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A* in Year 7! 
Mrs Jennings is delighted that one of her year group got a GCSE grade 
A* last summer when he was only in Year 7!! Maxime Michel of 8HT got 
an A* in French after sitting the exam alongside Year 11 in June. He did 
brilliantly and Mrs. Jennings and the whole of Year 8 are very impressed 
and very proud. Well done Maxime, you are a star!  

Chase Stars Shine! 
GCSE students at The Chase again met ambitious targets this year with 69% of the year group obtaining 5 or 
more A*-C grades, the requirement for progress to advanced level study and equalling the school’s best ever 
performance. 

 

Girls led the way in 2009, with Sarah Worsley and Holly Roberts gaining 11 and 10 A* grades respectively. 
They were closely followed by Joanna Barr, Victoria Colbourne, Benjamin Newport and Madelaine Pitt 
who each obtained 9 starred A grades. Also doing exceptionally well were Bethaney Allbright, Millie Austin, 
Rory Brittain, Erin Cunningham, Abigail Downie, Rebecca Greer, Georgia Ingles, Hannah Lillis, Tom 
Mackenzie, Tom Marks,  Christopher Noble, Katherine Rix, Sophie Shaw, Alice Thompson and Poppy 
Walter who all obtained at least 5 A star grades amongst their 13 GCSE passes. 

 

The school is delighted that students of all ability levels achieved their potential, proving again that, whilst 
offering an outstanding extra-curricular programme, The Chase also provides students with every opportunity 
for high academic achievement. These results are justified reward for the  hard work and ability of students 
and staff, as well as the support of parents. Congratulations are well-deserved all round! 
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Tim Newman and Alison Sage, members of The Chase Sixth Form were 
successful in securing their places at Cambridge and Oxford Universities. Tim will 
begin reading Natural Sciences at Trinity Hall College, Cambridge, while Alison will 
read German at St. Anne’s College, Oxford. They continue The Chase’s proud 
tradition of Oxbridge success. 

Delighted Chase Duo Destined for Light and Dark Blue! 

Another Feast of A Grades at The Chase! 
In another superb set of A Level results, 25 Chase students gained 2 or more A grades this Summer, 
together with many other highly creditable performances across the ability range. 

 

Leading the way this year were Katie Woolstenhulme, who gained 5 straight A grades, and Raymond Ho 
and Andrea Savidge, who each obtained 4 A grades together with a further 2 Bs. James McKeane, Tom 
Morrison and Tim Newman achieved 4 A grades each, with other outstanding performances coming from 
Kathryn Allbright, Rosemary Barr, Lydia Collins, Ella Davison, Hannah Goodenough, Alison Sage and 
Rachel Worsley who all obtained at least 3 A grades. Tim Newman and Alison Sage gained places at 
Cambridge University while their colleagues will be taking up a wide range of worthwhile further education, 
employment and gap year opportunities all round the country and beyond. 

 

These results are a tribute to the collective efforts of students, staff and parents and deserve to be 
celebrated without the usual carping debate about standards. All students and teachers can do is to prepare 
to the best of their ability for the assessments set by the examining boards. Improved results demonstrate 
that students and staff are working harder together and preparing for the exams more effectively each year 
and this should be unquestioned cause for congratulations all round! 
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Worcestershire County Council will be operating a “No Pass, No Travel” policy on 
all school transport services from September 2009 onwards. 

This means that every student must show their pass to the driver every time he/she 
boards school transport otherwise they will be refused travel. 

The ‘No Pass, No Travel’ policy is intended to ensure: 

• No vehicle becomes overloaded 
 
• Accurate lists are held of all students using transport services for 

communication and emergency purposes 
 
• No abuse of payments schemes 
 
• Students use the correctly allocated vehicle, again preventing 

overloading 
 

It is parental responsibility to ensure your child carries their bus 
pass and gets to and from the bus stop in safety, until they have 
boarded the vehicle. 
If your child’s pass is lost or stolen and you need a replacement, contact the 
Worcestershire Hub on 01905 765765. A Temporary Authorisation to Travel 
(TATT) can be obtained via the school office for an immediate pass for travel whilst 
you obtain a proper replacement  

The new term has started very 
well and the Senior Student 
Team has been keen to 
welcome new pupils in Year 7. 
Pictured from left to right 
are:Rachel Ranaldo (Year 
7), Alwin Benny (Year 7), 
James Kavanagh (Head 
Boy), Rosie Smith (Head 
Girl), Lewis Walsh (Year 7) 
and Jessica Leaman (Year 
7). The Sixth Form Team 
would  like to wish Year 7 all 
the best for this exciting new 
time in their lives.  
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This is The Chase’s ‘support group’ of parents, friends of the school and staff members. 
As well as organising events and raising funds, the association is also developing as an 
informal ‘Parents’ Forum’, where matters raised by parents can be discussed with 
members of the Leadership Team (there is always at least one senior member of staff, the 
Head, Deputy or Assistant Head, present at the Committee Meetings, together with a 
member of the Governing Body) and where staff can report new developments and seek 
parents’ views about them. The Association will be writing to all new parents shortly: ask 
your youngster for the letter. Why not come to the AGM at 7.30 pm on Tuesday evening 
November 3rd in the new Modern Languages area and join the Committee? 

Evening Gardening Event, Friday 25 September 
The Chase Association’s first event of the year takes place on Friday, 25 September, in 
the Main Hall where Reg Moule, Hereford and Worcester Radio’s Gardening Expert and 
regular contributor to local and regional newspapers, will be answering questions about all 
things horticultural, to tie-in with Malvern’s Autumn Show at The Three Counties Show 
Ground. The doors open at 6.45 pm for a sale of plant and other garden-related items, with 
Reg beginning his ‘gardening clinic’ at 7.30 pm. Tickets are £5 from the school office or at 
the door and include a glass of wine/soft drink and free entry to a prize draw for tickets to 
the Autumn Show as well as other gardening-related prizes. Please come along and 
socialise whilst improving your gardening technique! If anyone can help on the night to 
serve drinks or help on the door please e-mail chaseassoc@worcs.sch.uk! 

Lost Property 
 
Lost property pick-up sessions are held 
generally on the last Friday of every 
month on the Concourse. The first 
collection date of the new term will be 
Friday 25 September. Please note that 
named items found are available to pick 
up from Mrs. Batchelor in Pupil 
Reception. 

Library Notice 
 

The Times “Books For Schools” scheme 
is now operating again and so I would be 
most grateful if form tutors could ask 
students to collect tokens for our 
Library.  The scheme runs until the 6th. 
December, 2009, and there will be tokens 
in The Times and The Sunday Times.  I 
will place a collection box in the staff room 
and I am also happy to receive tokens in 
the Library. 
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Green fingers 
The Biology department need your help to facilitate the 
development of the new garden area and greenhouse by the 
science block. The area will be used by GCSE students as part of 
their GCSE Applied science Agriculture course, by students who 
attend the gardening club—Wednesdays 3-4pm in S3 and by 
the department to grow plants which are used in lessons. 

Morrisons are currently running their Let’s Grow promotion for 
schools and we would greatly appreciate collection of these 
vouchers so that we can buy gardening goods to develop this 
area. Please send the vouchers into school either to be placed in 
the box in the concourse or handed to your child’s science 
teachers. Thank you for your support! 

The Chase given a Merit from RHS Britain in Bloom 
In July 2009 the school grounds were entered in the Heart of England in Bloom Neighbourhood awards 
scheme.  The judges were very impressed and despite it being our first entry we were given the honour of 
a Merit award.  The judges said: 

“It was a delight to meet and chat with students.  A green corridor, planted with trees and shrubs, provides 
habitats for wildlife.  A garden of reflection has been created in a quiet area used by staff and students.  
An exciting new recently constructed science block is state of the art and environmentally friendly with a 
sedum roof.  Its water collection system feeds the newly created pond within the biology gardens which, 
although in its early stages is progressing well.  Congratulations thus far on all your wonderful 
achievements!  Biodiversity will be assured here!” 

Welcome Disco for Year 7  
Students 

It has become traditional at The Chase for Year 8 
students to host a disco to welcome the new 
students in the first half of the Autumn Term. The 
Welcome Disco takes place this year on Friday, 
October 9th, from 7.00 -9.00 pm. It will be jointly 
supervised by staff, parents and Sixth Formers and 
is open to all Year 7 and 8 students who will be 
able to buy tickets from Sixth Formers in the 
school concourse at lunchtimes in the week before 
the event. Please note that tickets will not be 
available on the door, that no one will be admitted 
who has not bought a ticket in advance and that 
only students in Years 7 and 8 at The Chase are 
welcome. We look forward  to a fun evening! 

Extra-Curricular  
Programme 

This is now taking-off as spectacularly 
as ever, especially so far in Sport 
where hundreds of youngsters have 
been out practising after school, 
preparing for fixtures against other 
schools which start shortly. Music too 
has made an early start with its 
various groups and Cooking Club has 
also drawn a large number of early 
recruits. In the next Newsletter, we 
will publish the full list of available 
activities and all students are urged to 
get involved in one or more. There is 
no excuse for being bored at The 
Chase!  

(See the sports timetable on page 9) 
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HISTORY TRIP TO BELGIUM – JULY 2009 
 

Most people managed to get out of bed on time and both coaches departed from The Chase at 
7.40 am on Monday morning – only ten minutes later than planned!  We made good time to Dover 
and had a (relatively) smooth crossing to Calais.  From there, it did not take long to get to 
Nieuwpoort where we received our room keys, inspected each others’ rooms and ‘made them our 
own’.  We then had an introduction to Nieuwpoort and the impact of the First World War on the 
town.  We visited the Western Front Marker, which denotes the most northerly point of the 
Western Front which we sketched in our workbooks, some more successfully than others!  In our 
free time on Monday, we investigated the shops, especially the waffle and ice cream ones! 

 

A major highlight was visiting the Somme area and seeing the huge craters and shell holes that 
still exist all these years later.  The Thiepval Memorial is always a sombre reminder of the 
numbers of people who gave their lives and this theme was reinforced when we went to see the 
Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate.  Two of the students, Helena Dixon and Sam Beale, laid 
a wreath from the school at the Gate.  It was a very moving experience. 

 

On the Wednesday morning, we took the coach to the Notre Dame de Lorette Cemetery, the 
largest French cemetery for World War One and the site of approximately 45,000 burials.  The 
sight of this many graves was overwhelming and brought home to everyone the human cost of 
war.  The graves included General Barbot who saved the town of Arras from invasion in 1914 by 
halting the German advance with his Royal Chasseurs and Alpine Corps, but who died in 1916.  In 
the afternoon, we went to Vimy Ridge which was an area where the Canadian troops reached 
victory against the Germans and obtained a strong vantage point.  We went on a tour of the 
trenches and the tunnels underneath.  We also had a tour of the tunnels that the Canadian troops 
dug under their trenches from a cheerful Canadian guide.  Being in the dark and cold 
underground, we felt much more sympathy for the soldiers who saw the tunnels as the top place to 
live or work.  Afterwards, we visited the enormous marble Canadian Memorial at the highest point 
of Vimy Ridge and had to wear sunglasses as it was very bright! 

 

Another very moving visit was to the execution cells at Poperinje.  We learnt that during the war, 
some people deserted or found themselves unable to continue in the conflict.  Convicted deserters 
were “Shot at Dawn” after having been held overnight in small execution cells beforehand.  Over 
300 British soldiers fell into this category and we learnt that the British government had very 
recently pardoned all the men. 

 

Time was even found to visit the graves of students’ relatives who were killed in action, including 
Dan’s grandfather’s uncle.  Visiting the graveside of a relative who was shot down and killed at the 
age of 21 was an experience he will always remember. 

 

On Friday, we packed our things and left Nieuwpoort.  We then caught the Eurostar back to 
England and on the journey back to The Chase digested a bit more history, in the form of 
Blackadder Goes Forth! 

 

We would all like to thank all the staff for making the trip an informative and moving experience 
that none of us will ever forget. 

 

Daniel Williams 11PC 

Emma Ward 11BS 
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Accommodation Improvements 
Several major refurbishment projects began towards the end of the Summer Term. The scheme to refurbish 
the former Biology Laboratories for Modern Languages was completed in time for the new term and has 
provided 7 new classrooms, three Sixth Form seminar rooms and a staff room. The opening of this excellent 
facility is giving the work of Languages students and staff a major boost. Not far behind are the Food 
Technology and Textiles rooms which have been brought up to date with modern furniture and equipment to 
reflect the increased enthusiasm amongst boys and girls for these subjects.  

 

The biggest project this year, however, is the modernisation of O Block in order to concentrate all the 
facilities for the study of English into one building. This is a serious piece of work which is having to be 
spread over an extended period. Some teaching is able to continue in O Block but other classes have been 
temporarily relocated to the former Modern Languages rooms on the Annexe Site. Once the Local Authority 
had decided against a new-build replacement for O Block, the refurbishment was always going to cause a 
degree of unavoidable inconvenience which the staff of the school are working hard to ensure does not 
damage our students’ learning in English. We are sure that the provision of modernised accommodation for 
this vital core subject will make the inconvenience and delay eventually worthwhile.  

 

There was one major disappointment in the Summer, however: the delay to the kitchen and servery 
refurbishment in the school canteen. You may know that most of the accommodation on the Annexe Site is 
located in Second World War military buildings. When the work began in the Kitchen, asbestos was 
unexpectedly found in a defunct and closed-off ceiling vent and this, of course, brought the work to an abrupt 
halt! The kitchen and canteen were quickly sealed under negative air-pressure by asbestos contractors 
working under the guidance of the County’s Scientific Officers. The Sixth Form teaching rooms and the Art 
accommodation to either side of the canteen were tested and proved to be safe for use. We have been 
assured by the scientific staff that no students or staff were or are now at risk from the asbestos, which was 
well hidden and in a stable condition, until disturbed inadvertently by the building contractors! 

 

Unfortunately, it is going to take until November 1st, immediately after the Autumn half term break, to 
complete the asbestos removal and the originally-planned refurbishment. In the meantime, the arrangements 
to provide students with a reduced food service on the main site seem to be operating well. 

European Day of Languages 
 
On Thursday 24th September The Chase will go 
Spanish for the day to celebrate European Day of 
Languages. All lessons for Year 7, 8 and 9 will 
have a Spanish theme that day and the staff will 
be wearing Spanish colours and doing their best 
to speak Spanish to you all.  

 

Some pupils will be taking on the roles of roving 
reporters and photographers next Thursday in 
order to create a special European Day of 
Languages newsletter based on their 
experiences that day. Look out for it in the next 
few weeks and have a read, it’ll be great.  

 
Hasta la vista! 

 Uniform and Equipment  
Many thanks to almost all parents for sending the 
youngsters back to school looking their best and 
fully-equipped for a successful year. Please have a 
look on the web-site copy of the Information for 
Parents if you are ever unsure about our 
requirements or contact the school office and ask 
for the relevant Year Leader. Uniform may not be 
the most important aspect of education but it does 
help establish togetherness and commitment to the 
school whilst reducing the worst effects of 
competition between students over fashions and 
labels. Please encourage your youngsters to get 
into the habit of checking the timetable in their 
planners and packing their bags the night before 
school so that they have the necessary books and 
equipment, otherwise they risk failing to make the 
most of unique learning opportunities which will 
never come round again.   
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Year 10 Hockey Match against Kings Report 
On Saturday 12 September, The Chase Year 10 
girls faced the Kings School Worcester in a very 
competitive game.  Kings put forward a very 
strong team, with a number of players working at 
regional and national level.  However, the Chase 
responded well to pressure and a number of 
great attacks were made.  Unfortunately the 
Chase did not manage to score during the game, 
yet did put up a good fight, with Jo Brett as 
keeper doing a great job responding to lots of 
goal attempts made by Kings. The final score 
was 5-0 to Kings but credit should go to our Chase girls who performed well given the 
level of competition they were faced with, and the fact that they had not yet had the 
chance to practise and train together, as Kings’ students had done. 
 

Chase Hockey team secure 2nd place in their first tournament of the season 
 

At 4pm on Wednesday 9 September 2009, the Chase U16 girl’s hockey team competed 
in a tournament against The Kings, Evesham High School and Pershore High School, to 
win a place in the final which is to be held next week.  The tournament was hosted by The 
Chase where the sun was shining.  The games were 25 minutes long and with the sunny 
weather proved to be hard work for all.   

Year 9 Rugby Match against Cleve Match Report 
The Chase year 9 rugby team faced Cleve on the second day back to school! The Chase got 
off to a good start with Joe Wrafter scoring 5 minutes in but the try was not converted. Cleve 
came back strongly though and scored with the game 9 minutes long which was then 
converted. Wrafter then scored again after 11 minutes, again the try wasn’t converted. After 
a good passage of play George Grabba then scored out wide leaving a hard conversion 
which was yet again missed. In the final minutes of the first half Cleve added another 5 
points to their total but 2 minutes later Wrafter powered through to give Chase an 8 point 
cushion at half time. 
The second half then began and was evenly contested in the middle of the pitch with tackles 
flying everywhere until Wrafter punctured the Cleve defence and scored. Jack Mackintosh 
converted. The battle in the middle of the pitch then continued until a Cleve player ran 
through the Chase defence with 3 minutes to go and scored which was then converted. 
Chase then conceded from the restart and the try was converted which made the scores 27-
26 to Chase. It now was the final play and Wrafter ripped the ball and passed it out of play 
hoping to end the game. Mr. Thomas consulted Mr. Kelly, however we found the ball had to 
be kicked dead, which made the end of the game nervier then ever. But the Chase lads 
turned the ball over and finally kicked it into touch. The final score was 27-26 to Chase, an 
excellent result to a hard fought game! 
Written by Jack Mackintosh 9BY and Lewis Platt 9AD 
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Year 11 Rugby 7s Tournament 
 

The Chase High school are Victorious again! 
The Year 11 Boys from Chase High were victorious in their quest for the opening silverware of the 
Worcestershire South & West School Sport Partnerships Competition Programme. Their dominance at 
securing the Rugby 7s Shield was categorised by their lightning attacks and mean defensive work, which 
brought about 4 wins out of 4 matches and a points tally of 99 with 34 being conceded. They managed to 
qualify from their pool group with their toughest game coming from last years finalists Prince Henry’s, 
winning 22-17. This set-up a semi-final clash with Chantry (runners-up of the other pool group) which they 
won by 17-5. The other semi-final took place between Evesham and the hosts Malvern College, which 
Evesham narrowly won by 14-10. This brought about a tough Final, against Evesham, who dominated the 
other side of the draw within their pool group in similar fashion by not even conceding any points. Fortunately 
for The Chase, this was just one match too far for Evesham as tiredness crept into their game and the much 
anticipated Final petered out with Chase being crowned Champions by 24 points to 7. The 3rd/4th place play 
off between Malvern College and Chantry was won by the hosts 24-0 

 

 

 

 
PE Good News Slot: 
 
• Well done to Emma Hawthorn 12CE who is currently (this week) taking part in the 

World Canoeing Championship in Portugal.  Best wishes to her! 
 

Rugby: 

1st Team:  

The Chase 12-32 Cleeve 

  

2nd Team: 

The Chase 31-39 Cleeve  

 
Year 10 (U15): 

 
The Chase 10-55 Cleeve  

 
Year 9 (U14): 

 
The Chase 27-26 Cleeve 

Hockey: 

1st Team: 

 
The Chase 0 – 6 Kings 

 
2nd Team: 

The Chase 0 – 11 Kings 

 
Year 10: 

The Chase 0 – 5 Kings 

 
Year 9: 

 
The Chase 0 – 6 Kings 
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Extra Curricular Clubs …. 
You will be pleased to know that all extra curricular clubs are now well underway.  It would 

be great to see some new faces so check the timetable below and come along this 
week!! 

Day 
After School (3.00 – 4.15) After-School (4.00 – 5.15) 

Activity Staff Location Activity Staff Location 

Monday 

Girls Hockey (yrs 7 – 
9) 
Boys Rugby (yrs 7-
10) 
  

All PE 
All PE 
  

Astro/New 
astro/Sp 
Hall 
Field 
Gym 
  

Girls Hockey (yrs 10 
–13) 
Boys Rugby (yrs 11-
13) 
Trampolining (yr 7 
only) 
Yr 7 Basketball 
Mixed 

VN/PC/
NN 
KL/PN 
GG 
AN/TS 

Astro 
Field 
Main Hall 
  

Tuesday 

Mixed Basketball 
(yrs 8) 
Mixed Basketball 
(yr 9) 
Rowing Club (Sept-
Oct HT) 

Wolves 
Wolves 
? 
  

Sports Hall 
Gym 
WRC 

Snr Basketball (yrs 
11-13) 
Mixed Basketball 
(yr 10/11) 

TS 
&Wolves 
  
AN 
  

Sports Hall 
  
Gym 

Wednesday 

Senior Hockey Fix-
tures 
Senior 
Rugby Fix-
tures 
GCSE Dance 
Girls Football 

VN/PC 
KL/PN/
RB/LV 
GG/ GH 
NA/ BY 

Astro 
Field 
Main Hall 
Field/Astro 

GCSE Dance 
Badminton Coach-
ing (7-9) 

GG / GH 
M. Mea-
ger 

Main Hall 
Sports Hall 

Thursday 

Table Tennis (7-8) 
Rowing Club (Oct 
HT-  ) 
Badminton (yrs 
7/8/9) 
Tango (yrs 10 -13) 

DA 
GN 
BM 
BA 

Main Hall 
WRC5 
Sports Hall 
Main Hall 
(stage) 

Table Tennis (9-13) 
Badminton (yrs 10-
13) 
Rock-climbing (yrs 
12-13) 

WL 
BM 
MHOC 

Main Hall 
Sports Hall 
MHOC 

Friday 

Indoor Hockey (yrs 
10– 13) alternating 
weeks 
  

PC/VN 
  
  

Sports Hall 
  
  

      


