h=4194&ei=BChpUrv5Leyw0wWh24GgCg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:3,s:0,i:91&iact=rc&page=1&tbnh=207&tbnw=120&start=0&ndsp=26&tx=46&ty=102
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=jamaica+inn+book&safe=vss&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=876&tbm=isch&tbnid=9BLOm2G8Rm0cWM:&imgrefurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/jamaica-inn-daphne-du-maurier/&docid=sig0Yo7QnaqUMM&imgurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/jamaica-inn.jpg&w=2650&h=4194&ei=BChpUrv5Leyw0wWh24GgCg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:3,s:0,i:91&iact=rc&page=1&tbnh=207&tbnw=120&start=0&ndsp=26&tx=46&ty=102
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=jamaica+inn+book&safe=vss&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=876&tbm=isch&tbnid=9BLOm2G8Rm0cWM:&imgrefurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/jamaica-inn-daphne-du-maurier/&docid=sig0Yo7QnaqUMM&imgurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/jamaica-inn.jpg&w=2650&h=4194&ei=BChpUrv5Leyw0wWh24GgCg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:3,s:0,i:91&iact=rc&page=1&tbnh=207&tbnw=120&start=0&ndsp=26&tx=46&ty=102
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=jamaica+inn+book&safe=vss&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=876&tbm=isch&tbnid=9BLOm2G8Rm0cWM:&imgrefurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/jamaica-inn-daphne-du-maurier/&docid=sig0Yo7QnaqUMM&imgurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/jamaica-inn.jpg&w=2650&h=4194&ei=BChpUrv5Leyw0wWh24GgCg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:3,s:0,i:91&iact=rc&page=1&tbnh=207&tbnw=120&start=0&ndsp=26&tx=46&ty=102
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=jamaica+inn+book&safe=vss&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=876&tbm=isch&tbnid=9BLOm2G8Rm0cWM:&imgrefurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/jamaica-inn-daphne-du-maurier/&docid=sig0Yo7QnaqUMM&imgurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/jamaica-inn.jpg&w=2650&h=4194&ei=BChpUrv5Leyw0wWh24GgCg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:3,s:0,i:91&iact=rc&page=1&tbnh=207&tbnw=120&start=0&ndsp=26&tx=46&ty=102
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=jamaica+inn+book&safe=vss&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=876&tbm=isch&tbnid=9BLOm2G8Rm0cWM:&imgrefurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/jamaica-inn-daphne-du-maurier/&docid=sig0Yo7QnaqUMM&imgurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/jamaica-inn.jpg&w=2650&h=4194&ei=BChpUrv5Leyw0wWh24GgCg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:3,s:0,i:91&iact=rc&page=1&tbnh=207&tbnw=120&start=0&ndsp=26&tx=46&ty=102
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=jamaica+inn+book&safe=vss&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=876&tbm=isch&tbnid=9BLOm2G8Rm0cWM:&imgrefurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/jamaica-inn-daphne-du-maurier/&docid=sig0Yo7QnaqUMM&imgurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/jamaica-inn.jpg&w=2650&h=4194&ei=BChpUrv5Leyw0wWh24GgCg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:3,s:0,i:91&iact=rc&page=1&tbnh=207&tbnw=120&start=0&ndsp=26&tx=46&ty=102
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=jamaica+inn+book&safe=vss&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=876&tbm=isch&tbnid=9BLOm2G8Rm0cWM:&imgrefurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/jamaica-inn-daphne-du-maurier/&docid=sig0Yo7QnaqUMM&imgurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/jamaica-inn.jpg&w=2650&h=4194&ei=BChpUrv5Leyw0wWh24GgCg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:3,s:0,i:91&iact=rc&page=1&tbnh=207&tbnw=120&start=0&ndsp=26&tx=46&ty=102
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=jamaica+inn+book&safe=vss&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=876&tbm=isch&tbnid=9BLOm2G8Rm0cWM:&imgrefurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/jamaica-inn-daphne-du-maurier/&docid=sig0Yo7QnaqUMM&imgurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/jamaica-inn.jpg&w=2650&h=4194&ei=BChpUrv5Leyw0wWh24GgCg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:3,s:0,i:91&iact=rc&page=1&tbnh=207&tbnw=120&start=0&ndsp=26&tx=46&ty=102
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=jamaica+inn+book&safe=vss&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=876&tbm=isch&tbnid=9BLOm2G8Rm0cWM:&imgrefurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/jamaica-inn-daphne-du-maurier/&docid=sig0Yo7QnaqUMM&imgurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/jamaica-inn.jpg&w=2650&h=4194&ei=BChpUrv5Leyw0wWh24GgCg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:3,s:0,i:91&iact=rc&page=1&tbnh=207&tbnw=120&start=0&ndsp=26&tx=46&ty=102
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=jamaica+inn+book&safe=vss&sa=X&biw=1280&bih=876&tbm=isch&tbnid=9BLOm2G8Rm0cWM:&imgrefurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/jamaica-inn-daphne-du-maurier/&docid=sig0Yo7QnaqUMM&imgurl=http://xmedia.ex.ac.uk/wp/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/jamaica-inn.jpg&w=2650&h=4194&ei=BChpUrv5Leyw0wWh24GgCg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:3,s:0,i:91&iact=rc&page=1&tbnh=207&tbnw=120&start=0&ndsp=26&tx=46&ty=102


 
 

 

The Chase School                    a school of excellence 

Newsletter November 2013 

  

German Exchange 2013/2014 

 

 

The German exchange took place from the 17th of 

September to the 30th, and it was a great experience! I 

can guarantee we all learnt so much about our 

exchange student as well as picking up a few new 

German words along the way! The German students 

were treated with trips to the Black Country Museum, 

Bath and even Cadbury’s World. And, even though we 

were not allowed to come with them on their trips, I’m 

sure we were all thrilled with the amount of chocolate 

they returned with on Friday! We all spent the weekend 

with our exchange partners; some choosing to go to 

amusement parks like Alton Towers or Drayton Manor, 

some travelling to places like London or Birmingham 

and some simply spending the time showing their 

student around our town! No matter the activity, we all 

enjoyed the time we got to spend with our exchange. 

The German exchanges spent Monday morning 

accompanying their English partners to their first lesson 

(which was Maths, unfortunately for some). At 10am, 

both the English students and the German exchanges 
travelled to the bus bay for our goodbyes. I had a great 

week with my exchange, and I am very excited for next 

year’s trip to Germany! 

Néve McNally, 10SD 

 

The Chase Association 

The Chase Association exists to advance the education, development and the wider experiences of the pupils of the school 

by providing and assisting in the provision of facilities for education at the school. This may include for example the 

purchase of specialist equipment or materials not normally provided by the Local Education Authority (LEA). 

Worcestershire LEA 

Our aims are primarily met through raising funds from voluntary donations and various events throughout the year. The 

Association also operates a fund whereby parents are asked to make an annual donation of £5.00 per child, with a 

maximum of £10.00 per family. 

For information you can go to the school website or you can contact the Chase Association by email: 

chaseassoc@chase.worcs.sch.uk 

 

Maddie Tudor 10LS 

When Jule left it felt really weird 

without her here, my family and I 

were so used to another person at 

the dinner table and a tidy 

bedroom. So Jule and I are going 

to keep in contact with each other 

and hopefully she’ll be back here 

in England in the summer. 
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Notices 

General Enquiries: office@chase.worcs.sch.uk    or phone main office 01684 891961 

Student Absences: attendance@chase.worcs.sch.uk     or  by mobile 07860 002636  

Exams Enquiries: exams@chase.worcs.sch.uk 

School Uniform Enquiries: uniform@chase.worcs.sch.uk  

Lettings Enquiries: lettings@chase.worcs.sch.uk 

Payment Enquiries (Parent): payments@chase.worcs.sch.uk 

 

mailto:info@cowleighparkfarm.co.uk
mailto:dorothyknights@waitrose.com

