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THE CHASE NEWSLETTER 

Revised School Term and Holiday Dates 2008/2009 
 
Governors have recently approved a change to this year’s school calendar. The Summer Term currently ends awkwardly on a 
Tuesday, with considerably reduced attendance inevitable on the Monday and Tuesday of that week. As the Government 
and Local Authority have allowed High Schools an additional training day for Diploma Training, it seems sensible to use this 
and one of the training days already scheduled to achieve a neater finish to the school year.  Friday 13 February and Friday 3 
April will therefore be reinstated as normal school days for students and staff, and the Summer Term will now end on Friday 17 
July. The other High Schools in our Consortium, Dyson Perrins and Hanley Castle are adopting this pattern too.  I apologise if 
these changes cause any inconvenience but they will certainly make for a more satisfactory end to the school year. 

K F Peck, Headteacher 
 
The revised dates are reproduced below: 
 
Autumn Term 2008 
TE Day:    Tuesday 2 September  
Induction Day:   Wednesday 3 September 
    (for Y7 and Y12 students only) 
Term Starts:   Thursday 4 September  
Half Term:   Monday 27 October - Friday 31 October 
Target Rev iew Day  Thursday 27 November 
TE Day:    Friday 28 November 
Term Ends:   Friday 19 December  
 
 
Spring Term 2009  
TE Day:    Monday 5 January  
Term Starts:   Tuesday 6 January 
Half Term:   Monday 16 February – Friday 20 February 
Term Ends:   Friday 3 April  
 
Summer Term 2009  
TE Day:    Monday 20 April  
Term Starts:   Tuesday 21 April 
Half Term:   Monday 25 May – Friday 29 May 
Term Ends:   Friday 17 July 
TE Day:    Monday 20 July 
TE Day:    Tuesday 21 July 
 
Good Friday:   Friday 10 April 2009 
Easter Monday:   Monday 13 April 2009 
May Day:   Monday 4 May 2009 

SAILING 
 
Tuesday 21 October 2008 
 
Congratulations to Edward Workman, James 
Workman, William Broadbent, Daniel Williams, 
George Cox and Matthew Dutton who all gained 
Stage 1 (of 3) Certificates from the Royal Yachting 
Association (RYA) Youth Scheme. 

GIFTED AND TALENTED SUMMER COMPETITION 
 
Category winners have now been selected by the 
panel of judges.  The position of overall winner is now 
being considered by an expert from QinetiQ and as 
soon as we have received this information we will be 
holding a celebration evening—so watch this space. 
 

Mr Collard 
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GEOGRAPHY EXPEDITION TO ICELAND 
 
Forty students and five members of staff set off from school at 7.30am on the Tuesday of half term on an 
exciting trip to Iceland.  We were all anticipating an excellent trip, although we knew it would be very cold! 
 
As soon as we arrived in Iceland, our first destination was the Blue Lagoon.  This was a geothermal outside 
pool where you could apply Blue Lagoon Silica mud masks and benefit from the minerals in the water.  As the 
sun set, it was even snowing while we were swimming outside!  It was a great experience!  Next we arrived at 
our lovely hotel which also had an outside swimming pool which students used most days. 
 
The next day, we v isited some horticultural geothermal greenhouses in Hverageroi.  Icelanders are using 
these greenhouses to grow bananas and cocoa (amongst other things).  It was strange to think that while it 
was snowing outside, Iceland is using its natural resources to heat greenhouses to grow tropical plants! 
 
Throughout the trip, we saw many beautiful waterfalls and even an erupting Geysir (Icelandic spelling)!  We 
also climbed up a volcano (170 metres above sea level) and saw a huge glacier which had come from an 
icecap.  It was very impressive and we were all staggered by the spectacular v iews offered by every 
excursion throughout the trip. 

 

 

One evening, the group decided to go for a walk to see the famous Northern Lights.  However, despite 
endless searching in freezing temperatures, we could not find them. 
 
Day four brought about a walk in a fissure and a trip to Reykjav ik, the most northern capital city in the 
world. 
 
On the fifth day of the trip, we went to explore the most southerly v illage in Iceland, Vik.  A short stop from 
here were the Black Basalt Sands at Reynisdrangur where we saw columnar basalt on the cliff faces. 
Iceland has so much Geography to see; we were very impressed with everything it had to offer-even the 
freezing temperatures and gale force winds! 
 
The culmination of the trip was a whale watching expedition in the Atlantic Ocean.  We were fortunate 
enough to see a hump-back whale and got some great photos.  
 
Overall, the trip was a great success and we were very disappointed to leave.  We are extremely grateful 
to all of the staff who prov ided us with the opportunity to go to such an incredible place.  

Tom Mackenzie and  
Ben Saunders—11AH 
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SPANISH EXCHANGE TRIP 2008 
 
Our journey started at 6:00 in the morning on 13 October 
at school.  We all had our bags and were very tired but 
excited.  When we were getting on to the plane, we  all 
became really excited, even the teachers!  
 
During the flight a number of people were a bit scared 
about flying but everyone handled it really well. 
 
When we arrived in Spain we were surprised at how hot 
it was considering it was autumn; We got on a coach 
and began our second part of our journey. 
 
As soon as the Spanish school was in sight, and we all 
saw our exchange partners for the first time, the nerves 
really set in.  My friend and I didn’t want to get off the 
bus! But the Spanish students were all really kind and 
talkative so we all felt right at home.  

We spent some time at the school doing some exercises with the rest of the students, which was very funny!  
We then all went back to our exchange homes.  After we had settled in and met the family, my partners and 
I met up with some other exchange pairs and went to the local park to meet some friends.  
 
The next day we all met at the school and half of the Spanish students went with us for a tour on foot of the 
old part of Toledo.  There were loads of shops and many old buildings such as the library which was really 
beautiful.  We also met Toledo’s mayor who spoke to us and really welcomed us to Spain. 
 
On the second day we went to Madrid with the second half of the Spanish students.  We v isited the Royal 
Place which was really impressive.  We went shopping in a famous square which was made interesting by the 
many street actors who stood still for a long time.  Afterwards we went to v isit the Real Madrid football 
stadium which was really fun!  We all got to sit in the coaches’ chairs but Rose Parsons got told off when she 
reached to touch the grass!  Whoops! 
 
On day three we had a day at the Spanish school.  We went to three of their everyday lessons and it was 
very enjoyable and interesting to see what they did at school. 
 
On day four we went to Segov ia.  This was a really interesting and beautiful place.  We went to a square right 
next to the cathedral where we were allowed to go shopping and have some lunch.  On the way back 
there was a bit of a shouting match between the Spanish students and the English students about which 
language to put the mov ie in, (it was about three hours from Toledo so we were going to watch a mov ie on 
the coach).  Unfortunately, the English students won so we did not improve our Spanish much that afternoon 
but it was really fun!          
 
On Friday, the 5th day, we had another tour of Toledo.  This one was longer and we also went on a little train 
all over the town. We then had a guided tour on foot about the religious history of Toledo which was really 
interesting.  That night we all went to a really big shopping mall with a cinema inside.  It was a really good 
night but at the end of it Aleisha Fletcher had a bad time, because she collapsed!  She was taken to hospital 
but proved to be nothing serious and she bounced back to health after a good night’s sleep. 
 
We each had the weekend to ourselves, So Ana (my exchange) and I went to her friends house on Saturday 
and had lunch out with her family.  On Sunday evening there was a big picnic with everyone involved with 
the exchange as sort of  farewell party.  The boys played football with Mr Alegria who played very well! 
 
Everyone was really nervous about coming to Spain but in the end we didn’t want to leave!  Everyone had 
an amazing time and really enjoyed themselves.  My favourite part of the Spanish exchange was the end 
party because we were all together and having a good time.  Everyone is really close with their exchanges 
now and we all can’t wait till they come to England. This was the first Spanish exchange that has happened 
here at The Chase and hopefully it wont be the last because this was a Massive Success!   
 
Adios ! 

Gemma Hull—9TS 



Page 4 THE CHASE NEWSLETTER 

FESTIVAL OF LANGUAGES 2008 
 
On Thursday 6 November, nearly 300 hundred primary school pupils came to The Chase to take part in this 
year’s Festival of Languages.  It was fantastic! There were performances in French, German and sign 
language. There were also taster sessions in Italian and Welsh which were highly entertaining – picture 300 
children impersonating a tomato to help them learn Italian food words!  The standard displayed by the 
primary school pupils was excellent. Our very own 7LR also performed 3 songs to show how much fun 
language learning is at The Chase.  All the primary school teachers and pupils had a great day and 
everyone is already looking forward to next year. Thank you to all involved. 
 

Miss Hunt 

GOOD NEWS SLOT 
 £900 was raised for Breast Cancer from a variety of Pink Day activ ities. 
 Rehearsals for ‘The Boyfriend’ over the half term went well. 
 Theatre Visits:  The Upper Sixth enjoyed the RSC production of Hamlet (with David Tennant) and also a 

production of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales at Tewkesbury recently. 
 Alliance in Partnership have been awarded a Heartbeat Award for provision of healthier food choices 

and good standards of food hygiene at The Chase. 

GREAT BRITAIN IRISH DANCING CHAMPIONSHIPS 2008 
 
Four pupils from The Chase have done it again (it must be something in the water!).  Megan Cramp (9CO), 
Megan Webster (9CR), Laura Young (10SD) and Kieran Young (7LO) competed in the Great Britain Irish 
Dancing Championships 2008, held in Bognor Regis on 18 - 20 October, and swept the board clean, coming 
away as Champions in all of the five events they entered:  
 
 U13 Mixed Ceili – 1st 
 U13 Mixed Figure - 1st 
 U15 Girls Ceili (A & B) - 1st & 10th 
 U15 Mixed Figure - 1st 
 U15 Girls Figure teams - 1st 

(Overall, their dance school (Sean Eireann 
McMahon) came away as Champions in 6 of 
the 8 team events they entered.) 
 
All four pupils wish to thank their Chase teachers 
and friends for the encouragement and sup-
port given to them. 
 
Our Chase dancers will also be competing in 
the Midlands Regional Qualifiers in Kettering 
(14-16 Nov) and the All Irelands in Killarney (7-15 
Feb 2009). 
 
If you'd like to find out more about Irish dancing, 
the nearest classes are held in Malvern, Worces-
ter and Droitwich Spa. Please call 01684 
568613  for more information, or v isit the SEM 
website www.seaneireannmcmahon.co.uk/. 
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HEALTH & SAFETY ALERT FROM HEREFORD & WORCESTER FIRE & RESCUE 
 
A four year old girl suffered serious burns to her head and neck recently following application of a 
treatment for head lice.  The lotion had been applied to her head and left to take effect.  However, the 
child found a cigarette lighter, which she operated setting fire to her hair and a nylon fleece type blanket 
which had been placed around her neck to protect her clothing. 
 
The injuries to the child resulted in her being admitted to hospital in a critical condition.  She will need to 
undergo numerous skin grafts over future months. 
 
As a result of an investigation into the incident it became apparent that a warning to users has only just 
started appearing on the product packaging, following an earlier incident whereby a young boy suffered 
similar injuries.  The warning only appears on batches produced within the last twelve months.  The 
manufacturers Thorton-Ross adv ised that the product has a shelf life of three years.  This means that many 
boxes will not carry any warning at all. 
 
The warning on the newer packaging is not particularly conspicuous, and does not carry a warning symbol.  
We have requested that future packaging does carry a more conspicuous warning. 
 
The manufacturers are currently looking into the issue, but changes to packaging of any pharmaceutical 
product cannot be made without permission from the regulatory body (MHRA).  Any changes, if approved 
may not appear for some time. 

Adele Watkins 
Juvenile Firesetter Co-ordinator 

MUSIC LIVE AT THE NEC 
 
On Friday 7 November 30 students and staff v isited Music Live at 
the NEC. Music Live is a huge showcase for guitars, drums and 
music technology: there are not only thousands of instruments 
and accessories but also performances, seminars and chances to 
try out software or even perform yourself. 
 
Highlights of this year’s Education Day included performances 
and talks by such names as Joe Bonamassa; signings by Dave 
Mustaine of Megadeth, and seminars on careers in music and 
using various music programs. Various colleges and universities 
running music technology and production courses also had 
stands there: a special feature this year was the Festival Tent 
where visitors could hear new music, listen to industry players and 
artists and create new music using cutting-edge technology. 
 
The immensely popular Live Stage featured various bands 
including Koopa, and on the smaller stages v isitors had the 
chance to “Duel With The [guitar-playing] Dev il” or (as our own 
Y9’s, Yasmin Jones, did most impressively) step up and sing to 
compete for a prize of recording equipment. 
 
All in all it was an excellent trip! 

ENGLISH NATIONAL SCHOOLS GALA 
 
Emma Fitzpatick recently competed in the English National 
Schools Gala.  Emma put in a wonderful performance and came 
6th out of all the Year 10 and 11students in the 100m breaststroke.  
She also took part in the medley relay race—her team came 8th 
overall.  Well done to Emma, we look forward to hearing of your 
future swimming success.  

Earthship 
 
For the past few months, I have 
been part of an env ironment youth 
steer ing group at Worcester 
Volunteers Centre.  Our focus is to 
b u i ld  Wor ce st e r sh ir e ’ s  f i r st 
‘Earthship’, a sustainable, self-
regulating, self-suff icient, zero 
carbon building.  It is built out of 
materials that would usually go to 
landfill, such as tyres and glass 
bottles.  We’re planning for it to be 
an accessible community building 
suitable for all ages from toddlers 
right through to OAPs. There are two 
other Earthships in the U.K. – one in 
Fife and the other in Brighton.  We 
are hoping to v isit Brighton in the 
near future to see how the Earthship 
was made and to ask the creator, 
Mischa Hewitt, what barriers he 
came up against.  We are looking 
for volunteers to join ‘The Hive’ – you 
have to be 16 to 26 years old. For 
more information, the e-mail 
address is,  
thehive.worcester@googlemail.com 
or join the ‘Worcester Wombles’ on 
Facebook. 

Nichola Power 13CS 
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SPORTS SUPPLEMENT 

ORIENTEERING 
 
Well done to the following pupils who competed in the British Schools Orienteering score championships; In 
the U13 competition David Creber came 12th Jake Herbert came 15th and Chris Vickers came 24th.  In the U4 
competition Jamie Mackenzie came 6th and Max Howie came 37th. In the U16 competition Tom Mackenzie 
came 15th. Thanks must go to Mrs Mackenzie once again for organising the day and going with the Chase 
students to the competition.  

CHASE YEARS 7 & 8 ‘B’ AND ‘C’ TEAMS SUCCESSFUL AT PARTNERSHIP TOURNAMENT 
 
After the overwhelming success of Year 7 and 8 Chase ‘A’ teams at the South West School Sports Partnership 
hockey tournament before half term, the ‘B’ and ‘C’ teams from each age group had a lot to live up to!  But, 
never ones to shy away from a challenge these teams stepped up and played brilliantly in order to match the 
success of their friends before half term.  At the ‘B’ team partnership tournament the Year 7 teams blitzed the 
other schools winning their games in style and finishing first and second. The Year 8 teams had slightly mixed 
results, while the ‘C’ team defended well they struggled to score and ended up in fifth place overall, the ‘B’ 
team however, won all of their games and finished at the top of the table with some excellent performances.  

CHASE YOUNG LEADERS PRAISED BY STAFF FROM 
LOCAL SCHOOLS! 
 
Pictured opposite with the successful Year 7 ‘B’ and 
‘C’ hockey teams are young leaders from Years 10 
and 11 at The Chase. The young leaders not only 
organised and ran the tournament, but they also 
umpired all of the games and made the 
presentations.  These students were excellent 
ambassadors for themselves and for The Chase, they 
were efficient and well organised and teachers from 
every v isiting school commented upon how good 
they were in their roles.  Well done to the following 
pupils; Maddie Pitt, Ellie Bullman, Lily Lowe, Rose 
Parsons, Mary Fleming, Alice Parsons, Natalie Raitt 
and Pippa Lewis, you were a credit to yourselves 
and made your PE teachers very proud!!  

Well done The Chase U18 football team who have 
now progressed to 4th round of the National Schools 
Cup beating King’s School Wolverhampton 5 – 0, 
with a hat-trick from Douglas Howie and the other 
two goals coming from Josh Asquith and Ali Wren.  
A great team performance lads, well done and 
good luck in the next round! 

Congratulations to the U16 and U18 Chase indoor 
hockey teams who came first and second 
(respectively) in their county indoor hockey 
tournaments and both now qualify for the zonal 
round of the England Hockey National Indoor 
championships for their age group. Well done 
ladies, watch this space for more info on both 
teams’ progress in the coming rounds! 

PE GOOD NEWS SPOT 
 
Well done to Pippa Lewis, Alice Parsons, Rose Parsons, and Rebecca Smith who have all been selected to 
represent the U15 County Hockey team, this is particularly impressive for Rebecca, who as a Year 9 pupil is a 
year younger than most of the team.  Congratulations also to Natalie Cull, Isabelle Withers, Danielle Ravenhill, 
Bethan Merryman and Hannah Kenyon who have been selected for the U15 County Hockey Development 
squad in order to prepare them for future county selection.  Congratulations also to Joanne Brett who has 
been selected for the U15 County Hockey Goalkeepers Academy which runs in conjunction with the 
development squad.  
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SPORTS SUPPLEMENT 

RESULTS PAGE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Rugby: 
 
1st Team: 
 
The Chase 12 – 21 Hereford 6th Form 
The Chase 32 – 50 King’s Worcester 
 
Year 10 (U15): 
 
The Chase 19 – 0 Haybridge 
 
Year 8 (U13): 
 
X population 27 – 20 Y population 
 
The Chase 24 – 29 King’s Worcester 
The Chase ‘B’ 14 – 0 Cleeve 
The Chase ‘B’ 26 – 0 Tewkesbury 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Hockey: 
 
1st Team: 
 
The Chase 6 – 1 Hereford 6th Form 
The Chase 2 – 1 Newent 
 
2nd Team: 
 
The Chase 0 – 3 St. Mary’s 
The Chase 3 – 0 Cleeve 
 
Year 10: 
 
The Chase 1 – 5 Malvern College 
The Chase 6 – 0 St. Mary’s 
 
Year 9: 
 
The Chase 0 – 4 Malvern College 
 
Year 8: 
 
The Chase ‘B’ team came first place at  
the ‘B’ team partnership tournament. 
The Chase ‘C’ team came fifth. 
 
Year 7: 
 
The Chase ‘B’ team came first place at 
The ‘B’ team partnership tournament. 
The Chase ‘C’ team came second. 

Don’t forget to check out the 
Chase Website Sports Results 
page for all of the recent 
s po r t i n g  t r iumphs  a nd 
challenges. Just click onto 
www.chase.worcs.sch.uk and 
then click onto the ‘sports 
results’ link on the top left 
hand side. Happy surfing!!! 


