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On Saturday 10th October, 
eight year nine students went 
to Cheltenham for the 
literature festival. We went to 
see author Roderick Gordon 
and his publisher Barry 
Cunningham talk about the 
series of Tunnels books. 
Roderick Gordon gave an 
interesting and stimulating 
talk about the publishing 
history of his books; the novel 
was first published by him 
and his co-author Brian 
Williams as The Highfield 
Mole.  
 

The first book in the series, Tunnels, details the exploits of fourteen year old Will Burrows 
and his friend Chester going underground to find his father. They discover an underground 
colony which has been there for centuries. They are captured by the secret service of the 
colony, the Styx. Whilst captured, Will discovers that he was adopted and originally from the 
colony. Reunited with his brother, Cal, he continues in his quest to find his father. 

 
Gordon illustrated his talk with videos of real life underground tunnels and illustrations 

from current and future books. At the end of the talk one of the members of The Chase party, 
Dan Mead, won a signed and illustrated copy of The Highfield Mole (there are only 1500 in 
the world) worth around £200! 

 
It was a very enjoyable afternoon and we would all like to 

thank Mr Clutterbuck for organising the event and putting up with 
us for a whole day. 
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Mr Hardie took a group of students to RAF 
museum Cosford on Friday 16th October. 
The six students who represented the club 
on the day were Andrew Banks, Thomas 
Greer, Alexander Kirby, Scott 
Matthews, Michael Ranaldo and James 
Workman. 
 
 

The purpose of the visit was to exhibit the work that we have been doing over the past 
year. The project we took on board was the generation of electricity from wind. So far we 
have tested and trialed many different propeller/turbine blade designs. Initially we made 
these from card to test their efficiency. We then cut them out of acrylic on the laser cutter 
for accuracy as well as consistency.  We looked at gear  
ratios to try to generate as much electricity as possible  
when connected to an electric motor. 
 
 
 
Future work will involve the possibilities of developing a hand held generator to charge 
mobile phones, mp3 players and even a larger version to offset the school’s electricity bill. 
Many officials, students and teachers came to our stand and were very interested in the 
work we were doing. 
We also had time to have a look around at the aircraft on exhibit. This was very interesting. 
The afternoon was devoted to student activities. We attended a presentation by the RAF 
and then we had a go at controlling radio controlled Mars rover buggies. During this time 
Mr Hardie had to attend a meeting with the other teachers. We got the feeling that he 
would rather have been playing with the buggies! 
 
 
 
 
We packed up our display and arrived back at school at 4.30pm - a long but enjoyable 
day. 
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Will Rose and Beth Fisher of Year 11 represented themselves, their families, their school 
and their generation wonderfully well at the Education Business Partnership’s celebration 
lunch, held at Worcester Racecourse on Friday 6th November.  
 
William and Bethany performed a lively and 
articulate double act in describing their work 
experiences at the Wildfowl Trust , Slimbridge, 
and at npower. They thanked the various 
employers without whose assistance 8,000 
Worcestershire young people would not gain such 
invaluable experience of working life every year. 
The guests were welcomed and escorted to their 
tables by members of the Hospitality Diploma 
Course at Worcester FE College, including The 
Chase's Year 10 student, Kathryn Burns, who 
also did an excellent job. 

 
 
 
 
Any student in year nine or above might be interested to know that there is a ski and 
snowboard trip organised for February 2011 to Italy. 
It has been organised by Mr Hood to a resort called La Thuile. This is a luxurious high 
resort where you can step out of the front door of the hotel and immediately put on your skis 
or snowboard.  
It is a large hotel with lots of facilities and so the whole trip will have a very relaxed feel but 
with plenty of things to do if you want to. There will be opportunities to shop in Aosta for 
those confirmed shopaholics amongst us. 
The best part is the skiing and snowboarding and this resort is great for every standard. 
Beginners will get an opportunity to go up to the Snowdome to do some initial practice. 
The trip will be announced in assemblies over the next few weeks but feel free to come and 
get details as soon as you can from Mr Hood’s Office or the Bursar’s Office. 
The trip will cost £900 for skiers and £920 for snowboarders. 
 
There are still two or three places available for the Italy trip this year. It will cost £800 
(skiing) or £860 (snowboarding). Please see Mr Hood ASAP if you would like to join us on 
this fantastic trip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beth, Will & Kathryn pictured with other guests, 
including the tall figure of Mike Foster MP! 
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This year’s production is of Oscar Wilde’s perennially popular comedy of 
manners. Jack Worthing, a pillar of Hertfordshire society looks after his 
delightful Ward, Cecily Cardew in the safety of the country. On his visits to 
London to his friend, Algernon Moncrieff, he meets Algernon’s cousin, 
Gwendolen, daughter of the Gorgon-like Lady Bracknell. Jack is in love with 
Gwendolen but needs Lady Bracknell’s consent to marry her. Algernon 
overhears Jack telling Gwendolen the address of his country home and 
determines to visit him in order that he may meet Cecily Cardew.  
Miss Prism, Cecily’s governess tries to keep her pupil’s mind on study rather 
than men… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This play is replete with some of Wilde’s most famous witticisms and is a 
wonderful antidote to the gloom of late November. The cast has been 
working very hard to polish performances to the necessary cut glass faceted 
scintillation necessary to do justice to the brilliance of its writing. Also, the 
set has been ingeniously designed and built by Mark Herbert, Lol Gorman 
and the Art & Design Department, assisted by a team of willing students. 
 

To find out the remainder of the plot, and to experience 
an enjoyable night out, come and see the show! 
Performances are on Friday 20th and Saturday 21st 
November at 7.30 p.m. in the main school hall. Tickets 
are £7.00 and £5.00 (concessions) 
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Please remember the Chase Christmas Fair on Friday 11th 
December from 6.30 – 8.30pm. There will be lots of lovely stalls, 
Santa’s grotto, a tempting tombola and a very festive atmosphere 
with The Chase Brass Band playing carols to keep us entertained. 
So come along and join in the fun and get some Christmas 
shopping done at the same time! 
 
If you could offer an hour or so of help, either at the fair or 
sometime during the day, then we would love to see you. Please 
email angelahughes44@hotmail.com or leave your name and 
number at the school office and we will contact you. 

At the start of the Autumn 
term everyone received a 
letter from us asking for a 
voluntary contribution to 
The Chase Association 
Fund of £5 per child or a 
total of £10 per family to 
help with purchasing extras 
for the school which benefit 
the students. 
 
 Many thanks to those who 
have already sent in a 
contribution, it is much 
appreciated. If you have 
not yet sent in a 
contribution, then it isn’t too 
late! Don’t worry if you 
have lost the letter, just put 
a cheque payable to “The 
Chase Association” into an 
envelope marked “Chase 
Association Fund” and 
hand it in at the school 
office (or post it to the 
school). Please mark your 
child/children’s name/s and 
tutor group/s on the back of 
the cheque. 

 
 

 
 
Our annual Ceremony of Lessons and Carols in 
Malvern Priory is one of the highlights of the 
Chase calendar, and we look forward to 
welcoming family and friends to  the service on 
Thursday 17th December at 7:30pm. 
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In the last few months, we have had a series of successful expeditions. The Bronze 
Practice Expedition to Warren Oak Scout Campsite with 49 students towards the end of 
the Summer term was incredibly wet, but it didn’t put off any students who then all 
completed their qualifying expedition during the 2nd weekend of this Autumn Term.  
 
We have also had a successful Gold Expedition, which involved teams both on their 
training and qualifying expeditions in the Elan Valley, Mid Wales. The weather was 
generally better but, after 4 days in the Mountains, the groups were very tired and glad 
to have finished. 
 
Thanks must go to Mr Morrell, Mrs Sewell, Mr Hood, Mr Watson, Mrs Watson, Miss 
Owen and Miss Covey for giving up their weekends to support these expeditions. 
 
Congratulations must go to Jessica Adsett and Sophie Cornelius for being the first 
two students in Year 11 to have completed their Bronze Award.  
 
I must remind students at any level of the Duke of Edinburgh Award that, if they have 
completed their record books, they need to let Mrs Sewell or myself have them so that 
we can get them processed. Likewise, if any student is unsure about what to do, with 
regards completing different sections of the Award, they need to come and see either of 
us in the L block, we are available most lunchtimes. 
 
We are planning on launching the Bronze award with the current year 10 students 
during assembly in the next few weeks. 

 
 
 
It is an important year for Ten Tors as 2010 marks the 50th anniversary of the event. I 
have bid for two team places - one in the 45 mile event and the other in the 55 mile 
event. Given the success of last year’s 45 team, I am hopeful that we will get both 
places this year.  
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Congratulations must go to Mr Hood, Miss 
Covey and Mrs Watson, who completed 
their Walking Group Leader (WGL) 
assessments down on Dartmoor, over the 
three days before the start of this Autumn 
Term. The assessment included elements 
of wild camping, night navigation and of 
course group management in an upland 
environment. 
 
Over the coming months there will be 
students and other members of staff 
involved in both training and assessments 
for a range of outdoor qualifications which 
will, hopefully, allow for greater Outdoor 
Learning opportunities for the students of 
The Chase.  
 
In the New Year I am looking at running a 
Climbing Wall Award training course, for 
sixth form students, staff and possibly 
parents who are interested in being able 
to take groups to indoor climbing walls. 
There is also the possibility of a UKCC 
Level 1 Coaching course for kayaking and 
canoeing being delivered if there is any 
interest. In both cases, interested parties 
need to contact me at school to register 
their interest and also to find out about the 
prerequisites.  

 
 
 
Mr Morrell and I recently ran a series of after 
school Open Canoeing sessions using 
venues such as the Severn, the Teme and 
the Wye. The purpose of these sessions was 
to introduce students to canoeing on moving 
and simple white water. At some stage or 
other, most students managed to fall in but 
agreed that they enjoyed the experience. We 
will be running a series of sessions on a 
similar format late in the Spring term.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any questions at all, please feel 
free to contact me at School. 
 
Mr P. Smith 
Curriculum Leader - Outdoor Learning 
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Year 7 Hockey match v The Downs 
 
On Wednesday 21st October our Chase 
Year 7 team played The Downs School 
at home.  The game was very exciting 
and there was lots of action.  The Chase 
team proved to be very strong and the 
final result was 3-0 to The Chase.  Our 
goals scorers in the match were Ellie 
Fleming (scoring 2 goals) and Issy 
Heath.   

Year 7 Girls Hockey success!! 
Our Chase Year 7 Girls hockey teams have been very successful in their first term with 
many games won and very few lost.   
On Thursday 22nd October The Chase put forward two Year 7 hockey teams against 
Dysons.  The Chase teams were very strong throughout and were triumphant in all 4 
matches with the final scores being as follows: 8-0 to Chase, 8-0 to Chase, 8-0 to Chase and 
6-1 to Chase.  A huge well-done  to all players for their effort. 
 
 
 
 
to Holly Smith (Year 9). She has been selected to represent England at Rounders as part of 
the National Squad for the 2nd year running (2009 and now 2010)! Well Done Smithy! 

 
 
 

HOT OFF THE PRESS 

17 students trained with the Welsh 
Senior Ladies Hockey Squad over half 
term. Find out who they were and how 
they got on, in the next PE newsletter… 
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 is now up and running!!! 
It takes place on a Wednesday night from 3-4pm  Years 10, 11, 12 & 13 
welcome in the Sports Hall. 

 
Are you a volunteer? 
If you are currently volunteering in sport,  please see Mrs Secretan on 
either a Monday or Friday and she will show you how to log your hours on 
the Youth Sport Trust website.   

PE Good News Slot: 
 

• Our four new representatives for the Leadership Academy— Will 
Brown, Bethan Merriman, Sam Harris and Amber McIntosh - attended 
the 2009 Leadership Academy Launch. The day was spent attending 
workshops focusing on time management, team building and multi 
skills. They also visited the national governing body stands and have 
gained ideas for leadership and volunteering within the community.  

 
• Emma Fitzpatrick competed in the National Gala for her club in 

Sheffield.  Emma did incredibly well just to get to the Nationals. 
This is a great achievement and her successful results from the 
gala will be in the next edition of the newsletter.  WATCH THIS 
SPACE!! 

 
• Year 11 students Ash Brewer, Rafe Turner, Oli Bond, Kieran Moore, 

Sadie Winterbottom and Olivia Sharp acted as Young Leaders at 
the Worcestershire FA Large Schools Football Tournament at MSJ 
on Monday 19 October.  Stewart Colmer, Competition Manager 
for South Worcestershire & Worcestershire West SSPs, commented: 
“They did themselves and the school proud”. 

 
• Our Open Evening was, again, a great success.  Visiting parents 

and pupils were very impressed and many positive comments 
were received. Thank you to all pupils involved within the PE 
department, particularly to year ten guides who did  a fantastic 
job!  
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Rugby: 

 

1st Team:  

The Chase 3-45 Kings Worcs. 

 

2nd Team: 

The Chase 26-22 Hanley 

 

Year 11 (U16): 

The Chase 47-19 Dysons 

 

Year 10 (U15): 

The Chase 36-0 Hanley 

 

Year 9 (U14): 

The Chase 15-22 Hanley 

 

Year 8 (U13): 

The Chase 29-0 Hanley 

 

Hockey: 

1st Team:  

Chase v Malvern College 
3-0 

 

2nd Team:  

Chase v Malvern College 1-5 

 

Year 11 (U16): 

Chase v Dysons 12-0 

 

Year 10 (U15):  

Chase v MSJ 0-0 

 

Year 9 (U14): 

Chase YR 9 v Chase YR 10 0–1 

Chase v Pershore 2-1 

 

Year 8 (U13):  

Chase v MSJ 4-0 

Chase v The Downs 3-1 

 

Year 7 

Chase v MSJ 1-2 

Chase A v Hereford Cathedral 0-5 

Chase B v Hereford Cathedral 1-1 

Chase v The Downs 3-0 

Chase Blue v Dysons 8-0 

Chase Green v Dysons 8-0 

Chase Blue v Dysons 8-0 

Chase Green v  Dysons 6-1 
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We think that being a parent is the toughest job in the world. We offer parents the 
support they need in a way which suits them. Our services include our 24 hour, 7 days 
a week, 365 days a year confidential helpline, Parentline. This service can be 
accessed free on 0808 800 2222. 
 
If parents don’t want to talk, they can email us at 
parentsupport@parentlineplus.org.uk. We will provide a confidential response within 
three working days. 
 
Our website offers topical, regularly updated information on all aspects of parenting 
from new baby days to teens and beyond. They can be found at 
www.parentlineplus.org.uk or www.gotateeenager.org.uk. 

 
We can also support parents on a 1-2-1 basis, either locally or on the phone. Parents 
can also be put in contact with other parents and families experiencing similar 
problems. 

 
In these times of cut-backs, redundancies and recession, many of us are feeling the pinch 
and we shouldn’t be afraid to admit that we don’t always have the money to do everything 
we want to do. However, the Chase Association may be able to help.  
 
 We certainly can’t put an end to all your money worries but we could help your son or 
daughter to attend a course which would benefit them. This could relate to sports skills, 
sports coaching, dance or drama, Scouts or Guides, music etc. We can offer a bursary or 
grant of £100 to students who wish to attend a course related to their particular interest. 
Quite a lot of grants have already been given but we get the feeling that a lot of people 
don’t know about them.  
 
If you are a student at The Chase and you would like to attend a course but feel you can’t 
ask your parents to fund it, then please ask us and we’ll see how we can help. The grant is 
usually for a maximum of £100 but we may be able to consider a larger sum in special 
circumstances. Please write us a note and mark it “Chase Association” and hand it in at 
reception. Alternatively, you can email us at chaseassoc@chase.worcs.sch.uk. If you’re not 
very keen on putting pen to paper, then speak to your Form Tutor or Head of Year and ask 
them to contact us for you.  


