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A strong Chase team of 16 runners entered the Hereford & Worcester Schools Orienteering 
Championships at Eastnor on Saturday 13th March 2010.  

 
The combined efforts of all the competitors in years 7 
and 8 secured the yellow course trophy for The Chase 
and years 9 and 10 put in a solid team performance to 
bring home the orange course trophy as well. 
Nicholas Chauhan from year 7 did very well to come in 
2nd place running as an individual for the first time. Josh 
Brooks and Evie Richards from year 8 made their 
debut running for The Chase team and stormed into first 
place on the yellow course, closely followed by James 
Russell, Freddie Wolff, Ben Scott and Daniel Milton 
coming in one after the other to take 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th 
places. Jonah Pickering and Matthew Chauhan had a 
very fast run on the yellow course but unfortunately 
mispunched one control which meant that their run 
didn’t count.  David Creber recorded the winning time 
for year 9 closely followed by his rival Jake Herbert with 
Dan Edmonds and Chris Vickers taking 3rd and 4th 

places. Jamie MacKenzie took first place for year 10, followed by Max Howie having a very 
good run to take the silver medal. It was great to see Rosey Hartmann back in action after a 
long absence due to injury. She was thrilled to claim gold for 
year 12 girls. 
 
We are looking forward to our next schools competition on  
8th May 2010. If you have tried orienteering and would like to 
join us please see Mr Thomas in the PE Department and ask 
him to pass on your contact details to Mrs MacKenzie who 
organises the Chase team.  
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As I arrived at school on Saturday afternoon I was 
so excited. The thought, that in less than 24 hours 
I would be in a snowy wonderland in Italy (not 
much different from what we have all got used to at 
home) excited me. As soon as I got on the coach it 
dawned on me and the excitement ran out of my 
body - I was about to be sitting on this same seat 
for 18 hours! After a few hours we arrived at the 
first service station where we got to walk again. I 
never thought I would be happy to be walking in 
the rain. Later on in the evening we arrived at 
Dover over 1 hour early for our ferry. Another long wait did not seem appealing but luckily 
we got told to go straight onto the early ferry. The journey on the ferry was meant to be a 
calm crossing and was for most but some people found every little bump and sway horrible 
and sickening. Just over 1 hour later we arrived in Calais, relieved to get off the ferry. We 
then faced a 10 hour coach journey across France and through the Mont Blanc tunnel into 
Italy, with a short drive down the Aosta Valley to our ski resort of Pila. As we approached 
the Mont Blanc tunnel we had to cross a very high bridge on the mountainside which made 
some of the group cringe in their seats. However, the whole journey was made worthwhile 
by the magnificent scenery which awaited us when we exited the Mont Blanc tunnel and 
entered Italy. The views were mind blowing with snow covered mountains, including Mont 
Blanc itself staring down at us! 
 
As everybody grabbed their bags and rushed for the cameras we drove through the Aosta 
Valley surrounded by the wonders of nature. A while later we drove past the hotel which, at 
first glance, did not look wonderful. All everybody wanted to do was go in the hotel, have a 
shower,  something to eat and go to bed! 
But no, we had to go to the ski hire and queue for ages to get ski boots, ski poles and, last 
but not least, skis! After we eventually got through the horrible queues, we headed to the 
hotel where we were then faced with unpacking the coach of all the bags and dragging 
them up to our rooms. We thought we knew which room we were going to be in but that 
would have been too simple. Nearly all the rooms had been reassigned. After such a long 
day since we left Malvern, we got to lie down on our beds and just rest. It was like heaven! 
Later, everyone was looking forward to something to eat. We all sat down at the tables 
waiting to be served with our lunch. To be honest I couldn’t have cared what I was served 
as long as it was edible! 
 
The next morning and every morning that week we had to get up at 6:45 to be at breakfast 
by 7:30 and leave the hotel for the ski lift at 8:00. It was almost an impossible task — but 
when you got off the ski lift and you were presented with the wonderful scenery and pistes it 
made everything feel worth it! 
By Adam Birch 10CR 
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What do teachers get up to when they leave school? We will now be 
featuring an article on a regular basis, about a member of staff 
whose love of learning does not stop when they leave the classroom. 
 
 

 
 

 
What first inspired you to become involved in this hobby? 
My first wife was a dancer so we decided to do some ballroom dancing together while we 
lived in Oxford. When we moved to Cheltenham, the ballroom scene was a little less dynamic. 
However, one day, the club ran a workshop on Argentine tango with the ex-world champions; 
we were hooked. I have now been teaching it to other learners for about six years. 
 

What is the most enjoyable aspect of Argentine dance? 
Tango is a social dance so you get to meet a lot of people. I’m also pretty good at it and it’s 
nice to be a popular choice among the women dancers! Something else I really enjoyed was 
having the opportunity to dance in Buenos Aires itself, the home of the tango. Of course, 
being asked to dance in The Chase production of The Boyfriend was also pretty good. 
Dancing in front of students at The Chase is probably the most nerve-wracking aspect! 

 
Are there any comparisons between this hobby and your day 
job? 
One purpose of my hobby is to add variety to life. In that sense, it is good that my hobby and 
my job do not really overlap. I can really switch off from Year 8 last thing on a Friday (who are 
lovely but also exhausting) when I go out to dance. 

 
Why should people become involved in this hobby? 
It is a lot of fun. Aside from the fact that we should all be challenging ourselves to learn new 
skills, it is important once you are out in the “real world” to find some sort of creative outlet 
and some means of having fun. I am a keen learner. For me, if I have learned everything 
there is to know about something, it is time to move onto something new. It is the learning 
process itself which is the most fun. 
 
Compiled by Dale Duddridge 
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Thursday 4th March saw a Sixth-Form “nearly jazz” band perform by invitation at the 
Lord Mayor’s Spring concert held at the Mount Pleasant Hotel. The band, consisting of 
Sam Coates, Rosie Smith, Sophie Baker, Aaron Lawrence and Jordan Richards, 
played really well and provided an upbeat and enjoyable end to the concert which earlier 
had also seen some other members of the Chase involved in the Worcestershire Youth 
Chamber Strings. The organiser described the band as “brilliant” and has asked for them 
to return for future performances - well done! 

Amelia Arnold and Becky Smith 
were part of a group of students who 

were selected to perform in ‘Pop 
Icons’ at the Swan Theatre in 

Worcester, out of over 90 students 
who entered all across Hereford and 

Worcester. They both performed 
excellently and were a credit to the 

school.  

 

 

 

We need your Help! 
Do have some spare time?          
Would you be able to help? 
 
We are looking for a volunteer to take on 
sorting out lost property and displaying it 
in the concourse each month to give 
students the opportunity to claim lost 
items back and for those items unclaimed 
to be recycled through the Summer and 
Christmas fairs. 
 
If you are able to help, please contact the 
Chase Association via main reception. 

Offers new and pre-owned high 
quality prom gowns, evening dresses, 
cocktail, cruise and special occasion wear 
for ladies who wish to look and 
feel fabulous without spending a fortune. 
So, if you have a special event to look 
forward to and wish to purchase the gown 
of your dreams, all you have to do is pick 
up the phone. Prices ranging from £35 - 
£200.   
To book an appointment to view current 
stocks please call me. I welcome 
individual and group bookings in  relaxed 
and comfortable surroundings. I am 
presently based in the pretty village of 
Welland near Malvern, Worcestershire 
until my boutique in Worcester city centre 
opens in the summer of this year. 
YOU CAN CONTACT ME ON THE 
FOLLOWING NO's  
01684 311320 / 07881708646   
(answering service on both lines) 

EMAIL: mrssuebuck@btinternet.com 


