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This year saw one of the biggest casts The Chase has ever had take a blast 
to the past where leg-warmers and mullets were very much in style. „Back to 
the 80‟s‟ hit the stage on the 18

th
, 19

th
 and 20

th
 of November after two months 

of hard work, dedication and a lot of fun. Students from all year groups took 
part; singing, dancing and acting as seniors from William Ocean High School 
in the U.S.A, who were in their final year and hoping to have the time of their 
lives.  

Rehearsals began back in late September where we started with script run-
throughs and getting to grips with the American accent, which was trickier for 
some, but a laugh none the less. We then began to learn dances 
choreographed by Simon Hundley who did a wonderful job getting us all 
involved, even when many of us were a tad left footed.  

When it came to Opening Night, nerves were in the air but we were all really 
excited and elated to perform. The feeling backstage was always friendly and 
encouraging as we‟d all got to know each other really well. I can safely say 
on everyone‟s behalf that we had a great time bringing the production to life 
and I would encourage anyone to get involved in the next one as the friends 
you make, the skills you learn and the end result are completely worth it. 

We‟d all like to thank the Directors (Mrs Greaves and Mr Woods) and the 
musical directors, Mrs Garwood-Gowers, Miss Harrison and Mr Drury for 
their commitment to us all, the band whose music always got us dancing, and 
the Tech crew for making sure our hard work looked and sounded the best it 
could.  

And thank you to those who watched it. The standing 
ovations and support put us all on an absolute high 
and gave all three performances a fantastic 
atmosphere.  

By Martha Merrell 13CS 
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The Chase School‟s production of the „totally awesome musical‟ Back 
to the 80s was just that – totally awesome!  The audience were taken 
on a journey back to the 80s, back to a time of dodgy fashion, big hair, 
pulsating music and raunchy dancing.  The large cast, directed by Lisa 
Greaves and Mike Woods, had a whale of a time – so did the audience 
who were sucked into a colourful and toe tapping production that 
lightened up this bleak time of year.  Set in the USA, Back to the 80s 
told the story of the senior class of William Ocean High School.  

Stars in the making abounded, Eddie Paisley as Corey Palmer, Jack 
Lupton as Michael Feldman, Martha Merrell as Ms Brannigan and 
Gemima Hull as Tiffany Houston wowed the audience with their 
singing and dancing skills, Sam Brady had them in stitches with his 
Feargal McFerrin III and they were enthusiastically and ably supported 
by the rest of the cast.   

The costumes, the music and the staging amplified the whole glorious 

experience.  The production was an exhilarating whirlwind of 80s 

songs, dancing and pure entertainment – everyone had the „time 

of their lives‟!    
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“Learning together – listening to student views on learning” 

We are keen to know how you think you can improve your learning at The Chase.  So that we 

can understand what you think about a variety of different learning experiences, we have set 

up our very own Learning Council.  The students who are sitting on the Learning Council this 

academic year have been carefully chosen by their Year Leader to fulfil this very important 

position.  They can be identified by their Learning Council badges. 

Learning Council members will undergo training so that they can recognise effective learning 

when they see it.  They will meet regularly with Mr Harrington to discuss learning related issues 

and from time to time they will be asked to carry out action research by Mr Harrington.  So, if 

they ask you any questions please answer to the best of your ability.  If you have any point you 

want to make to members of the Learning Council you can contact them through Mr 

Harrington.  Leave a question or comment addressed to the Learning council member in the 

box by Mr Harrington‟s office and he will pass it on to them. 

You can see who the Learning Council members are on the board by Mr Harrington‟s office. 

Learning Council Members for the Academic Year 2010-2011 are:- 

 

Year 7:   Mollie-May Parsons and Lewis Collier 

 

Year 8:   Rose Fieldhouse and Charlie Bergman 

 

Year 9:   Ava Merrell and Marcello Cossali-Francis 

 

Year 10  Bryony Cowell and Ben Londesborough 

 

Year 11  Catrin Fear and Robert Flint 

 

Year 12  Katie Nuttall and James Kerry 

 

Year 13                          Millie Austin, Eleanor Bullman, Madeline Pitt and Sophie Shaw 

“ 
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“Learning Together – listening to student views on learning” 

 

What is the “Learning Ambassador” Action Research Project? 

This is a group of ten students and twelve staff who are working together on an Action Research 

Project fro this academic year.  Essentially we are keen to understand what effective learning is 

and how we can develop an effective learning climate. 

The students who have been chosen to be this year‟s Learning Ambassadors are „Gifted and 

Talented‟ students who have agreed to give five days throughout the year to this project.  They 

will obviously catch up on any work missed from their lessons!  The Learning Ambassadors for 

2010-2011 are: 

 
They have already undergone training at Pershore High School and have agreed to be our 

Learning Champion. 

The staff who have very kindly agreed to take part in this Action Research Project are: Mrs 

Gould, Mrs Cramp, Mrs Smith, Ms Wilson, Dr Duddridge, Mr Alegria, Mr Berthold, Mrs Borthwick, 

Mrs Cuthbert, Mrs Daley, Mr Ison and Mr Clutterbuck. 

We are very excited about our Action Research Project and we hope that we can share our 

findings and thoughts with you all as we progress throughout the year. 

Watch this spot to find out more. 

Bryony Cowell Jack Lupton 

Isabel Ellis Toby Newport 

Eleanor Scott Jacob Stromqvist 

Charlotte Marks Daniel Mead 

Priya Khaira – Hanks Harry Davies 

 

 

Many parents will know that exam boards have made major changes to the nature of 
assessment at GCSE.  Until very recently, students have completed coursework for most of 
their subjects.  Often this was done in class and at home and there may have been 
opportunities to re-work pieces. 

Most subjects now use Controlled Assessment where work is done in controlled conditions 
in school and the finished product cannot then be altered or improved. 

A controlled assessment calendar can be found in the Key Stage 4 student planner which 
shows when students will be doing their pieces in most of their subjects.  There is also a 
copy of the calendar on the school website in the Homework and Revision section. 

The controlled assessment is a very important part of any GCSE and it will be essential for 
students to apply themselves fully to its preparation and completion. 

If you have any queries regarding controlled Assessments, you can contact the relevant 
Curriculum Leader at school. 



Page 5 
THE CHASE NEWSLETTER 

During the evening of Wednesday 17th 
November, 8 finalists from The Chase 
took part in a cook off to gain a place in 
the next round of the ‘Rotary Young Chef 
of the Year’ competition.  
The school heat and cook off, was 
sponsored by Colwall Rotary group.   
Prior to the final, 120 Chase students had 
participated in school heats.   Each 
person had to prepare, cook and serve an 
interesting two course meal for two 
people, costing under £10. The standard 
of entries was extremely high and the 
judges were most impressed. 
 

The 5 finalists were; 
Edward Jones -Year 8 

Charlie Marks -Year 10 

Guliano Stallone -Year 10 

Chloe Reeley - Year 11 

Kieran Bond -Year 11 
  

Winner - Patrick Carew – Year 10 

2nd Place - Hannah Robinson – Year 
11 

3rd Place - Ewan Wilson – Year 10 
 

Patrick will now proceed to the area 
round, to be held in the New Year.   He 
will also assist the Head Chef in the 
preparation of his menu to be served at a 
Rotary Club dinner, held at the Malvern 
Hills Hotel, in January. 

Colwall Rotary Club also sponsored 
and judged the Textiles competition, 
taking place last night. Students were 
asked to make, in 2 hours, their 
design for a wine bottle jacket.  The 
judges were again very impressed by 
the enthusiasm and skill of the lower 
school pupils taking part. 
 

The finalists were; 
Joanna Chappell – Year 8 
Abigail Hambrey – Year 8 
  

Winner - Hannah Ramsay – Year 7 
2nd Place - Frances Hughes -Year 8 
3rd Place – Alexia Pribojac – Year 7 
 
Well done to all students who took 
part and many thanks to Colwall 
Rotary Club for their sponsorship of 
this event 

Parents- if you are 
wondering if your children qualify for 

free school meals, you can easily find out if you 
ring County Hall on 01905 766182. This is a 
direct line, and if you have your national 
insurance number handy, you should be able 
to find out there and then if you qualify. You will 
certainly be able to get help and information. 

 

 

 

Students and staff at The Chase have 
already shown their kind hearted side 
by raising over £2127.98 for charity 
causes, just since September. 

£1084.30 was raised by Pink Day, 
Year 7 raised £705 out of this total. 
We are marking Children In Need by 
having a number of cake sales, and in 
December all planning will focus on 
fund raising for the continuing 
repercussions of the terrible floods in 
Pakistan. 

We try to Organise our charity work 
around local, national and international 
causes. 
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The Chase football 1st team has made 
massive strides in the national cup [English 
School Football Association Cup] and the 
Worcestershire School‟s County Cup. The 
team is currently into the last 64 of the National 
Cup and the semi-finals of the County Cup.  

From the first game in September to the 
fixtures that await the Chase 1st team, the team 
has showed promising potential and at times 
played superb flowing football. Hopefully the 
lads can continue their excellent form, reach 
the final of the County Cup and keep 
progressing in the National Cup.  

 

 

Mr Kelly has described this encounter as 
his proudest result to date. Any spectator 
that was lucky enough to witness this 
enthralling, energetic, epic game would 
definitely agree!  

The Chase made a cracking start and 
during the first half bossed proceedings 
and continued consistently to add points 
to the scoreboard. Kings at times 
struggled to contain The Chase, 
especially with The Chase‟s pace, pin-
point tackling and power, however Kings 
managed to drag themselves back into 
the contest. The half time whistle went 
and the score was Chase 14 – Kings 12. 
Despite King‟s coaching staff attempts to 
rally their troops during the second half 
by bringing on fresh legs, it was The 
Chase who continued to show 
exceptional spirit, courage, 
determination and pride to put tackle in 
after tackle on the Kings players. Every 
single player showed immense passion 
and courage to defend the try line and 
were successful at holding off the 
continual onslaught from Kings.  

The final whistle went with no further 
points being added, the final score was 
Chase 14 – Kings 12. This result has 
definitely enhanced the Chase‟s 
reputation as a strong rugby school with 
an already proud history and has 
certainly made other schools that are left 
in the competition take note of our 1st 
team‟s potential in this national 
competition. The Chase is now into the 
5th round of the Daily Mail Cup awaiting 
their opposition. 

 

The Year 9 team showed plenty of potential, 
grit and solidarity and ended up coming 2nd 
losing out to Tewkesbury in the final game. 
Special mention must go to Kai Allton who 
performed tremendously throughout the 
tournament and was voted by the schools 
taking part as the “player of the tournament”. 
This is a brilliant achievement at the best of 
times; however it is even more of an 
achievement when you take into consideration 
the fact that Kai only started playing rugby in 
September. 

 

The Year 9 and Year 8 rugby squads made their 
annual visit to Tewkesbury to participate in the 
C.C.T. Cup [Cleeve, Chase and Tewkesbury 
cup]. The Chase had over 45 players 
representing the school on a typical autumn‟s 
morning, which was a fantastic achievement.  

 

The Year 8 team won the C.C.T Cup, the team completely dominated 
proceedings and beat both teams, and at times playing sensational rugby .It 
is certainly encouraging for the future of Chase rugby.  
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We won the whole tournament. Our first match was against Tewkesbury, we drew that 
game 8-8.Then we played Dysons, a massive game against our local rivals, especially when 
Dysons are normally strong at basketball, however we beat them 2-0. Then we played 
Hanley Castle, followed by St. Edwins, winning both these games. It was a great experience 
and a tremendous achievement especially when it was our first competitive 
situation. It has shown us that training really does have an impact on how you 
perform.  

By John Friths 8TS 

 

Ian Coventry and Candida Gould retired as Governors in November.  I would like to 
thank them for their contributions and support during the relatively short time that they 
served on the Governing Body and in particular to wish Candida every success in her 
new school in Bristol. 

Whilst Ian and Candida served the Governing Body for a relatively short time span, our 
third retiring Governor, Dr Mary Harcup has sat on The Chase Governing Body for longer 
than most of us can remember.  Over the years Mary has Chaired the Disciplinary 
Committee as well as having sat on the Finance and Premises and Staff and Students 
Committee and served a term as Vice Chair.  Her wisdom and  advice in so many areas 
of school life, especially that of student behaviour and welfare, have always been helpful 
and relevant and she will be greatly missed. 

 

 

Please could you inform Pupil Reception if you have a change of Address or telephone 
number.  Please also let us have your e-mail address and/ or mobile telephone number so 
you can benefit from our improved communication system. Either ring 01684-891961 and 
leave a message, or email Mrs Batchelor on attendance@chase.worcs.sch.uk.  

It is essential we have up to date contact details for your child in case of emergency. 
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£178.34 was raised by various activities 
organised by students for Children 

in Need. 

Congratulations to Bethaney Allbright, who has won 
The Midlands Ambassador of the Year for all her 
charity work, particularly with Orphans in Romania. 

 

Congratulations to Hannah Robinson 11GP who is the British National Champion Under 16 Black 
Belt in Tae Kwondo Patterns class. 

Wednesday 15 December – 1.15 pm  

Speech Day and Presentation of Prizes (Attendance by invitation only) 

As always, Speech Day will be a ceremony for prize-winners, Year 10 and Year 11 School Council 
and Sports Council representatives, staff, parents and invited guests only.  The ceremony will start 
at 1.15 pm promptly, and the guest speaker will be former Chase student, David Homfray.   

Students not involved in Speech Day will depart school at 11.50 am.  Any students who are 
unable to make alternative arrangements to get home should remain in school.  Buses will run as 
usual at 3.00 pm.   

Friday 17 December 

Last Day of Autumn Term 

Normal timing, finishing at 3.00 pm.  This will not be a non-uniform day.  Please note that 
the Library will not be open after school and there will be no after-school clubs.  All students 
should therefore go home promptly at 3.00 pm.   

 

Last weekend Kieran Young (9LO) competed at the Midlands Irish Dance Championships, 
Kettering. It was a very hard competition as he was dancing against a lad who has held the World 
Champion title for two years running. Kieran danced really well and came 2nd, which means that 
he has qualified for the World Championships in Dublin next April. 
Kieran has also recently been informed that he‟s been short listed as one of the two top nominees 
for the Malvern Hills District Junior Male Sports Personality of the Year Award. The Award 
ceremony will be held on the 16th December, Malvern College, where he will find out who is the 
winner. Good luck Kieran!  

Thursday 16 December 

7.30 pm Annual Service of Lessons and Carols, Malvern Priory   

You are warmly invited to attend our Carol Service which takes place in Malvern Priory 
Church, beginning at 7.30 pm.  There will be a retiring collection for an appropriate charity. 


