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On the 9
th
 of April 2011: a crowd of students from Years 10-13 

gathered in the bus bay ready to say our last goodbyes to our 
parents, who we would not be seeing for over a week as we 

travelled to and around the African country of Morocco. After a first hectic day involving 
nearly twelve hours travel by bus and plane, we arrived in Marrakech for our first night. We 
had arrived but some of our luggage had not; Mr Loveridge insisted that he had seen bags on 
the runway at Heathrow that looked suspiciously similar to ours! Thankfully the bags turned 
up the following day and that was the only major disaster of the trip, completely 
overshadowed by the following eight days.  

From Marrakech to Imlil to Ouzarzat to Zagora and back to Marrakech we experienced 
everything Morocco has to offer. I‘m sure there can‘t be a favourite thing on which everyone 
would agree, but there were definitely lots of personal highlights that kept us going through 
the journeys from place to place. From our first day, seeing the sights of Marrakech on horse-
drawn cart and a visit to the city‘s lively main square, to nights spent on the roof at Imlil under 
the Moroccan night sky, we experienced many memorable moments. Our last couple of days 
provided us with the opportunity to take home some souvenirs for ourselves and family, when 
we were allowed to look around traditional pottery and silver works, while the souks back in 
Marrakech let people try out their haggling skills with the local vendors. 

If there had to be one event to pick above all others, personally it would have to be our 
amazing trip into the desert, where we experienced a ride on a camel train. After stowing all 
our stuff in the hotel at Zagora we were led to our camels. Over the next two hours we would 
get very close to these creatures; maybe too close for comfort for some! As original as the 
experience was, we hopped off after two hours with aching legs but smiles nonetheless. 
Some of us managed to prove our skills at eating scalding hot food with bare fingers. We all 
spent the last few hours of the night around a Bedouin camp fire eating freshly-cooked bread 
and listening to the Bedouin‘s music, as well as demonstrating our own performing skills with 
a run through of the hokey-cokey, a ‗dignified‘ end to an otherwise incredible evening.   

The whole trip was absolutely amazing and we‘d all like to thank Mr Plunkett, Mr 
Loveridge, Mr Clutterbuck, Miss Marles and Miss Mesoudi for arranging the trip and making 
sure we all behaved ourselves, as well as our ever-loved tour guides James and Sidi. And of 
course, thanks to our parents for letting us tear ourselves away from them so we could enjoy 
this trip of a lifetime! 

 
Dan Mead 
Year 10 
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This year, The Chase held its first ever Multicultural Day, to give students an insight into different 
religions and cultures in the UK. The day enhanced the students‘ knowledge and understanding of 
Identity and Diversity, which they have covered in their PSHEC lessons and in their Citizenship 
ELA.  

Gifted and Talented Art students also took part in an Art workshop that focused on Indian growing 
forms. Using this they designed rugs / tiles or prayer mats, which are now on display in the Main 
Hall.  

The day was a tremendous success; both students and staff loved all of the activities and 
discovered so much more about Asian culture whilst learning a few dance moves and more about 
their creative capabilities along the way! 

 

‗It made me think that Indian culture is more fun than I first thought‘ 

 

‗I now want to learn more about other cultures‘ 

 

‗I learnt that Asian food has a lot of flavour included and that Asian entertainment is very different to 
ours‘ 

 

‗I‘ve never really thought about Asian culture before. This was a totally new experience‘ 

They also learnt about the traditional dance ‗Bangra‘, whereby they learnt 
the moves and then showcased them at the end in front of the Head of 
PSHEC and their Year Leader. This was an extremely popular activity and 
even staff accompanying the session got involved! A Dohl Drumming 
session, which was noisy to say the least, was also incorporated into the 
day‘s activities. Students were taught about the history of Dohl drumming 
and how it has evolved through the ages. Students then got to have a go 
at it in their music lessons.  

Students took part in five 
different activities which 
focused on Asian Culture. 
Students completed a cookery 
workshop, whereby they made 
Potato Curry, Chapati‘s, Mint 
dip and Fruit Kebabs and got 
to taste their efforts after.  

Finally, the RE department put on a spectacular display in their classrooms. Using 
Gazebos, tea lights and incense sticks they enacted a Hindu wedding, so that students 
could learn the differences between this and a typical Church of England Ceremony.   

They also took part in a 
Henna Painting session, 
whereby they learnt about 
the Ancient Art, designed 
their own Henna Tattoo 
and got to have it applied 
on to their hands by 
teachers at The Chase.  
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Students were asked to use all of their PLTS skills in one History project based upon castles. 

Students at Oldbury Park Primary Schools have recently studied castles and were keen to learn 

more about them in a fun, imaginative, yet informative ways. Therefore, Mrs Smith's History Class 

were asked to independently research an aspect of castles - How castles changed throughout the 

ages, methods of defence, methods of attack and how knights have changed through-out the ages. 

The students had to assign roles within their teams and ensure that all of them effectively 

participated and used their knowledge and understanding of good team work to guarantee 

success. They also had to use their skills of 'self manager' to ensure that they worked to the 

deadline and that they achieved appropriate progress in each and every lesson.  

Once students had researched their topic they had to use their skills of 'creative thinking' to design 

an appropriate activity for a Key Stage 1 student that would teach them about their topic. Their 

creative ideas incorporated popular teaching activities such as card sorts, matching exercises, 

demonstrations, models, re-enactments and stories. It is clear from the photographs and letters that 

the students thoroughly enjoyed these and learnt a lot as a result of their innovative teaching ideas.  

Finally, the students were asked to carry out 'reflective learning' in regards to their team work and 

presentation skills, by analysing their success using the two stars (two things that went really 

well) and a wish (what they would do better next time). 

  

The morning was a huge success, the accompanying teachers stood back whilst our students 

delivered their 'lessons' to the Key Stage 1 students, demonstrating the independence that our 

students have learnt through their PLTS lessons. The students at Oldbury Park enjoyed the 

activities and were even more delighted that our students praised them with stickers and rewards 

when they completed an activity. Their teacher said 'we want you to come in again and do more 

presentations, as your students are so great'! 
 

 

 

Alfie Bainbridge Wilkinson 

Chloe Bircham 

Ben Johnson 

Maggie Barton 

Sam Parker 

Gabrielle Hardwick 

Beth Milton 

Ben Clarke 

Madeline Howell 

Megan Jeffrey 

Elspeth Ali 

Daniel Luce 
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Jack Bruton year 7HS 

Daniel Luce year 7DT 

Alice Ring year 8KT 

Sam Phillips year 8KT 

Joe Johns year 7BA 

Rebecca Parker year 8BW 

Eleanor Cave year 8BR 

Joanna Chappell year 8BW  

Alexander Brown year 8CA 

  

  

The judges were Mrs Saunder, Mr Harrington and Miss Bird. The standard was extremely high and 

the results were as follows: 

1st Jack Bruton 

2nd Rebecca Parker 

3rd Joanna Chappell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Highly Commended - everyone else 
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Dear Parent / Carer, 

 

We know that you would not expose your child to violence, bullying and strangers. 
However, your child is increasingly at risk from these threats when spending time on the 
internet - particularly social networking sites such as Facebook. 

 

Every day, criminals in West Mercia are finding new ways to expose our children to real 
dangers. 

That‘s why, in consultation with the Local Authority, West Mercia Police is launching a 
NEW e-safety bulletin service helping to make it easy for busy parents and carers to 
keep up-to-date with the latest e-safety information from a trusted source - Information 
that‘s made easy to understand, easy to receive and easy to action.  

 

The initiative will provide timely safety updates via email, all parents / carers have to do 
is subscribe to West Mercia Police‘s data protected email service - It only takes a minute, 

and it‘s FREE. Safeguarding is EVERYONE’S responsibility. 

Please click on the link or enter into your  

Computer www.westmerciabulletin.org.uk  to sign up now 

 

Not only will you benefit from the very latest and local safety information, you‘ll be able to 
access other useful safety tips to help your friends and families stay safe. And, on sign 
up, you can download a handy FREE e-safety guide to print and share with your 
children. 

 

With the help of Worcestershire parents, West Mercia Police are hoping to achieve 7,000 
parent sign-ups over the next 4 weeks so please pass this message on. We are 
deliberately timing this appeal to coincide with start of the school summer holidays when 
children will be away from school and looking for things to do. 

Thank you for helping us to make this important appeal a success. Together, we aim to 
make Worcestershire the safest region for child internet safety in the UK. 

 

Yours faithfully 

Martin Lakeman - Detective Superintendent – West Mercia Police 

Gail Quinton – Director of Children’s Services – Worcestershire  

http://www.westmerciabulletin.org.uk
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Dear Parent/Guardian 

Re: Increase in cases of Measles 

 

The local Health Protection Unit have advised of an increase in the number of cases of 
measles in England.  These appear to be occurring mainly in older children and young 
adults who have not been fully immunised with the measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) 
vaccine.  A significant number of these cases have recently travelled to Europe where 
immunisation rates are generally lower than in the UK. France is currently experiencing a 
large outbreak of measles with over 4000 cases reported this year alone. Outbreaks have 
also been reported in countries bordering France and other parts of Europe in population 
groups who have not been fully immunised to protect them from measles.  

 

There is considerable risk that your child may catch measles if they are not 
protected against the disease. Unless your child has already received two doses of 
vaccine, we would advise that they obtain MMR vaccination before travelling to 

mainland Europe.  

 

Measles, mumps, rubella (MMR) vaccine 

Measles is highly infectious and can have severe complications. School children, young 
people and adults who have not been fully immunised can be protected by receiving MMR 
vaccine at any age. Immunisation with MMR vaccine is the safest way to protect against 
measles, mumps and rubella (German measles) which are diseases that can have serious 
consequences.   Not all people respond adequately to a single dose of vaccine, so to 
ensure greater protection, people need to receive two doses of MMR.  

 

The MMR vaccine is usually given at 13 months as part of the routine childhood 
vaccination programme. A second dose is given between three years four months and five 
years. For individuals over the age of five years two doses of the MMR vaccine can be 
given one month apart to prevent infection. 

 

If your child is older than 13 months and has never had MMR, please contact your GP to 
arrange for the first dose as soon as possible.  

If your child has only had a single dose of MMR a second dose will improve the level of 
protection.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact the Health Protection Unit on 01562 756300 if you 
require any further information. 

 

For further information also go to:  
http://www.hpa.org.uk/Topics/InfectiousDiseases/InfectionsAZ/Measles/  
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Measles/Pages/Introduction.aspx  

http://www.hpa.org.uk/Topics/InfectiousDiseases/InfectionsAZ/Measles/
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Measles/Pages/Introduction.aspx
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It has been traditional since the Queen‘s Silver Jubilee in 1977 for The Chase to hold a walk along the 
Malvern Hills on the last but one day of the Summer Term.  I am delighted to maintain traditions such as 
this, which contribute to the special atmosphere and identity of The Chase.   

Students will be fully briefed in Assemblies.  However, we would appreciate your support in ensuring that 
they are wearing appropriate footwear and clothing, including a sunhat, protecting all exposed areas of 
skin with sun cream, and carrying plenty of fluids.  If a student requires specific medication (Asthma 
pump, epi-pen etc), can you please make sure that they have it with them. Your child should also bring a 
packed lunch.  Those entitled to a free school lunch and who have booked one with their form tutor will 
be issued with their lunch at the picnic area near The Kettle Sings café. 

Please note that on the morning of Thursday 21 July, registration of all students taking part will be at 
North Hill (Clock Tower) at 9.15 am.   Country buses will drop students there. Students travelling on 
public transport should disembark at Link Top.   If you intend to take your son/daughter to the start by 
car, please drop him/her on the main Worcester Road. This avoids a major traffic danger to all the 
walkers. Students should find their Form Tutor to register.   
Once students have completed the walk and been signed in at school, they will be allowed to go home, 
and we should be grateful if parents would make the necessary arrangements.   Past experience leads 
us to expect students to have completed the walk by 2.00 pm.  Please note that there will be no after-
school clubs on this day and the Library will not be open.  

 
Autumn Term 2011 

TE Day:   Monday 5 September (for all Worcestershire schools) 

TE Day:   Tuesday 6 September 

Induction Day:  Wednesday 7 September (for Y7 and Y12 students only) 

Term Starts:  Thursday 8 September  

Half Term:  Monday 24 October - Friday 28 October 

Target Day  Thursday 24 November 

TE Day:   Friday 25 November 

Term Ends:  Tuesday 20 December  

Spring Term 2012 

Term Starts:  Wednesday 4 January 

Half Term:  Monday 13 February – Friday 17 February 

Term Ends:  Thursday 29 March 

TE Day:   Friday 30 March 

Summer Term 2012  

TE Day:   Monday 16 April 

Term Starts:  Tuesday 17 April 

Half Term:  Monday 4 June – Friday 8 June 

Term Ends:  Friday 20 July 

 

Good Friday:  Friday 6 April 2012 

Easter Monday:  Monday 9 April 2012 

May Day:  Monday 7 May 2012 

Spring Bank Holiday: Monday 4 June 2012 

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee: Tuesday 5 June 2012 
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A number of The Chase School young people have 
been involved in the Youth Billy Elliott Venture http://

www.billyyouththeatre.com/   

  

The Worcestershire group Jago Performers staged a 
highly professional production at Malvern and were 

awarded five scenes to perform in the Regional finals 
at Milton Keynes.  Four of these scenes have been 

chosen for the London West End finale Showcase on 
17th July 2011. 

  

What an achievement and what an experience! 

 

We would like to thank everyone for helping us to raise 
the fantastic sum of £2100 for the school. We can‘t 
thank everyone personally but our ―thank you‖ goes out 
to everyone who helped with the planning, those who 
helped set up on the day, the people who manned the 
stalls and those who stayed to clear up. However, our 
thanks also go to everyone who sent in donations and to 
every single person who spent money at the fair. 
Without you we most certainly wouldn‘t have raised over 
£2000. 

 

Our first meeting of the autumn term will be at 
7.30pm in the Staff Room on Thursday 22

nd
 

September.  Please come along and join us. 

Congratulations to the Year 7 
Patchwork Quilters Group who won the 
group prize at the Junior Quilt show, 
organised by Stella Hewitt for her Colour 
wheel appeal. 

Congratulations to Evie Richards 9HT who 
was the first girl over the finish line in a 
mountain bike cross country race at 
Mountain Mayhem recently. 

 

Summer Prize 
Draw has 280 
students with 

98.5% or better 
attendance and 
no more than 5 
late marks for 

the year 

There are 93 
students Years 

7 – 10 who 
have 100% 

attendance this 
year 

 

Only Prescribed Medicine, in its original 
packaging and box with the pharmacy label 
attached can be kept in sick bay. A parent 
or guardian must complete a   consent form 
for each medication and provide a supply 
of the medication. Non prescribed 
medication (over the counter) cannot be 
kept in Sick Bay or administered by staff. 
Envelopes containing medication/ tablets 
will not be accepted by staff.  

If your child needs over the counter 
medication, they should only bring in the 
quantity they require for that school day. 

 

Five Year 9 Students: Jane Harris, Zoe McKerr, 
Freya Abbotts, Rebekah Humphries and 
Grace Williams took part in the poetry slam on 
Thursday evening in Bromsgrove. Their poem 
was politically charged and was given credit by 
on of the judges, Head of Library Services who 
commented: ―The poem was insightful and 
perceptive.‖ She went on to say that, ―it is a 
pleasure to hear young people, not of a voting 
age, having such a strong view on politics.‖ They 
were a credit to our school. 

 

If your looking to entertain the kids over the holidays, but 
need to keep the cost down, why not come and visit 

Malvern Museum in the Abbey Archway.  

Entry is Free on Sundays during the summer holidays  

between 10:30hrs—17:00hrs 

(17th July 2011 to 25th September 2011) 

http://www.billyyouththeatre.com/
http://www.billyyouththeatre.com/
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This is Stella and Jenson the dog. Stella has 
disabilities which mean she is totally reliant on 
Jenson to help her every day.  Before she had 
Jenson, Stella was reliant on full-time carers. 

Having Jenson means she can have a normal life. 
Now Stella is trying to raise £10,000 to help 

sponsor another dog just like Jenson so somebody 
else can have the opportunity to be as independent 

as she is now. 

Stella has already held many fundraising events but 
she still needs help to reach her target. One of the 
ways in which she is raising money is by collecting 
old mobile phones. Stella is then able to get money 

from them, no matter what condition they are in. 

If you have ANY old mobile 

phones, working or not, 

please bring them to T9 and 

put them in the collection 

box! 

Thank you, all help is 

appreciated 

 

 

On 17th September 2011 one of our parents, Mrs 
Allison will be participating in a sponsored tandem 

skydive in Oxfordshire, to raise funds for The National 
Austistic Society.  If you are willing to sponsor Mrs 

Allison she has a just giving web page at 
www.justgiving.com/Dee-Allison where donations can 
be made or she can be contacted at home on 01684 

567731. Thank you! 

 

Congratulations to Victoria 
Henshaw who received a 

Student of the Year Award at 
a Celebration Event for 
Diploma Students, at a 
Ceremony at Worcester 

Racecourse recently. 

http://www.justgiving.com/Dee-Allison

