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THE BOY FRIEND
The dark, cold November nights were recently warmed and brightened by the latest dazzling Chase production, The Boy
Friend. This was a tremendously up-beat and energetic set of performances that combined excellent acting, dancing,
singing and music set against an uncluttered, inventive and well lit set. The three locations depicted in each of this buoyant
musical’s setting in Nice were Madame Dubonnet’s drawing room in her finishing school for young ladies, La Plage (the
beach) and the courtyard of the Café Pataplon. The Art & Design Department created a wonderful backdrop with an
impressive combination of simplicity and authenticity.
This production was a tremendous team effort that exploited the combined talents of all concerned. Sally Harrison,
supported by Jane Duckworth and Lizzie Covey achieved an extremely high standard of orchestration. The orchestra had
clearly worked tremendously hard to produce such a wonderful result. Lisa Greaves and Michael Woods co-produced and
directed the show, ably supported by Amy Bates, a Year 13 Theatre Studies Student. The pace and high standard of acting
meshed seamlessly with the music. Lydia Collins, another Year 13 student did a fantastic job of choreographing the whole
show, again wonderfully assisted by Jasmine Sheringham in Year 13.

This was impressively integrated production. Its pace was sustained, keeping audiences on all three nights in rapt attention.
There were many delightful moments and some memorably impressive performances. “Perfect Young Ladies” (played by
Demi Bradford, Lydia Collins, Lucy Goodbody and Flora Henderson) the opening song was a strong start and immediately
showed off the beautiful costumes sourced by Claire Fowles and Lisa Greaves. “The Boy Friend” followed swiftly on the heels
of the opening number and introduced the boys (John Angel, Max Laventine, Jack Shepherd and Daanish Siddiqui) in
enthusiastic pursuit of female perfection. John Angel and Lucy Goodbody gave a rousing and entertaining rendition of
“Won’t You Charleston With Me”, while Emily Sullivan and Jonathan Howie made an excellent couple in their variously
hilarious and poignant scenes. Their songs, “Fancy Forgetting” and “The You-Don’t-Want-To-Play-With-Me-Blues” were
wonderfully entertaining and evocative, the latter being beautifully supported by the bevy of beautiful girls in Mme
Dubonnet’s finishing school.

The plangent beauty of Martha Merrell’s voice (who played Polly
Browne) opposite Will Thompson-Brant’s Tony was a delight to listen to.
She combined grace, vulnerability and the guileless qualities of the
ingénue with impressive ease. Her beautiful duet with Emily Sullivan in
“Poor Little Pierette” had many in tears.

There was laughter, too, though, when Hortense (Verity Cary) vamped it
up as the coquettish French maid in “Nicer in Nice”. Daniel Thompson
and Bethan Fear played Lord and Lady Brockhurst most impressively.
Their strained relationship was touchingly resolved at the denouement
when they re-discovered their errant son. Lydia Collins combined
brilliantly with Daniel in the cheekily flirtatious “It’s Never Too Late To Fall in
Love” which highlighted their excellent acting and dance skills.

From the opening bars of the overture to the final ensemble rendition of “I
Could Be Happy With You,” the audience was wonderfully entertained.
Among the many appreciative communications about the show was this
comment: “I am eighty-two years of age, and was lucky enough to be
brought to see “The Boy Friend” on Saturday evening. What a joy it was (I
was sixteen again) and how clever your pupils are. It was all truly
delightful!”

The really striking thing about this show was the obvious enjoyment of the
students involved who will surely remember being part of it for the rest of
their lives. Whilst they might “be blue without” the thrill of performance for
a while “but one thing is clear as can be”, The Chase can surely look
forward to more great entertainment from the established and emergent
talent that is manifestly in abundance.

Library Notice

It is pleasing to see that a large number of pupils now make use of the Library for reading and research in the after-school
study sessions. The Library is open from 3.00 p.m. – 5.00 p.m. on Monday to Thursday and from 3.00 p.m. – 4.30 p.m. on a
Friday. Parents wishing to collect pupils should go to the School Reception area and not direct to the Library.

Thank you. Mrs. Bates (Librarian)
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Dates for your Diary
Wednesday 10 December
Informal Christmas Music Concert at 7.00 pm (please note start time)
All welcome! Tickets are £4.00 for adults and £2.00 for children (including a glass of mulled wine/soft drink and a mince
pie) and will be available to purchase on the door from 6.40 pm or in advance from Reception. The programme will
involve students across the range of the school, with the focus this time on Years 7 to 11, and will include a variety of
orchestral, choral, band and solo items, both Christmas-related and not. Come along and get into the festive spirit!

Friday 12 December
Non-Uniform Day
and The Chase Association’s Christmas Fayre, 6.30 – 8.30 pm
Students are invited to wear their own clothes in exchange for new or good quality second-hand items which can be
sold at The Chase Association’s Christmas Fayre. Please be generous! All items should be delivered to the Hall
between 8.45 am and 9.00 am.

Stock up for Christmas! Everyone is invited to the Christmas Fayre – there will be a large variety of stalls, including
Toys/Games, Tombola and Cakes, Father Christmas and The Chase Brass Band to help get everyone in the mood.
See you on the night!

Tuesday 16 December
Christmas Lunch
This is available to students at a cost of £3.50. Tickets will be on sale in the Canteen on a first come, first served basis
between 8-12 December (maximum of 120). Children who have free meals may order a Christmas Lunch at no extra
cost. Normal lunches will also be served.

Wednesday 17 December – 1.15 pm
Speech Day and Presentation of Prizes (Attendance by invitation only)
A reminder that this year’s Speech Day will be a ceremony for prize-winners, Year 10 and Year 11 School Council
representatives and Sports Captains, staff, parents and invited guests only. The ceremony will start at 1.15 pm
promptly, and the guest speaker will be former Chase student, Eleanor Percy, who is now a professional musician
(violinist). Students not involved in Speech Day will depart school at 11.50 am. Any students who are unable to
make alternative arrangements to get home should remain in school. Buses will run as usual at 3.00 pm. The Canteen
will operate a limited service at lunchtime, but students must book a lunch by Friday 5 December if they want a meal on
this day. The Canteen will only cater for those who have indicated that they want a meal. Students who have free
school meals must also book theirs, if they require one on this day.

Thursday 18 December
7.30 pm Annual Service of Lessons and Carols, Malvern Priory
You are warmly invited to attend our Carol Service which takes place in the Priory Church, beginning at 7.30 pm.
There will be a retiring collection for an appropriate charity.

Friday 19 December
Last Day of Autumn Term
Normal timing, finishing at 3.00 pm. This will not be a non-uniform day. School will re-open for students on Tuesday 6
January 2009.
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Wednesday 14th January 2009
Main Hall

7pm
Parental Briefing

The Chase
w/c 8 June 2009

Attention all Y10 Parents
Work Experience

Work experience week
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News from the Chase Association
The Christmas Fair
Yes, it’s that time of year again and we are busy finalising plans for the great annual Christmas Fair which will be held on
Friday 12th December from 6.30-8.00 pm. As usual we will have loads of stalls full of Christmas bargains and gift ideas. There
will be a wide selection of games, a chocolate tombola, lucky dips, a raffle with fantastic prizes, face painting and by
special invitation, Santa – and his helpers – will be waiting to meet you in his Grotto. What with all the mince pies you can
eat AND The Chase Brass Band playing to get you into the seasonal mood – how can you can you afford not to be there?!

As always, there will be a non-uniform day on the day of the Fair in return for donations and students are invited to bring
the following items into the main school hall in the morning before classes begin, 8.45 – 9.05 am.

Year 7: Quality toys, games, puzzles, chocolate and cakes
Year 8 : Tins, sweets, quality gifts and chocolate
Year 9 : Toiletries, art and craft items, DVD’s and CD’s
Year 10: Christmas novelties, bottles, CD’s and DVD’s
Year 11: Chocolate, boxes of Christmas cards, bottles and toiletries
Sixth Form: Bottles, stocking fillers and quality gifts
All years: Raffle prizes

Free admission – just donations on the door – see you on the night!
We will also shortly send out a letter asking for your help on the day in any shape or form – we are looking forward to your
continuing support to make this event a great success.

The Chase Fund
It is not too late to donate to the Chase Fund - this is the fund that during the last few years has provided our children with
much appreciated equipment for lessons and clubs. We therefore have asked each family to consider a donation of £5
per child, with a maximum of £10 per family. You can download a copy of the letter, the database information form and
the Gift Aid declaration form for taxpayers on the Chase Association section of the school website.

Insurance Scheme
Every year we run a scheme running from 1st January until 31st December to insure your children in full-time education (not
just for children attending The Chase) against accidents - please note that the school itself has no inclusive pupil accident
scheme. This scheme has now closed for applications, but those that have already applied will shortly receive their
confirmation via your (eldest) child’s form tutor.

Lost Property
The next pick-up session will be held on 19th December on the last day of term on the Concourse at lunchtime. PARENTS
PLEASE NOTE: Non-uniform items not collected on this day will be recycled or donated to charity. Uniform items are re-used
within the school or sold at the next school uniform sale to top up school funds.

Bursaries - calling all students!
Did you know that if you are attending a course or special event which may help with your studies or personal
development you might be able to get a £100 bursary from the Chase Association? We have already helped with drama
and music courses, Scout and Guide jamborees, sports coaching and volunteering, so can we help you? Contact us by
e-mail to find out more.

GOOD NEWS SLOT!
Rave Reviews for “The Boy Friend”!
• E-mail received from parent: “I am contacting you to say how much we enjoyed the performances of “The Boy

Friend” last weekend. The orchestra, singing, dancing acting and costumes were brilliant and it was lovely to see all
those involved enjoying themselves after the many hours of rehearsals. Please pass on our congratulations and thanks
to Mr Woods, Mrs Breaves, Miss Harrison, Lydia and the other members of staff involved for all their dedication,
enthusiasm and hard work.”

• Letter received from a grandparent of three Chase students: “I am eighty two years of age and was lucky enough to
be brought to see “The Boyfriend” on Saturday evening. What a joy it was! (I was sixteen again) and how clever your
pupils are, it was truly delightful”.

• Congratulations to Mrs Carr, who has been awarded a Professional Development Certificate in Personal, Social and
Health Education.

• Every student in Year 7 will be receiving a free book or audio book of their choice from a selection offered by the
“Booked Up” scheme. “Booked Up” is a national programme run by Book Trust and supported by the DCSF.

• Former student, Danielle Forrest, now working for the NHS has recently received a commendation for “working above
and beyond the call of duty”.
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