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It was the second day when we went to Falaise.  We went there 
first on that day and it was raining which was not a good start to 
the day.  Luckily when we were outside it didn’t rain. 

First we went around the castle and then we went inside the 
castle.  This castle was a strange castle because they had 
modernised it so it would stay up for centuries.  Our guide was 
French and could speak good English so we could understand 
him. 

As soon as we went in we went up a lot of stairs in the keep but 
before we that we went to look at this room which had the 
castle’s loo in it!  It was a very high climb up the spiral staircase to 
the top.  We went back down.  We filled in our booklets and the 
sun was shining brightly. 

Jess Jaye 

We went to the Bayeux Tapestry Museum.  We handed in our 
tickets to the ticket person and collected our audio guides from 
him.  Then we went into the tapestry viewing corridor. 

The Bayeaux Tapestry is a tapestry created by English nuns for 
William the Conqueror’s brother, Odo, Bishop of Bayeaux.  It 
shows the events leading up to and the events of 1066 in an 
embroidered strip that looks like a comic. 

We listened to our audio guides which gave us information about 
the tapestry.  After we had seen it, we went to the exhibit for a 
bit.  Next we watched a film about the tapestry.   

It was an informative and enjoyable visit. 

Matthew Haydon 

We visited Caen castle on the third day.  We entered through the barbican.  As we entered we went under a 
wooden contraption, we weren’t entirely sure what it did.  Our prediction was that it flew down and knocked 
people out of the way. 

 When we got inside the walls we saw the church, the governor’s house on the left, a new café and a random 
piece of multi-coloured modern art.  After walking around the small church and writing in our booklets, we 
walked on part of the fortifications.  The views from the wall were amazing, you can see all over Caen.  
Around the outside there were some really steep drops for defence in William’s time and World War Two.  In 
some places on the buttresses were thin open rectangles.  These were used by the Germans.  They were for 
people to shoot the allies down with machine guns so it was harder for the allies to shoot back into the small 
open spaces. 

We then walked away across to the other side of the castle and ate our lunch before driving away on the 
coach. 

Katy Jackson Read 

We saw the German gun batteries used on D-Day.  In each gun battery there were two rooms, a gun and two 
back doors.  Further on there was a tunnel which everyone thought was a loo!  There was a place where they 
kept the bombs, then there was an observation post on the coast, which also had a gun.  It was dark and 
slippery so Miss wouldn’t let us go down onto it. 

Our last stop before going home was Ranville cemetery.  It was very big.  There were people buried there from 
different countries – England, Germany, Scotland.  There was one grave that had two people in it and 
another person who had died at the young age of 16 years. 

Megan Harwicke 
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New Staff Governors 

After serving on The Chase Board of Governors for their full terms of office (in David’s case two full 
terms) David Hood and John Palmer have decided to stand down to allow other members of staff to 
have the opportunity to serve as Teaching Staff Governors on The Chase Governing Body.  I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank David and John for the valuable input that they gave to the 
Governing Body. 

Following requests for members of staff to fill these vacancies, I am delighted to announce that Dale 
Duddridge will be filling John’s position on the Curriculum Committee and Candida Andritsch will be 
sitting on the Staff and Students Committee.  I would like to take this opportunity to wish them both 
every success in these posts and to thank them for agreeing to stand as Teaching Staff Governors.                        
Mr Peck                                                                                                                                    

Fourth Consecutive Successful Inspection 

The impressive final report has now been published and you should have received a copy 
from your youngster. It is also available via the school website. We are delighted with the 
glowing verdict but are already working on the two recommendations made by the 
inspectors for improving the education we provide. We should take a moment, however, 
quietly to celebrate the efforts of students, staff, governors and parents over many years 
which have placed The Chase in such a strong position and enabled generations of young 
people to benefit from such a fine state education, truly the best that money cannot buy! 

Influenza Pandemic 
We are keeping a close eye on Government guidance regarding the current flu scare but will be 
keeping calm, avoiding panic and maintaining the normal school programme for as long as possible. 
As we wait to see how the infection develops, we are promoting the following common sense steps 
with all students and staff: 

• wash your hands after using the lavatory, eating or any other activity likely to bring you into 
contact with germs; 

• keep a pack of tissues with you so that you can cover your nose and mouth when coughing or 
sneezing, disposing of the tissues in a bin; 

• if you develop any sort of infection, wash your hands even more frequently; 

• if you do develop flu-like symptoms, (such as aching bones, high temperature, coughing and 
sneezing) it is better to stay at home rather than ‘soldiering on’ in school and risking spreading 
the infection. Take medicines such as ibuprofen or paracetamol (not aspirin for under 16s), drink 
plenty of fluids and consult your doctor. 

As the situation develops and changes, we will contact parents as necessary. The school’s web-site will 
contain up-to-date information. 

Nick Prosser’s Funeral 

A most moving celebration of Nick’s life was very well-attended at the historic St. Peter’s Church, 
Powick on April 2nd. On what turned out to be a lovely, early spring afternoon, the mourners, swelled 
by a coach load of Nick’s friends from The Chase, entered and left the church to the sounds of Nick’s 
favourite music, while two traditional hymns were well-sung by the congregation, ‘The Lord’s My 
Shepherd’ and ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’. Various comments and readings were contributed by 
former Powick Parish Priest, Rev. David Nichol; Mrs. Ginny Sharp, Deputy Head of Nick’s primary 
school, Callow End; Dr. Marc Hinchcliffe; and Nick’s Year Head at The Chase, Mr. Hadley. The 
highlight for many, however, was the beautifully read, personal, poignant and humorous tribute to 
Nick given by his older brother, Christopher. Showing maturity, control and expressiveness beyond his 
years, Chris did his brother proud. After the service, Nick’s parents, Penny and Steve hosted a get-
together at The Bank House which was again well-attended and allowed people to share 
reminiscences of Nick in a pleasant and quietly convivial atmosphere. The determination, dignity and 
lack of bitterness shown by  the Prosser family, including Nick, in the face of his tragic illness has 
impressed everyone and will, like Nick himself, never be forgotten. 
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                                                                   French Exchange 2009 

On the 18th of March, 28 French students arrived at the chase at 9pm ish to be greeted by 30 of the year 9  

students. This is a diary of the time we spent together and apart. 

Jeudi: 

The French students spent their day in Worcester. They visited the Porcelain Factory, and did LOADS of  

shopping!!!  Most of the French said that the Porcelain Factory was ‘intéressant’ but were much more satisfied 
with the shopping. They returned to school at 3pm and spent the remainder of the day with us doing various 
activities. 

Vendredi: 

On Friday, the French visited Cardiff. They spent the day looking around Cardiff Castle and the Millennium  

Stadium. When they returned to Malvern at 6pm most went to play Laser Quest. There was an England Vs 
France game…and of course we won ;) After that we all spent time socialising with each other and talking 
about the differences between France and England. 

Samedi & Dimanche : 

The weekend, for the French, was spent with our families. Some people took their Exchange partners to London 
for the weekend, others took them to take part in their different hobbies, many went shopping and various 
people relaxed. On Sunday, half the day was spent on the hills with most of the people taking part in the French 

Exchange. There was a picnic, photos taken, lots of food eaten, and games played. This was extremely fun  

because we were getting on with the French. We enjoyed ourselves and so did they!!  

 Lundi:  

The French spent Monday at the Black Country Museum looking at local artefacts and features of England’s 
countryside. They returned to the Chase at 6pm and spent the rest of the evening with us. 

Mardi: 

Joint activity!!! :D Tuesday was really fun! We all visited Birmingham for the day. We arrived at the Sealife  

Centre and explored the different array of sea animals. There was a mirror maze, which was very confusing and 
a few people were walking into walls and mirrors which was extremely amusing to watch. We then all had lunch 
by the canal and walked over to the Art Museum. In the Art Museum there were many different sections, the 
one that attracted the students was the hair and beauty section. There were brightly coloured wigs,  

webcams which re-designed your hair, and a ‘design a hair style for middle-aged people’.   We were then  

allowed loose in the Bullring for a couple of hours shopping time. I can happily say the girls were pleasantly 
pleased with Primark and Selfridges, whereas the boys found interest in the toy shops, the donut shop, and more 
toy shops. We then made our way back to the coaches. Stevie Wilson and Jack Davies stopped at  

Subway, but then got their sandwiches confiscated by Miss Hunt because of failure to listen to instructions! It 
was highly amusing to hear their stomachs growling all the way back to Malvern. We returned at 5.30pm. 

Mercredi:  

The French visited Stratford and came home saying: C’est Belle! ☺ In the evening Holly Perrett very kindly  

hosted a party for EVERYONE! We sang & danced with the French, and we all went down to the park. It was 
really fun spending time with them. 

Jeudi:     

The French spent half their day in different lessons in the Chase: English. Maths, and Humanities. They then 
walked around Malvern and came back at 3pm. In the evening most went up town to the park to say good 
bye to everyone. 
Vendredi: 
Friday was very emotional. The French left at 9am and we were all there to wave them off. 
We cannot wait till we see them again and are constantly in touch with them. 
We are thankful to all the teachers who have organised the French exchange ☺ 

Jenn Holeman 9CA and Megan Bradley. 9CR 
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                                                                                            TRIP TO THE FRENCH MARKET  

On Friday the 3rd of April some Y9 students 
went the French Market and we all had a 
brilliant time. There was a larger variety of 
food than I thought there would be, they 
also had lots of cheeses and sweets 
which were all quite cheap and because 
they were so cheap my friend Russell had 
a large bag for his lunch! I was so 
impressed by the quality of the food that I 
could have stayed and eaten myself to 
death! We had a tick list of all the 
different food types available at the 
French market for us to find, also there 
were clothes and jewellery that could be 
bought. The jewellery was amazing to 
look at it and the prices were reasonable 

for the quality of the product.  I found that our teachers, Miss Dupuy and Mrs Davison, were very 
helpful because they helped us barter with the market people!                              Nathan Pullen                           

Leiber Zoo 

Year 6 pupils from our feeder schools were invited to The 
Chase to take part in a Gifted and Talented storytelling 
day at the start of March. The day was in German and 
based around the well-known story “Dear Zoo”. The 
pupils were all really positive and excellent ambassadors 
for their schools. It was a pleasure to spend the day 
teaching them. They learnt lots of animals and  

adjectives in German, they read the story entirely in 
German, they made masks, wrote and acted out role 
plays and much more!  As this was the first experience of 
German for these pupils they did incredibly well. These 
pupils are obviously going to be super star linguists and I 
look forward to teaching them all in September. Well 
done!!                                                  Miss Hunt                                            

The National Council for Women* 

Nichola Power, Frankie Owen and I attended the Women’s Day Conference, entitled ‘Girls 
Allowed’ which was organised by the National Council of Young Women of Great Britain and 
held in Hereford Town Hall on Tuesday 24th March. The day was interesting with the main area of 
discussion being inequality in the workplace. Among other things, we learnt that our life cycle 
expectancy today is 92! We are lucky to live in a society where inequality is addressed. Women’s 
Day was a worthwhile and informative experience! 

Henrieta Hawkins 12GS 
*The National Council for Women is a voluntary organisation open to all women, working in 
association with many nationally affiliated organisations to improve women’s lives and 
opportunities. It works within the framework of the United Nations Agenda for Women, 
cooperating with women’s organisations in Europe, and world-wide via the International Council 
of Women. The Seminar in Hereford included talks by Chief Inspector Sue Thomas (West Mercia 
Police) ‘My experience in the workplace’ and Helen Thomas (Westons Cider) ‘My experience as 
Managing Director’. (BD) 

Orienteering Triumph 

Congratulations to Tom Mackenzie 
of Year 11 who was a member of the 
Boys Under 16 England team which 
won the Bronze Medal in the World 
Orienteering Championships held in 
Madrid over the Easter break. This is 
a tremendous achievement for Tom 
and his England shirt (the one that’s 
a bit tight on him!) will soon be 
joining the ever-growing display of 
representative shirts on display in the 
Concourse. Well done Tom, The 
Chase’s latest successful 
international! 
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Attendance awards seem to be a success!  
Well done to those students who were entered into the Spring draw for £10 HMV Vouchers.  

There were 2 prizes per year group, entrants needed a minimum of 98.5% attendance to date and 
no more than 3 lates this term. 

There were a total of 218 names entered! :         42  Year 7 

                                                                                   58  Year 8 

                                                                                   36  Year 9 

                                                                                   44  Year 10 

                                                                                  38  Year 11 

Awards so far :   Malvern Theatre tickets, Vue Cinema tickets, Top Shop vouchers, Bowl Xtreme      
tickets, HMV Vouchers 

Another Antony and Cleopatra Production! 

About five years ago, a pair of Mallard Ducks began visiting The Chase in the Spring, no doubt 
attracted by the wide open, green spaces and the brook. They were quickly named Antony and 
Cleopatra by a Sixth Form English Literature group (Antony being described in the play as ‘a doting 
mallard’!)  and have been welcomed and cared for by the students over the years. Last year even 
saw the establishment of a ‘Duck Protection Society’ by a group of Year 8 lads. The amorous pair 
obviously feel so secure that they are raising another family of  ducklings this year, although ‘Antony’ 
is proving a rather less doting and assiduous parent than Cleopatra. Mother and ducklings have 
taken up residence in the enclosed quadrangle next to the Concourse, where they have been 
provided with a temporary pond, shelter and food and where they provide students and staff with 
endless excuse to delay their arrival to lessons, preferring instead to watch the cutest show in town!      

Music this term:  

Tuesdays       12.20 – 12.50 (bring lunch!) Flute Choir (all flautists from Grade 1 upwards welcome).     

                        3.00 -  4.00   Senior choir 

Wednesdays  3.00 – 4.00 Training Orchestra (all instruments welcome),  

                        4.00 – 5.00 Senior Orchestra 

Thursdays      12.30 – 12.50 (bring lunch!) Practice session M1, Recorder group M2, Brass group M3;               

                        3.00 – 4.00 Jazz Band 

Fridays            3.00 – 3.50  Lower School Choir 

               Please ask your Music teacher for more information. New members welcome!! 

 

The school Summer Concert is on Tuesday July 7th: keep a lookout for other performance 
opportunities this term. 

 

Calling all jazz players – students, ex-students and parents! 

The Chase Jazz Band will be performing in its usual slot at the annual Upton-on-Severn 
International Jazz Festival, on Saturday 27th June, and we would like as many players as possible 
to come and join us for this. 

Rehearsals are on Thursdays from 3.00 – 4.00 in M1: just turn up if you can. There will be two extra 
rehearsals in the week of the Festival – Tuesday 23rd June 5.00 – 7.00 and Thursday 25th June 5.00 – 
7.00, to allow more people to join us. Please do get in touch with Mrs Garwood-Gowers or Miss 
Harrison if you can help out (even if you can’t make all of the rehearsals).  



PE Newsletter 
 

Indoor Mixed Hockey Report 24/03/09  
Following some slightly misguided directions, Miss Price drove the team of Eric Carlen, Sarah Med-
calf, Liz Reeve, Barry Mucke, Maddie Pitt and Will Thomson-Brant, (our reluctant goalkeeper), to Bre-
don School. Playing in quarters of 10 minutes, we were already 3-0 down after the first, although we 
did have an excuse; the other team was made up of a squad of 12 sixth formers, whilst we didn't 
deem it necessary to trouble Bredon for a subs bench. Going into the final quarter we were down 6-
2 but amazingly pulled back 5 goals, eventually holding on to a 7-7 draw. Goals came from Sarah 
and Liz with one each, Barry with two and a hat-trick from Eric, with Will, turning his talents from sing-
ing to saving, fending off endless shots from Bredon. This was an awesome result considering our dis-
advantage- anyone who saw the scoreboard would have been very impressed- anyone who saw it 
after Sarah and Liz's minor alterations would have been even more impressed!! 

Maddie Pitt 
 

U13 County Hockey Tournament 
On Thursday the 19th of March The Chase U13 11 A-side hockey team played two exciting matches 
in the group stages of the county U13 hockey tournament. The team consisted of:  

Hannah Johnson (Capt), Harriet Walker, Holly 
Smith, Saskia Fogg, Zoe Guest, Vanessa Ham-
lett, Becky Noble, Leah Heath, Georgia Hen-
nessey, Jasmine Broadbent, Ellie Bannister, Ni-
cola Clarke, and Adele Hawker.  
We played two teams Dyson Perrins  and Bre-
don Hill. Our first game was against Dyson Per-
rins, in the first half we were a bit rusty as the 
Year 8’s hadn’t played since the winter, but we 
were soon playing as usual. The end score was 
5-0 to The Chase.  We then had a rest as Dy-
sons were now playing Bredon Hill, but we had 
to keep our eyes open as we were looking for 
what weaknesses Bredon had. Unfortunately 
one of our midfielders (Zoë Guest) was feeling 
unwell so she was subbed off, so Ellie Bannister came on for the next game. The following game was 
harder as they had some strong players. But this didn’t put us of as we were able to win 2-0. During 
the tournament the 7 amazing goals were scored by Saskia Fogg (1 goal), Georgia Hennessey (2 
goals), Holly Smith (3 goals) and Zoë Guest (1 goal). Winning both matches meant that we are 
through to the county finals on Tuesday the 24th of March, where we had to play the winners from 
the other pools of the competition. Although we put up a good fight we were unable to overcome 
the strength of King’s school Worcester or Bromsgrove School and so missed out on progressing to 
the next stage of the competition. Well done to all year 7and 8 players for getting through to the 
county finals! 

KS1 Multi- Skills  
On Friday 13th March some Year 8 pupils and a few six-formers set out to teach and inspire KS1 stu-
dents from different primary schools. Some of the schools participating were Wyche, Madresfield, 
Malvern Wells and Grove; all of their students and some others were learning some of the important 
skills needed in P.E, such as agility, balance and co-ordination. This meant that the KS1 children got 
to play games whilst learning all they need to know to become great athletes (you never know one 
might go to the Olympics!). The Year 8 pupils became Young Leaders - this involved having to do 
many jobs but it all paid off when you got to teach them new things and have fun with them! We 
loved the experience of helping the little children and teaching them new things. Thank you to Mrs 
Secretan (for organising it), and the six formers and Year 8s that helped. Thanks for a great day!! 

Hannah Johnson 8KL 



CHASE JUST MISS OUT ON NATIONAL FINALS!!! 
 

On Thursday 23rd April, the U13 girls’ cricket squad travelled to 
Derby for the regional finals of the Lady Taverners indoor cricket 
tournament, having won the Worcestershire round of the 
competition. We won 3 games and lost 2, we were told that this 
meant we were not through to the semi-finals so some people left 
in Mr. Hennessey’s car. Miss Hardy did some sums in the meantime 
and decided to challenge the decision, it turned out that they had 
counted wrong and we were in the semi-finals after all!! We 
frantically phoned the people who had just left to come back, but 
luckily they had broken down in the car park!! So we composed 
ourselves and went to play Leicester Grammar School, they batted 
first, but with brilliant bowling and fielding we kept them down to 
78 runs. We were so good when we batted that with 102 runs Holly 
Smith, Georgia Hennesey and Sophie Fennell retired. This meant 
we were in the final playing against St. Peter’s school from Solihull, 
winning would mean a place to compete in the national finals in 
Edgbaston. We batted first, everyone batted really well and scored 
75 runs. St. Peter’s knew that they had to work hard to beat us and 
we worked hard to keep the run rate down. Milly (Emily Marriott) 
took the wicket and their best batter was out!! We had a good 
chance now, but unfortunately they kept getting sneaky runs and 
by the last over they only needed 10 runs to win, and they got 17, 
so we were pipped to the post bv just 7 runs. We had a great day 
and tried really hard, Georgia played brilliantly and Ellie Bannister 
was the our top catcher. A big thanks to Mrs Carr and Miss Hardy 

Well done to all of the girls 
involved including; Holly Smith, 
Sophie Fennell and Emily Marriot 
(all year 8 ) and Georgia 
Henessey, Ellie Banister, Beth 
Williams, Nicola Clarke, Leah 
Heath, Megan Slater and Sally 
Fitzpatrick (all year 7). 

Rounders: 
1st Team: 

Chase 0 – 0 St. Mary’s 

Chase 8.5 – 11 RGSAO 

U15 (Year 10): 

Chase 14.5 – 6.5 St. Mary’s 

Chase 9.5 – 4.5 Prince Henry’s HS 

U14 (Year 9): 

Chase 4.5 – 9.5 St. Mary’s 

Chase 14 – 9 Prince Henry’s HS 

U13 (Year 8): 

Chase 7.5 – 9 St. Mary’s 

U12 (Year 7): 
Chase 7 – 7 St. Mary’s 

Cricket: 
1st Team: 

Chase 215 - 100 John Masefield 

Watch this space for 
more fixture results as 

the summer term 
continues!! 


