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The Friends of The Chase is the Parent Teacher Association of The Chase school in Malvern. We aim 

to raise funds to support the school and our pupils in extra-curricular activities, by providing funding 

to areas that would not normally be covered by the school. 

Last year, we agreed to change the name of the PTA from the Chase Association to Friends of The 

Chase because we thought that new parents would know immediately who we are and what we do. 

This year we have held 3 main fundraising events: the year 7 & 8 Welcome Party and disco; the 

Christmas Fair and the Summer Fair. 

The year 7 & 8 party and disco demonstrated that the younger members of the school community 

know how to enjoy themselves and eat an awful lot of sweets!  

The Christmas fair was again a success, with parents and pupils donating lots of items for sale and 

raffle at the fair and will continue this year in the broadly same format, with the added excitement 

of a “great chase bake off”. The Christmas Fair 2013 raised over £2300 

Although 2013’s Summer Family Fun evening was very successful in term of the number of people 

who attended and enjoyed the evening, we didn’t raise much money, so we decided to go back to 

something nearer the previous summer fairs, and hired only two inflatable attraction rather than the 

4 we had hired last time. This year we raised about £950. The inflatables are always expensive to 

hire and rarely make back their money, but they do help in attracting people to the fair. Fortunately 

it was another pleasant evening weather-wise and large crowds came again to enjoy the evening.  

This year we had moved the summer fair to a week later at the school’s request (they had a west-

end drama event the planned day of the fair), which then co-incided with sport’s day.  Whether 

these were all contributing factors, or whether the Summer fair is not as key in people’s minds 

because it is not a non-uniform day, we did not seem to get many items  donated for the summer 

fair. 

We were helped by the Sixth Form Charity committee at both the Welcome Party and the Christmas 

Fair. 

I would also like to thank Ms Wilson and Mr Jacobs for attending Friends of the Chase meetings and 

events, plus other staff who are able to support us as the events. Particular thanks go as always to 

the Maintenance team, who help us get set up and cleared away at all events. 

Once our funds are raised, we have 2 main ways of distributing the money back into the school 

community – Our GRANTS and our BURSARIES. 

Any student can write to us requesting a Student bursary. Tell us about your event, how it will 

benefite you and the school or local community, and give us your contact details (especially who we 

should write the cheque to!). This year we gave out about £1100 to activities such as: County 

Football Kit, World Scout Jamboree, Girl Guide European Trip, Mountain Biking, Cross Country 

Championships, Sailing regatta, Duke of Edinburgh trip. 



Staff can write to us requesting a Grant. You need to provide us with some information about the 

item you would like us to fund (a catalogue page or web-link, a price and how it will benefit the 

students) Grants this year, totalling over £3000 went to the PSHEC – models, DT food – blenders & 

mixers, Learning Support – text to speech pens, History – Viking helmets, English – write for real 

notebooks, Music – Jam Hub 

Looking forward, we are looking at ways of changing our events slightly. We have added the Great 

Chase Bake-off to our Christmas fair 2014 – a cake competition of 4 x festive themed decorated cup-

cakes for U11, 11-16, over 16. 

We are also looking into a Bingo and chip supper evening between February half-term and Easter. 

The events of the past year have been successful and enjoyable, although hard work. We could 

always make use of more support and more hands to man the stalls. There have been more new 

parents getting in touch this year, so the number of people who regularly attend meetings is 

encouraging, and our future ideas look exciting. 


